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than a decade. After graduating from 
law school, she served as a law clerk to 
then-Chief Judge George P. Kazen. If 
confirmed, Judge Saldana will fill the 
vacancy created by Judge Kazen’s re-
tirement. Judge Saldana earned the 
highest possible rating—unanimously 
‘‘well qualified’’—from the ABA Stand-
ing Committee on the Federal Judici-
ary. She has the strong support of her 
two Republican home State Senators. 
Senator CORNYN called her ‘‘one of the 
toughest law enforcers in South 
Texas,’’ and Senator HUTCHISON added 
that Judge Saldana ‘‘has some of the 
finest qualities we expect in our 
judges.’’ Her nomination was reported 
unanimously by the Judiciary Com-
mittee. 

Max O. Cogburn was nominated to sit 
on the U.S. District Court for the West-
ern District of North Carolina, the dis-
trict that he previously served for 9 
years as a magistrate judge and for 12 
years as an assistant U.S. attorney. 
Mr. Cogburn is currently a partner in 
the Asheville, NC, law firm, Cogburn 
and Brazil, and he also serves as an ap-
pointed member of the North Carolina 
Education Lottery Commission. In ad-
dition to practicing law, Mr. Cogburn 
owns and maintains with his siblings 
the Pisgah View Ranch, a dude ranch 
that has been in his family for genera-
tions. Mr. Cogburn has the strong, bi-
partisan support of his two home State 
Senators, a Republican and a Demo-
crat. His nomination was reported 
unanimously by the Judiciary Com-
mittee. 

Marco A. Hernandez was nominated 
to fill an emergency vacancy on the 
U.S. District Court for the District of 
Oregon. He has served as a judge in Or-
egon’s 20th Judicial District for the 
last 15 years, first on the district court 
and now as a circuit court judge. Pre-
viously, Judge Hernandez was a deputy 
district attorney in Washington Coun-
ty, OR, and a lawyer for Oregon Legal 
Services. Judge Hernandez has the 
strong support of his two home State 
Senators, and he has now been nomi-
nated to this position by Presidents of 
both parties. If confirmed, he will be-
come the first Latino to serve as a Fed-
eral Judge in Oregon. His nomination 
was reported unanimously by the Judi-
ciary Committee. I also note that Sen-
ator SESSIONS made quite a fuss that 
he was not confirmed at the end of the 
Bush administration while Senator 
SESSIONS proceeded to delay Com-
mittee consideration of his nomination 
and while Republicans still refuse to 
allow it to be considered before ad-
journment. 

President Obama nominated Steve 
Jones to fill an emergency vacancy on 
the U.S. District Court for the North-
ern District of Georgia. For the last 15 
years, Judge Jones has been a superior 
court judge in the Tenth Superior 
Court District of Georgia, and he cur-
rently serves that district as the pre-

siding judge on the Felony Drug Court 
as well. Previously, he was a judge on 
the Athens-Clarke County Municipal 
Court and an assistant district attor-
ney for the Western Judicial Circuit. 
Judge Jones was the first African 
American to serve the Western Judicial 
Circuit as a superior court judge. He 
will be the only active African-Amer-
ican judge on the Northern District of 
Georgia and one of only two active Af-
rican-American judges in the State. 
Judge Jones earned the highest pos-
sible rating—unanimously ‘‘well quali-
fied’’—from the ABA Standing Com-
mittee on the Federal Judiciary, and 
he has the strong support of his two 
Republican home State Senators. His 
nomination was reported unanimously 
by the Judiciary Committee. 

Michael Simon was nominated to the 
U.S. District Court for the District of 
Oregon. He is currently a partner at 
the law firm of Perkins Coie LLP, 
where he serves as head of the litiga-
tion practice at the Portland office. In 
that capacity, Mr. Simon has handled 
several high-profile first amendment 
cases on a pro-bono basis. Before join-
ing that firm, Mr. Simon was a trial at-
torney in the Antitrust Division of the 
U.S. Department of Justice. Mr. Simon 
has the strong support of his two home 
State Senators. His nomination was re-
ported by the Committee with strong 
bipartisan support. 

These consensus nominees are in ad-
dition to the other highly qualified 
nominations on which the Senate has 
not been allowed to vote for many 
months. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ate will resume legislative session. 
The Senator from Illinois. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
move to morning business with Sen-
ators allowed to speak for up to 10 min-
utes each. 

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, reserv-
ing the right to object, if I could. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Arizona. 

Mr. MCCAIN. I would say to the Sen-
ator from Illinois that I have an agree-
ment with everybody on a 6-week ex-
tension of the Trade Adjustment As-
sistance and the Trade Preference Act, 
and on both sides everybody has 
agreed. 

I know I can’t do that in morning 
business, so I ask unanimous consent, 
as soon as it is written up, that I be 
permitted to propose that legislation. 

Mr. DURBIN. I have no objection to 
your bringing it up whenever it is pre-
pared, and we will of course consider it 
at that time. 

I thank the Senator for his work on 
this effort. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-
publican leader. 

f 

FIRST RESPONDERS BILL 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
am delighted the Senate was able to 
reach an agreement to provide health 
care for the men and women who 
helped in the rescue, recovery, and 
cleanup efforts after the 9/11 attacks. 

In the years since then, as we all 
know, a number of these brave Ameri-
cans have become ill. Today represents 
an important step in making sure they 
receive the care they need as a result 
of their extraordinary service. No one 
has ever questioned whether to provide 
the care they need. The only question 
was how to do so. 

Like many of my colleagues, I have 
been concerned that attempts to rush 
this legislation at the end of the ses-
sion would prevent us from ensuring 
the bill was written in a responsible 
fashion. I still believe this cause and 
this legislation would have benefited 
from a bipartisan committee process. 
But thanks to the hard work of a num-
ber of Senators—most notably Sen-
ators COBURN and ENZI and their 
staffs—we have come a long way in im-
proving this bill. 

We have made sure that more com-
pensation will go to victims than trial 
lawyers. It has got improved oversight, 
so money isn’t siphoned away from the 
people who need it. We put time limits 
on the legislation so Congress can 
come back and review what has worked 
and where improvements can be made. 
So this is a much better product. 

Some have tried to portray this de-
bate as a debate between those who 
support 9/11 workers and those who 
don’t. This is a gross distortion of the 
facts. There was never any doubt about 
supporting the first responders. It was 
about doing it right. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Illinois. 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, it is my 

understanding the Senator from Ha-
waii has to make a quick departure, so 
I ask he be recognized after this quick 
request. 

f 

HELPING HEROES KEEP THEIR 
HOMES ACT OF 2010 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. 4058 introduced earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 4058) to extend certain expiring 

provisions providing enhanced protections 
for servicemembers relating to mortgages 
and mortgage foreclosure. 
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