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the 2 years of his term; otherwise, 
North Dakota is going to lose all its se-
niority in one fell swoop, lose all of 
Senator Burdick’s more than 30 years 
of seniority. We are going to lose BY-
RON’S 12 years of seniority in the House 
because he is running for your seat in 
the Senate, and we will lose your 6 
years of seniority if you do not run to 
fill the term of Senator Burdick. 

I have always remembered that the 
media in North Dakota took a poll on 
whether I should run to fill the 2 years 
of Senator Burdick’s term, and even an 
overwhelming majority of Republicans 
thought I should run. So the Governor 
told me there would be a special elec-
tion after the regular elections in No-
vember. He said: Look, you have kept 
your pledge. You did not run for reelec-
tion to your seat. BYRON is running for 
election to your seat. You would be in 
a special election in December. 

So I agreed to run, and BYRON and I 
were running simultaneous campaigns 
for the Senate in 1992, he for my seat in 
the regular election, and I was running 
for the special election in December. 
Once again, we crisscrossed North Da-
kota campaigning together, making 
our case, and both of us won very big 
victories in 1992. 

From that time period forward until 
today, BYRON and I have served to-
gether representing the State of North 
Dakota—best friends. What a remark-
able story. 

I can still remember one of the publi-
cations here on the Hill—I can’t re-
member if it was The Hill or Roll 
Call—when the two Senators from Mis-
sissippi were fighting for the majority 
leader position, ran a cartoon that 
said: Why can’t the two Senators from 
Mississippi be more like the Senators 
from North Dakota—friends forever. 
And BYRON and I have been friends for-
ever and will be friends forever. 

After the 1992 race, we both served 
North Dakota, and, unlike so many 
delegations, we did everything we 
could to support each other. I can’t 
think of a time when there were ever 
angry words exchanged between BYRON 
DORGAN and EARL POMEROY and myself. 
It was what many people back home 
called Team North Dakota. And we 
have been a team, as close as you could 
be. 

During BYRON’S time in the Senate, 
he has been a fierce fighter for policies 
that benefit average people and also 
somebody very suspicious of corporate 
power. He passionately opposed what 
he thought were misguided trade poli-
cies that contributed to jobs moving 
overseas. He was one of a handful of 
Senators who warned against consoli-
dation and the excessive risk that 
would result from repealing the bar-
riers between commercial and invest-
ment banking. He warned at the time, 
in what has become a famous speech, 
that if we passed that legislation, we 
would face a financial crisis in the 

years ahead. That prediction looks pre-
scient today in light of the financial 
collapse of 2008. He was a leader in 
fighting for farm policies to benefit 
family farmers and ranch families 
rather than corporate agriculture. In 
the midst of it all, he wrote two books: 
take this job and shove it—or ‘‘Take 
This Job and Ship It’’ and ‘‘Reckless! 
How Debt, Deregulation, and Dark 
Money Nearly Bankrupted America.’’ 

Most importantly, BYRON DORGAN 
had a vision, an energy, and a persist-
ence that has played a huge role in 
building the prosperity of our State. 

Robert Kennedy once said: ‘‘There 
are those that look at things the way 
they are, and ask why? I dream of 
things that never were, and ask why 
not?’’ That is really the way BYRON ap-
proached service to North Dakota. He 
did not see limits; he saw opportunity. 

He looked at our university system 
and technology industries and saw no 
reason they could not be built into the 
Red River Valley Research Corridor 
that could power the economy of east-
ern North Dakota. And he set about 
making it happen, and he has suc-
ceeded. 

He looked at our energy industry and 
saw no reason North Dakota could not 
be the energy powerhouse for the Na-
tion. Through his position on the En-
ergy Committee and the Energy and 
Water Subcommittee of Appropria-
tions, he helped build North Dakota 
into one of the leading energy-pro-
ducing States in the Nation. 

He looked at the growth of the 
knowledge industries and the Internet 
and saw no reason North Dakota could 
not be wired with the same 21st-cen-
tury telecommunications infrastruc-
ture as the rest of the country. He used 
his position on the Commerce Com-
mittee to get that done as well. 

The results of his work can be seen in 
every corner of our State. Modern 
highways and air terminals, new and 
improved water infrastructure, a boom-
ing energy and agricultural economy, 
high-tech companies springing up ev-
erywhere across our State, the strong-
est economic growth in the Nation, the 
lowest unemployment rate in the Na-
tion—by any measure, North Dakota is 
doing very well. Most of that, BYRON 
will tell you, is because of the hard 
work and good judgment of the people 
of North Dakota. But among them, no 
one has worked harder or smarter on 
behalf of North Dakota than Senator 
BYRON DORGAN. 

Let me close by saying that I do not 
know of a harder working or more pro-
ductive person than BYRON DORGAN. He 
produces extraordinary amounts of 
high-quality work. He is type A 
squared, but he never forgot his roots. 

BYRON DORGAN grew up in Regent, 
ND, a town of 300. He often reminds us 
that he graduated in a class of nine and 
he was in the top five. He is proud of 
that background, he is proud of that 

heritage, he is proud of our State, he is 
proud of our Nation, and we are proud 
of him. 

I will miss BYRON DORGAN’S partner-
ship here every day, but I know he will 
be with us because BYRON DORGAN will 
never be far from the fray. BYRON DOR-
GAN has served this body well, served 
the Nation well, and served our State 
extraordinarily well. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

FRANKEN.) The Senator from Colorado. 
f 

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST— 
H.R. 2476 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
Senate proceed to Calendar No. 636, 
H.R. 2476; that the Udall of Colorado 
substitute amendment which is at the 
desk be agreed to; the bill, as amended, 
be read a third time and passed; the 
Udall of Colorado title amendment 
which is at the desk be agreed to; the 
motions to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, with no intervening action or de-
bate; and any statements relating to 
the matter be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Georgia. 

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. President, on 
behalf of Senator KYL and Senator 
MCCAIN, I respectfully object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Presi-
dent, if I might, I know Senator DUR-
BIN has a pressing unanimous consent 
request. I ask unanimous consent that 
when he has concluded his request, 
Senator BARRASSO and I could engage 
in a colloquy on the very bill that has 
been objected to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Illinois. 
f 

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST— 
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, the Ex-
ecutive Calendar of the Senate notes, 
on page 5, Calendar No. 1002, James Mi-
chael Cole, of the District of Columbia, 
nominated by the President of the 
United States to be Deputy Attorney 
General. That was reported by the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee, his nomina-
tion, on July 20 of this year. We are 
now into December, and this year is 
coming to an end. This has taken long 
enough. 

I ask that the No. 2 spot in the De-
partment of Justice be filled, that we 
not continue to have this vacancy and 
imperil the important mission of that 
Department. 

I ask unanimous consent that the 
Senate proceed to executive session 
and to the immediate consideration of 
Calendar No. 1002, James Michael Cole, 
of the District of Columbia, to be Dep-
uty Attorney General; that the nomi-
nation be confirmed and the motion to 
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