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CELEBRATING THE 111TH 

CONGRESS 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, today 
does end the 111th Congress, which 
Norm Ornstein, one of the most re-
spected historians and observers of 
public events, said was the most his-
toric and productive Congress since 
1965. 

I am proud to have been a Member of 
this 111th Congress that gave us health 
care, which this country yearned for 
for over 100 years; that saved us from 
the precipice of economic decline with 
the stimulus act that has done much 
good for this country and saved us 
from a great depression; that gave us 
the Lilly Ledbetter law for women who 
were discriminated against in the 
workplace; that gave us Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell; that also gave us credit 
card reform, student loan reform, addi-
tional Pell Grants, tobacco regula-
tions, and food safety legislation. 

This 111th Congress did more than 
any Congress since Lyndon Johnson’s 
in 1965 to 1966, and did it under the ef-
fective, passionate, honest, and re-
markable leadership of the most his-
toric Speaker in the House of Rep-
resentatives’ history, the Honorable 
NANCY PELOSI, who I am proud to have 
voted for and served with. 

f 

CONGRATULATING LADY NITTANY 
LIONS VOLLEYBALL TEAM 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, the Lady Nittany 
Lions volleyball team went to Kansas 
City on Saturday, December 18, and 
brought home a terrific and unprece-
dented Christmas present to their 
school, Penn State University. They 
won their fourth straight NCAA Divi-
sion I championship. 

While the team was undefeated in 
their previous two seasons, they were 
32–5 going into the championship this 
year, and the California Golden Bears 
went into the match with a 30–4 season. 
The two teams have dominated the 
championships, meeting for 4 consecu-
tive years in the regionals, semis or 
finals. 

This was Coach Russ Rose’s fifth 
championship, and the ladies cele-
brated by giving their coach a ring for 
his thumb. He is the first coach in 
NCAA Division I women’s volleyball 
history to win five national titles. 

The most outstanding player was 
Deja McClendon. Blair Brown summed 
up the feelings of the team in this 
quote: 

‘‘We’re thrilled to have four national 
championships, but the legacy we want 
to leave is the program’s history, I 

guess. It’s the tradition of working 
hard every day in practice and going 
hard, because that’s how you get here.’’ 

Congratulations to the team, the 
coach, and the school for this out-
standing record. 

f 

PASS THE 9/11 FIRST RESPONDERS 
BILL 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAYNE. This is my country! 
Land of my birth! 

This is my country! Grandest on 
Earth! 

I pledge thee my allegiance, America, 
the bold, 

For this is my country to have and to 
hold. 

This is my country! Land of my 
choice! 

This is my country! Hear my proud 
voice! 

I pledge thee my allegiance, America, 
the bold, 

For this is my country to have and to 
hold. 

As a youngster in elementary school, 
I sang this song proudly many times. 
And nearly a decade ago, 9/11 respond-
ers embodied the American spirit pro-
claimed in this song when they dropped 
everything to help this country. These 
Americans paid the ultimate sacrifice 
and risked their health and lives when 
our country was attacked. Unfortu-
nately, many have developed health 
issues as a result of their service. 

But my Republican colleagues be-
lieve that this treatment is too costly. 
The 9/11 Health and Compensation Act 
would provide monitoring and special-
ized treatment for those responders 
who were exposed to toxins during 9/11 
and this bill is completely paid for. No 
responders questioned whether they 
should go in. 

Those American flag-wearing lapel 
Senators should vote for the 9/11 
Health and Compensation Act. 

f 

b 1120 

CONTINUING RECORD OF 
SUCCESSFUL JOB CREATION 

(Mr. CARSON of Indiana asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to express my hope that 
the 112th Congress will continue this 
Congress’ record of successful job cre-
ation. 

We have taken the necessary steps 
during this, the most productive Con-
gress in years, to pass a long list of im-
portant legislation. From middle class 
tax relief to the small business jobs ini-
tiatives, to teacher and health care 
jobs, to programs helping to keep 
Americans in their homes, the 111th 

Congress has succeeded in moving the 
American people’s agenda forward. We 
have already created millions of jobs 
and spurred 11 months of private-sector 
job growth. 

But this recession cannot be cor-
rected overnight. Next year, we must 
all focus on building the next genera-
tion of workers, increasing access to 
quality education, remaining competi-
tive in the global marketplace and re-
ducing the deficit. Together, we must 
all continue moving our country for-
ward. I look forward to working with 
my colleagues on both sides of the aisle 
in the next Congress. 

Thank you, God bless, happy holi-
days, and happy new year. 

f 

MOST ASTUTE, CONSCIENTIOUS 
CONGRESS IN THE HISTORY OF 
THE NATION 
(Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, my colleagues are absolutely 
right. This has been the most astute 
and conscientious Congress in the his-
tory of our Nation, the 111th Congress, 
led by the very astute and courageous 
NANCY PELOSI, the historic first woman 
Speaker. I thank her and the leader-
ship. 

Thank you for health care and Wall 
Street reform. Thank you for the re-
form of the GI Bill, to provide more op-
portunity. And, as well, thank you for 
moving and pushing compassionately 
the repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell. 
The White House ceremony today was 
powerful. 

Thank you again for recognizing that 
the 9/11 heroes health bill must be 
taken care of. I ask the other body to 
act now and do not go home without 
doing so. But yet the omnibus bill that 
will help so many millions of Ameri-
cans with resources directed to them 
has been imploded, and I call upon the 
Senate, I call upon this House when we 
return, to be able to return America’s 
resources back to them. We negotiated 
that omnibus. It is time to make sure 
that those veterans and those who need 
PTSD recovery and those who need 
health care are provided for through 
this omnibus bill. 

Happy holiday, Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year. 

f 

PASS THE 9/11 HEALTH BENEFITS 
BILL 

(Mr. HIMES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HIMES. Madam Speaker, what 
does the Congress owe the American 
people? I think it owes a young man or 
a young woman who will put on the 
uniform of this Nation and agree to 
sacrifice his or her life the right to 
serve. The Republicans, all but a hand-
ful of courageous Republicans, dis-
agree. 
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