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(1) Writings of Booker T. Washington, Phyl-

lis Wheatley, James Baldwin, Toni Morrison, 
Ralph Ellison, Zora Neale Hurston, and Alex 
Haley; 

(2) Music of Mahalia Jackson, Billie Holiday, 
John Coltrane, Bessie Smith, and Duke Elling-
ton; 

(3) Resolve of athletes such as Jackie Rob-
inson, Althea Gibson, Jesse Owens, Wilma 
Rudolph, and Muhammad Ali; 

(4) Scientific advancements of George 
Washington Carver, Charles Drew, Benjamin 
Banneker, and Mae Jemison; 

(5) Vision of leaders such as Frederick 
Douglass, Mary McLeod Bethune, Thurgood 
Marshall, Martin Luther King, and Shirley Chis-
holm; and 

(6) Bravery of those who stood on the front 
lines in the battle against oppression, such as 
Sojourner Truth, Fannie Lou Hammer, and 
Rosa Parks. 

In the face of injustices, United States citi-
zens of good will and of all races distinguished 
themselves with their commitment to the noble 
ideals upon which the United States was 
founded and courageously fought for the rights 
and freedom of African-Americans, and Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. lived and died to make 
real these noble ideas. He is most known for 
his ‘‘I Have A Dream’’ speech. 

The Honorable Barack Hussein Obama was 
elected the 44th President of the United 
States, making him the first African-American 
Chief Executive. President Obama’s election 
to the U.S. Presidency broke one of the last 
racial barriers in politics in this country. Presi-
dent Obama has inspired hopes in the lives of 
many Americans across the country and to 
people across the globe. 

Black History Month is an important time 
that we recognize the contributions of African- 
Americans in the Nation’s history and encour-
ages the continued celebration of February to 
provide an opportunity for all peoples of the 
United States to learn more about the past 
and to better understand the experiences that 
have helped shape the Nation. 

Mr. LYNCH. I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. LYNCH) that the House suspend 
the rules and agree to the resolution, 
H. Res. 1046. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-

nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, February 11, 2010. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
The Speaker, 
U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the 
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II 
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed 
envelope received from the White House on 
Thursday, February 11, 2010 at 5:08 p.m., and 
said to contain a message from the President 
whereby he submits the 2010 Economic Re-
port of the President. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 

LORRAINE C. MILLER, 
Clerk of the House. 

f 

ECONOMIC REPORT OF THE PRESI-
DENT—MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 111–81) 
The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-

fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and referred to 
the Joint Economic Committee and or-
dered to be printed: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

As we begin a new year, the Amer-
ican people are still experiencing the 
effects of a recession as deep and pain-
ful as any we have known in genera-
tions. Traveling across this country, I 
have met countless men and women 
who have lost jobs these past two 
years. I have met small business own-
ers struggling to pay for health care 
for their workers; seniors unable to af-
ford prescriptions; parents worried 
about paying the bills and saving for 
their children’s future and their own 
retirement. And the effects of this re-
cession come in the aftermath of a dec-
ade of declining economic security for 
the middle class and those who aspire 
to it. 

At the same time, over the past two 
years, we have also seen reason for 
hope: the resilience of the American 
people who have held fast—even in the 
face of hardship—to an unrelenting 
faith in the promise of our country. 

It is that determination that has 
helped the American people overcome 
difficult periods in our Nation’s his-
tory. And it is this perseverance that 
remains our great strength today. 
After all, our workers are as productive 
as ever. American businesses are still 
leaders in innovation. Our potential is 
still unrivaled. Our task as a Nation— 
and our mission as an Administra-
tion—is to harness that innovative 
spirit, that productive energy, and that 
potential in order to create jobs, raise 
incomes, and foster economic growth 
that is sustained and broadly shared. 
It’s not enough to move the economy 
from recession to recovery. We must 
rebuild the economy on a new and 
stronger foundation. 

I can report that over the past year, 
this work has begun. In the coming 
year, this work continues. But to un-
derstand where we must go in the next 
year and beyond, it is important to re-
member where we began one year ago. 

Last January, years of irresponsible 
risk-taking and debt-fueled specula-
tion—unchecked by sound oversight— 
led to the near-collapse of our financial 
system. We were losing an average of 
700,000 jobs each month. Over the 
course of one year, $13 trillion of Amer-
icans’ household wealth had evaporated 
as stocks, pensions, and home values 
plummeted. Our gross domestic prod-
uct was falling at the fastest rate in a 
quarter century. The flow of credit, 
vital to the functioning of businesses 
large and small, had ground to a halt. 
The fear among economists, from 
across the political spectrum, was that 
we could sink into a second Great De-
pression. 

Immediately, we took a series of dif-
ficult steps to prevent that catastrophe 
for American families and businesses. 
We acted to get lending flowing again 
so ordinary Americans could get fi-
nancing to buy homes and cars, to go 
to college, and to start businesses of 
their own; and so businesses, large and 
small, could access loans to make pay-
roll, buy equipment, hire workers, and 
expand. We enacted measures to stem 
the tide of foreclosures in our housing 
market, helping responsible home-
owners stay in their homes and helping 
to stop the broader decline in home 
values. 

To achieve this, and to prevent an 
economic collapse, we were forced to 
use authority enacted under the pre-
vious Administration to extend assist-
ance to some of the very banks and fi-
nancial institutions whose actions had 
helped precipitate the turmoil. We also 
took steps to prevent the collapse of 
the American auto industry, which 
faced a crisis partly of its own making, 
to prevent another round of widespread 
job losses in an already fragile time. 
These decisions were not popular, but 
they were necessary. Indeed, the deci-
sion to stabilize the financial system 
helped to avert a larger catastrophe, 
and thanks to the efficient manage-
ment of the rescue—with added trans-
parency and accountability—we have 
recovered most of the money provided 
to banks. 

In addition, even as we worked to ad-
dress the crises in our banking sector, 
in our housing market, and in our auto 
industry, we also began attacking our 
economic crisis on a broader front. 
Less than one month after taking of-
fice, we enacted the most sweeping eco-
nomic recovery package in history: the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act of 2009. The Recovery Act not only 
provided tax cuts to small businesses 
and 95 percent of working families and 
provided emergency relief to those out 
of work or without health insurance; it 
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