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with the ranking member of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee, Senator SES-
SIONS. I appreciate that the Senate 
moved quickly to call up and pass this 
legislation by unanimous consent. The 
speed with which the Senate acted on 
this legislation demonstrates what we 
can do when we work in a bipartisan 
fashion. 

I recently received a suggestion from 
the chairman and ranking member of 
the House of Representatives Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, who intro-
duced companion legislation, to im-
prove and clarify the language of the 
section that requires a study and re-
port. Specifically, they suggested that 
Congress should strike the words ‘‘by 
corporations’’ from paragraph (a)(1) of 
section 4. I agree that this suggestion 
adds clarity and, should S. 2968 be en-
acted, I will work with Senator SES-
SIONS and the House Committee on the 
Judiciary to amend the study language 
in subsequent legislation. 

f 

DIETARY SUPPLEMENT SAFETY 
ACT OF 2010 

Mr. MCCAIN. Madam President, I 
wanted to take a moment to discuss 
the Dietary Supplement Safety Act of 
2010 that Senator DORGAN and I intro-
duced earlier this month. This legisla-
tion has been widely discussed since in-
troduction and many falsehoods and 
misstatements regarding it have been 
raised. I want to take a moment to 
clarify what this bill will and will not 
do if passed into law. 

We introduced this legislation at the 
request of the U.S. Anti-Doping Agen-
cy, Major League Baseball, National 
Basketball Association, National Foot-
ball League, National Hockey League, 
U.S. Olympic Committee, American 
College of Sports Medicine, American 
Swimming Coaches Association, Na-
tional Collegiate Athletic Association, 
PGA Tour, U.S. Lacrosse, U.S. Tennis 
Association, U.S.A. Cycling, U.S.A. 
Gymnastics, U.S.A. Swimming, U.S.A. 
Track and Field, and U.S.A. Triathlon. 
Additionally, scores of parents, spouses 
and high school athletic coaches re-
quested action by Congress or the Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA) to as-
sist them in ensuring the safety of die-
tary supplements. 

I am proud that this legislation is so 
widely supported. However, opponents 
to this bill and their well-paid Wash-
ington lobbyists have spread false 
statements and rumors about the legis-
lation, which is really a disservice to 
consumers, and instead proudly boast 
that they remain largely untouchable 
by the FDA. 

This legislation would simply require 
dietary supplements to list all ingredi-
ents on the packaging, mandate that 
all dietary manufacturers register with 
the Food and Drug Administration— 
FDA—to ensure the FDA knows what 
is being sold and provide the FDA man-

datory recall authority of any dietary 
supplement if the FDA finds the sup-
plement to be hazardous to one’s 
health. 

Opponents have stated that the legis-
lation would seek to limit consumers’ 
ability to purchase dietary supple-
ments, vitamins or prescription drugs. 
That is completely false. Opponents 
also claim the bill establishes a new 
regulatory structure for dietary sup-
plements at the Food and Drug Admin-
istration. That is completely false. Op-
ponents claim that this bill was only 
introduced to rein in a few athletes 
who took supplements and then tested 
positive for steroids or other sub-
stances banned by sports leagues. That 
is completely false. 

This bill was introduced for the near-
ly half of all Americans who take a die-
tary supplement. People have died 
from taking dietary supplements, in-
cluding a young mother and wife who 
lived in my home State, and thousands 
have had to be hospitalized or seen by 
a doctor due to an adverse reaction 
from a dietary supplement. It took 
nearly 10 years—and then a lengthy 
court battle—for the FDA to ban the 
inclusion of ephedra in dietary supple-
ments after ephedra was linked to a 
number of deaths. Such a delay should 
never happen again. 

Additionally, the more than 100 mil-
lion Americans who consume dietary 
supplements should be able to know 
the ingredients of any supplement, and 
these supplements need to be required 
to be listed on the product’s packaging. 
If you go to a grocery store and pick up 
a box of cereal, bread, yogurt or any 
product off the shelf, you can read the 
product’s label to clearly know the in-
gredients and be sure you aren’t eating 
something that you find concerning, 
hazardous or unhealthy. Those who 
take dietary supplements should have 
the same option. Simply put, this legis-
lation is about truth in labeling. This 
legislation is about giving consumers 
choice. If you take a vitamin now, this 
bill will in no way restrict your ability 
to take that vitamin. But the con-
sumer needs to know the entirety of 
what is contained in that pill. 

Additionally, clear labeling could 
save lives as it did for a Phoenix Suns 
star who took a dietary supplement 
sleep aid and stopped breathing. Fortu-
nately, his teammates found the sup-
plement bottle that listed the ingredi-
ents, and the emergency room doctors 
were able to use the information to 
give him an antidote in the emergency 
room moments later and save his life. 
The disclosure of ingredients on a die-
tary supplement can save lives; and 
therefore, it should be mandatory. 
With the new ‘‘buzz word’’ in Wash-
ington being ‘‘transparency,’’ I don’t 
understand how any lawmaker could 
oppose such a requirement. 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 
SPECIALIST MARC P. DECOTEAU 

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Madam President, it 
is with a heavy heart that I rise today 
to pay tribute to the life and service of 
Army SPC Marc P. Decoteau of 
Waterville Valley, NH. Tragically, this 
young soldier, just 19 years old, died 
while serving as part of Operation En-
during Freedom in Wardak Province, 
Afghanistan on January 29, 2010. Spe-
cialist Decoteau was a member of the 
6th Psychological Operations Bat-
talion, 4th Psychological Operations 
Group based at Fort Bragg, NC. He had 
been deployed in Afghanistan less than 
1 month at the time of his death. 

Specialist Decoteau enlisted in the 
Army shortly after his graduation from 
Plymouth Regional High School in 
2008. He made this honorable decision 
without reservation, having long de-
clared his desire to serve. Marc fol-
lowed in the footsteps of his father, an 
Army veteran and West Point grad-
uate. His decorations include the Na-
tional Defense Service Medal, Afghani-
stan Campaign Medal with Campaign 
Star, Army Service Ribbon, and Global 
War on Terrorism Service Medal. Marc 
was posthumously awarded the Army 
Commendation Medal, Army Good Con-
duct Medal and NATO Medal. 

Despite his young age, Specialist 
Decoteau left an indelible mark on 
those who knew him. Marc was an up-
standing young man with an infectious 
sense of humor and warm smile. His 
hometown of Waterville Valley is an 
exceptionally tight-knit community of 
just 340 residents, and he was an inte-
gral member of it. While at Plymouth 
Regional, he was also an outstanding 
student-athlete who played lacrosse 
and football and was known for his 
work ethic. He was a member of two 
State champion football teams. 

Each day, the men and women of our 
Armed Forces offer their service so 
that we might enjoy freedom and secu-
rity. Specialist Decoteau selflessly 
gave his life to that cause. No words 
can diminish the pain of losing such a 
young soldier, but I hope Marc’s fam-
ily—and the town of Waterville Valley, 
his extended family—can find solace in 
knowing that all Americans share a 
deep appreciation of Marc’s service. 
Daniel Webster’s words, first spoken 
during his eulogy for Presidents Adams 
and Jefferson in 1826, are fitting: ‘‘Al-
though no sculptured marble should 
rise to their memory, nor engraved 
stone bear record of their deeds, yet 
will their remembrance be as lasting as 
the land they honored.’’ Specialist 
Decoteau has earned our country’s en-
during gratitude and recognition. 

Specialist Decoteau is survived by 
his parents Nancy and Mark, his sister 
Medora and brother Andrew, as well as 
grandparents, aunts, uncles and cous-
ins. This young patriot will be dearly 
missed by all; his death while deployed 
far from home is a true loss for New 
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