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California against Parker High School of San 
Diego, California. Parker’s football team en-
tered the game with an 11–2 record, and a 
45-point scoring average per game. 

With Isaiah Burse as quarterback, the Cru-
saders were able to move the ball quickly 
throughout the game. However, Parker was 
able to move the ball equally as well, leading 
to a nail biter. In the final minutes of the 
game, the Crusaders were holding on to a 44– 
40 lead, but Parker was moving the ball quick-
ly down the field. With fourth-and-goal at the 
two, and 1 minute 40 seconds to play, the 
Crusaders defense dug deep to hold the 
Parker offense. The Crusaders were able to 
pick up a first down, triggering a celebration 
on their sideline and a final score of 44–40, 
with Modesto Christian on top. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend 
and congratulate the 2009 Modesto Christian 
High School Football Team upon its achieve-
ments and upon becoming the California Inter-
scholastic Federation Small Schools State 
Football Champions. I invite my colleagues to 
join me in wishing the entire team and coach-
ing staff congratulations on its many accom-
plishments this season. 
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Ms. KILROY. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Merle J. Pratt, a great American who 
has worked for decades to protect our nation, 
advocate for our veterans, and strengthen the 
State of Ohio. Currently a resident of Powell, 
Ohio, Merle has loyally served our nation as a 
member of the United States Navy, an em-
ployee for the State of Ohio, and a leader in 
numerous community organizations. 

Merle served in the U.S. Navy for 26 years, 
including five years of active duty and over 
two decades in the U.S. Naval Reserve until 
his retirement in 1994 as a chief petty officer. 
Merle also served the Buckeye State in the 
Ohio Secretary of State’s office and the Ohio 
Attorney General’s office. After 26 years of 
service, Merle retired from his position as the 
Director of Constituent Services and Veteran 
Liaison for the Ohio Attorney General’s office 
in 2009. His devotion to helping Ohio citizens 
and veterans inspired Ohio Attorney General 
Jim Petro to award Merle with the Innovation 
and Excellence Award in 2003. 

In addition to his career as a public servant 
in the State of Ohio, Merle has served as a 
trustee, chairman, or president for many orga-
nizations and chapters dedicated to helping 
our nation’s veterans, including the Military/ 
Veterans Educational Foundation, Vietnam 
Veterans of America, the Columbus Veterans 
Day Parade Committee, the American Legion, 
the Franklin County Veteran’s Memorial Board 
of Trustees, the Ohio Governor’s Veterans Ad-
visory Committee, and the Ohio Attorney Gen-
eral’s Veterans Advisory Council. He has also 
been a longtime member of the Ohio Veterans 
Hall of Fame Executive Committee, the Inter- 
Service Family Assistance Committee, the 
Ohio Veterans Employment and Training 

Council, and the Ohio Military Activation Task 
Force. Merle has been a Life Member of 
AMVETS Post 89 and served as the Chairman 
of the AMVETS State Legislative Committee 
from 1999 to 2009, during which he was 
awarded the prestigious AMVETS Silver Hel-
met Civil Servant of the Year award in 2004 
for his passion and continued service to vet-
erans in central Ohio. As a true public servant, 
Merle is continuing to actively participate in 
veterans services, and is currently serving as 
Commander for the AMVETS Department of 
Ohio. 

Throughout his life, Merle has inspired those 
around him with his continued dedication to 
helping veterans and military families. On Feb-
ruary 20, 2010, Merle will be recognized by 
the AMVETS Department of Ohio for his dec-
ades of invaluable service. I am proud to join 
this group in honoring Merle Pratt, whose 
leadership and commitment to our veterans, 
both in the Columbus community as well as 
around the nation, has been an inspiration and 
a blessing in the lives of countless Americans. 
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Mr. QUIGLEY. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the extensive and distinguished 
career of Janice Gould. She has been a 
teacher and a vital part of the Chicago com-
munity for 35 years. 

Ms. Gould teaches art at Lawrence Hall 
Youth Services, a school that treats, educates 
and provides a home to at-risk youth. Using 
the power of art, she shows her students that 
great accomplishments are possible. Her 
former students have participated in and won 
national art competitions and the Chicago City 
Clerk vehicle sticker contests. 

Ms. Gould herself has a long list of special 
honors and awards. She received the Kohl 
International Teaching Award, the Golden 
Apple Teaching Award and the Exceptional 
Teachers Award, as well as being a member 
of the National Teachers Hall of Fame. She 
and her students also started the ‘‘Permanent 
Children’s Art Collection’’ for the Illinois State 
Board of Education, an exhibit designed as a 
reminder of what special-needs children can 
accomplish and create when given the ability 
to blossom. 

Under Ms. Gould’s guidance, troubled youth 
can transform into self-confident, competent 
young men and women. When most aspects 
of their lives have shrouded them in darkness, 
her art classes provide them the environment 
to develop their artistic talents and shine. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing Janice Gould and her ex-
traordinary career, and thank her for her many 
outstanding contributions to the City of Chi-
cago and its youth. Her passion and dedica-
tion serve as an example for us all. 
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Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, it is with 
the heaviest of hearts that I rise today to pay 
tribute to the life of one of my dearest friends 
and an outstanding member of our community, 
Phyllis White. Phyllis lived her life in the best 
and most rewarding way possible—dedicated 
to the service of others and to her community. 

I knew Phyllis for over forty years—a friend-
ship that began when we were both orga-
nizers together for the Community Action Insti-
tute. She was always a vibrant presence back 
then, and she lived each and every day I 
knew her with compassion and humanity, 
grace and conviction. As an organizer, a coun-
selor, and later as an academic advisor, Phyl-
lis was always there to lend a hand, an ear, 
or a shoulder to those in need around her. 

Phyllis was no stranger to the rough-and- 
tumble of life. She lived to see both her sister, 
Natalie, and her lovely daughter, Linda, lose 
their battles with breast cancer. Yet, she never 
let these tragedies crush her spirit or diminish 
her vitality, her optimism, and her caring for 
others. She—and later her granddaughter 
Dawn—took over the leadership of Sisters’ 
Journey, a breast cancer survivors’ advocacy 
organization her daughter Linda had founded, 
to keep up the fight against this deadly dis-
ease and help ensure that other families did 
not have to share in their grief. And to the 
end, and despite her long illness, Phyllis took 
comfort in the small things, and never stopped 
giving back to people when she could. 

In short, Phyllis was a role model and an in-
spiration to me all those years ago, and will 
continue to serve as a source of inspiration to 
all of those fortunate enough to have been 
touched by her kind heart and compassion. I 
will keep her in my thoughts for the rest of my 
days. As we mourn the loss of Phyllis today, 
we can take solace that she is now with Nat-
alie and Linda once more. And I know her leg-
acy here in our world lives on—not only in her 
career and good works throughout Hamden 
and New Haven, but in the love of her children 
Ed Jr., Keith, Craig, Barry, and Anita, her four-
teen grandchildren, and nine great grand-
children. 

Mentor and friend, Phyllis was an extraor-
dinary woman. The impact that she had on my 
life has much to do with the person I am 
today. I will always be grateful for her many 
years of special friendship and for the im-
measurable good that she did for our commu-
nity. Phyllis White is a reflection of all that we 
could hope to be and has left a legacy to 
which we should all strive. Though I mourn the 
friend I lost, I am proud to stand today to cele-
brate her life. She will be missed but never 
forgotten. 
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