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RECOGNITION OF MARINA DAVIS’ 

LIFELONG DEDICATION AS AN 
EDUCATOR 

HON. MARY JO KILROY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 22, 2010 

Ms. KILROY. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Marina Davis for 40 years of dedi-
cated service to the young adults of central 
Ohio. Marina Davis devoted her life to improv-
ing our education system and inspiring stu-
dents to strive for excellence. She passed 
away in December 2009, but will be remem-
bered by everyone who knew her as a dedi-
cated educator and a role model. 

Marina Davis began her career in 1970 as 
a teacher at St. Anthony Grade School in Co-
lumbus, Ohio. She went on to teach English at 
St. Francis DeSales before becoming an as-
sistant principal. While there, she chaired the 
St. Francis DeSales High School Committee, 
which received a Blue Ribbon Award for Ex-
cellence in Education from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education. In 1995 she became the 
first principal of Dublin Scioto High School, 
where she worked until her death this past 
December. 

As an advocate for her students, staff, and 
faculty, Marina continually worked to improve 
the quality of education at each school she 
served. As an innovative administrator she in-
stituted the Professional Learning Community 
Model at Dublin Scioto, which in 2009 re-
ceived a Silver Award of Accomplishment from 
U.S. News and World Report. Marina’s pas-
sion and commitment to education allowed her 
to make a difference in the lives of thousands 
of Ohio students and families, and this tragic 
loss is being felt throughout the community. 

In memory of this outstanding public serv-
ant, the Dublin City Schools Board of Edu-
cation has adopted a resolution formally nam-
ing the Performing Arts Center at Scioto High 
School in her honor. The Marina Davis Per-
forming Arts Center will be dedicated on May 
18, 2010, and will honor Marina’s lifelong com-
mitment to advancing the performing arts 
among Dublin students. Her contributions to 
the central Ohio school system will never be 
forgotten, and I am proud to recognize and 
honor this accomplished and devoted educator 
for a lifetime of service. 
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A TRIBUTE TO MIKE WATERS 

HON. TRAVIS W. CHILDERS 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 22, 2010 

Mr. CHILDERS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate and pay tribute to a fine 
American, Mike Waters, on an occasion when 
he and his business have received a pres-
tigious honor: the International Circle of Excel-
lence Award for 2009. 

The Circle of Excellence, which is awarded 
by the International dealer organization of 
Navistar, Inc., honors International truck deal-
erships that achieve the highest level of dealer 
performance with respect to operating and fi-

nancial standards, market representation, and 
most importantly, customer satisfaction. It is 
the highest honor a dealer principal can re-
ceive from the company. 

Mike’s business, Waters Truck & Tractor 
Co., is headquartered in Columbus, Mis-
sissippi, where it was founded 72 years ago 
by his grandfather. Since Mike joined the com-
pany full-time in 1975, it has grown into one 
of the preeminent truck dealerships in the 
Southeast and the entire nation. In addition to 
five full-service truck locations, the Waters 
Companies include an IC Bus school bus 
dealership, a wrecker service, and remote fa-
cility and equipment maintenance. The Waters 
Companies employ 275 people in all. In 2002, 
Waters Truck & Tractor was named the Inter-
national Dealer of the Year, an honor awarded 
to the one International dealer who exhibits 
the highest commitment to best-in-class cus-
tomer service. With this most recent award, 
Waters Truck & Tractor has now received the 
Circle of Excellence Award a total of 29 times. 

Mike has achieved this level of accomplish-
ment and recognition through many years of 
hard work and service to his industry and 
community. He is active in his church and 
many civic groups and is a board member for 
numerous organizations, including the Ca-
dence Bank, the Baptist Memorial Health Care 
System and the Mississippi University for 
Women Foundation. Mike has now welcomed 
the fourth generation into the business, with 
Michael, Vaughan and Josh Waters having 
joined the company. 

Through his commitment to hard work and 
outstanding customer service, he has built an 
economically vital business of which he can 
be justly proud. Madam Speaker, I ask you 
and my colleagues to join with me in congratu-
lating Mike Waters for his record of accom-
plishment and for his many contributions to his 
community, state and nation. 
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A TRIBUTE TO MRS. JOHNNIE 
BAMPFIELD JAMES 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 22, 2010 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of Mrs. Johnnie Bampfield 
James who turns 90 years old this month. 

Born Johnnie Elizabeth Watts, on February 
25, 1920, in Fairfax, S.C., to the Rev. John 
Quincy Watts and Estella English Watts, Mrs. 
James was one of thirteen children. She re-
members walking with her brothers about 2 
miles to attend the Huspah School, a two- 
room school located on the grounds of the 
local church. Her basketball uniform is cur-
rently displayed at the ‘‘Old Colored School’’, 
which has been formally certified as a histor-
ical landmark in South Carolina. 

In 1937, she attended South Carolina State 
University for a semester, met and married 
James Howard Bampfield, from Yemassee, 
SC. She left school, began a family, and 
moved to Beaufort, S.C. Her daughter, Ethel 
was born in 1940. Joining her husband in New 
York City, she worked as a domestic until she 
returned home to Hampton, S.C. and gave 
birth to her daughter, Gwen, in 1951. 

She began substitute teaching and was en-
couraged to return to school to complete her 
college education with a promise of a job 
when she graduated. She attended Claflin 
College graduating in 1957 and began a 
teaching career in Dale-Lobeca, S.C. (Beau-
fort area) where she taught 1st grade. When 
an opening became available at home, she 
joined the staff at the Hampton Colored 
School. 

In 1958 Ms. Johnnie returned to New York 
and joined her husband in Brooklyn where she 
began a near twenty year dedicated career of 
working with at-risk children at the Spofford 
Juvenile Detention Center, Bronx, N.Y. As a 
‘‘dorm mother’’ Ms. Johnnie gained the re-
spect, admiration and love of hundreds of 
young girls as they passed through the juve-
nile justice system. On more than one occa-
sion she requested special permission to take 
a young girl home with her, and in one such 
instance became a foster parent for a youth 
who had no family resources. Cutting across 
ethnic, racial and religious differences, Mrs. 
James, a skilled seamstress, was a mentor for 
the girls sharing her talent for arts and crafts 
and design and decorating. She was also a 
supportive and reliable employee always dem-
onstrating awareness and consideration of 
others. In 1965 her adopted daughter Barbara 
J. Lee joined the family. 

In 1976 she retired from service in New 
York and returned to her hometown of Hamp-
ton, South Carolina, the same year of her hus-
band’s death. 

In 1978, she married the late Deacon Felder 
James. Ms. Johnnie joined the Huspah Mis-
sionary Baptist Church at an early age and 
has been a faithful member and a Deaconess 
for more than 30 years. Ms. Johnnie continues 
to enjoy her arts and crafts, volunteering at 
the Council on Aging Center in Hampton. Her 
cooking ministry provides infamous Sunday 
fellowship dinners for all who come. 

She is a member of the Eastern Star-Glad 
Tidings Chapter, an active member of the 
Brother & Sister Benevolent Society. She is a 
mother of two daughters, one adopted daugh-
ter, one stepson, six grandchildren, ten great 
grandchildren, and three great-great grand-
children. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in recognition 
of Mrs. Johnnie Bampfield James who turns 
90 this month and I encourage my colleagues 
to join me in this effort and celebration. 
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HONORING ALBRECHT-KEMPER 
MUSEUM OF ART 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 22, 2010 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize the Albrecht-Kemper Mu-
seum of Art in Saint Joseph, Missouri, which 
has been awarded accreditation by the Amer-
ican Association of Museums. Accreditation by 
the AAM is the highest recognition of a muse-
um’s commitment to public service, profes-
sional standards, and excellence in education. 

The Albrecht-Kemper Museum of Art origi-
nated in 1913 with the foundation of the Saint 
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