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HONORING WILLIAM ‘‘BILL’’ 

KAJIKAWA 

N. HARRY E. MITCHELL 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 22, 2010 

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor William ‘‘Bill’’ Kajikawa, a leg-
endary former football, basketball and baseball 
coach at Arizona State University, who passed 
away Monday, February 15. 

Kajikawa began coaching at Arizona State 
in 1937 and retired after close to 40 years of 
dedicated service. Kajikawa served as head 
basketball coach from 1948 to 1957 and was 
head coach of ASU’s club baseball team from 
1947 to 1957. Additionally, Kajikawa worked 
as the freshman football coach under nine 
ASU head football coaches. 

Kajikawa took his only break from ASU dur-
ing World War II, where he served with dis-
tinction in the Army’s 442nd Regimental Com-
bat Team. The 442nd was manned entirely by 
Japanese Americans and was the Army’s 
most decorated combat unit. 

Kajikawa has been recognized on numerous 
occasions for his tremendous accomplish-
ments. In 1995, Arizona State University hon-
ored Kajikawa in a ceremony that named the 
Sun Devil football practice field The Bill 
Kajikawa Practice Facility. He was inducted 
into the Arizona Basketball Hall of Fame in 
1968 and the ASU Hall of Distinction in 1982. 
Moreover, the American Legion selected him 
in 1976 for the Americanism Award to applaud 
his service to young people. 

A true Sun Devil, Kajikawa possessed an 
enthusiastic personality that inspired student 
athletes to excel. He will long be remembered 
and honored for his strong leadership and 
passion for athletics. I am privileged to have 
known Coach Kajikawa and his wonderful 
family, and to have had the opportunity to rep-
resent such an incredible mentor. Please join 
me, Madam Speaker, in remembering his dis-
tinguished legacy. 
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TERRANCE ‘‘TERRY’’ THORNTON 

HON. MICHAEL E. McMAHON 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 22, 2010 

Mr. MCMAHON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to acknowledge, congratulate, and 
honor the career and service of Chief 
Terrance ‘‘Terry’’ Thornton of the Fire Depart-
ment of New York. 

In a long and distinguished career spanning 
nearly three decades, Chief Thornton coura-
geously and selflessly served the people of 
New York City. He has truly earned the right 
to count himself among New York’s bravest. 
From his humble beginnings at Engine 201 in 
Brooklyn in 1981, Terry quickly gained the 
trust and respect of his co-workers and superi-
ors. He was promoted to Lieutenant in 1991 
and to Captain in 1998. 

Perhaps the best example of Chief Thorn-
ton’s leadership and bravery was his selection 
to join the Special Operations Command of 

the FDNY. This elite unit is responsible for all 
types of emergencies in New York City. With 
responsibilities ranging from search and res-
cue to HAZMAT responses, the Special Oper-
ations Command accepts only the best of the 
best. To be selected for this is an honor that 
is earned only by those who perform their du-
ties at the highest level of professionalism and 
competence. In 2004, Terry was promoted to 
chief of 21 Battalion in Staten Island, a crown-
ing achievement to a truly stellar career. After 
serving in this capacity for 5 years, Chief 
Thornton is retiring from the Fire Department 
to begin the next chapter in his life. 

Madam Speaker, on a personal note, I have 
known Chief Thornton since we were both 14 
years old. A better and truer friend neither I 
nor anyone in this chamber could ever wish to 
have. He is without question one of the most 
cheerful, friendly, kind, punctual, talkative, ef-
fervescent, convivial, and fastidious people I 
know. He has taught so many of us at home 
in Staten Island, NY the true meaning of brav-
ery and courage. Not only has he dealt with 
the daily life-threatening situations he and his 
brothers faced while wearing the uniform of 
the New York City Fire Department, but also 
as a civilian he has brought his incredibly 
strong will of character to overcome the daily 
challenges that life presents. He has over-
come great losses by learning to cherish and 
appreciate all of his gains. 

We join his family; his children Patrick, Kyla, 
John, and Tara; his best friend and love, Lisa 
and her children, his sisters and brother, and 
all of his friends in wishing him well. 
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TRIBUTE TO WATSON WILLIAMS 

HON. MICHAEL A. ARCURI 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 22, 2010 

Mr. ARCURI. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise today in honor of 
Watson Williams Elementary School, which is 
located in my Congressional District in upstate 
New York. 

Historically, the overwhelming majority of 
students enter kindergarten at Watson Wil-
liams Elementary School with a delay for cog-
nitive development as measured by standard-
ized screening tools. Watson Williams Ele-
mentary School also experiences a 96 percent 
poverty rating for its students. 

In recent years, during the tenure of Prin-
cipal Henry Frasca, which lasted from Sep-
tember 2002 through June 2008, Watson Wil-
liams Elementary School has received national 
recognition for student achievement, despite 
facing these difficult obstacles. 

Due to Principal Frasca’s extraordinary lead-
ership, and the commitment and dedication of 
his staff, Watson Williams Elementary School 
was named a No Child Left Behind Blue Rib-
bon School of Excellence in 2006 and a Mag-
net School of Excellence in 2008. Most re-
cently, Watson Williams Elementary School 
was a recipient of the Title I School of Distinc-
tion for 2009 which was based on student 
achievement during the school years of 2006– 
2007 and 2007–2008. 

Principal Frasca attributes the high level of 
student achievement during his tenure at Wat-

son Williams Elementary School to the con-
certed efforts of parents, students, teachers, 
staff and administration. 

Madam Speaker, I call on my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing Watson Williams Ele-
mentary School for defying the odds, and es-
tablishing itself as a model of hope and suc-
cess for all struggling schools throughout our 
country. 
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COMMEMORATING THE FIFTH AN-
NUAL DIALYSIS AWARENESS 
WALK 

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 22, 2010 

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate the fifth annual Dialy-
sis Awareness Walk taking place Sunday, 
March 7, 2010. The Sunset Kiwanis Club of 
Fountain Hills and DaVita Patient Citizen’s 
Group has organized this wonderful and excit-
ing event. 

I would particularly like to honor Edward 
Stizza for his efforts coordinating this annual 
event, and for his tremendous commitment to 
educating the community about Chronic Kid-
ney Disease and End Stage renal disease. 
The proceeds from the walk will benefit the Di-
alysis Patient Citizens Group, a non-profit or-
ganization that provides education for dialysis 
patients and their families. Additionally, the 
walk provides an invaluable forum for organi-
zations to answer questions and provide perti-
nent information regarding diabetes, kidney di-
alysis, nutrition and organ transplants. 

More than 20 million Americans have chron-
ic kidney disease, which if left untreated can 
lead to End Stage Renal Disease. However, 
with the help of individuals like Mr. Stizza, and 
particularly his work organizing the Dialysis 
Awareness Walk, we can raise the public 
awareness of this debilitating disease and the 
plight of the more than 400,000 Americans 
who rely on kidney dialysis today. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in applaud-
ing the fifth annual Dialysis Awareness Walk. 
I am confident that this event will do much to 
increase support and funding for those whose 
lives are intimately affected by chronic kidney 
disease. 

f 

HONORING MR. ROGER L. 
GALATAS 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 22, 2010 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Mr. Roger L. Galatas as 
the ‘‘King of the Court’’ of the Montgomery 
County Performing Arts Society for 2010. 

Mr. Galatas is an icon in Montgomery Coun-
ty, Texas. For almost 20 years he worked 
alongside George Mitchell, the founder of the 
Woodlands, on Mr. Mitchell’s innovative and 
internationally recognized development team. 

Roger has held many leadership roles 
throughout his years in The Woodlands, in-
cluding former CEO and president of The 
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