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on being a recipient of the American Jewish 
Committee’s Judge Learned Hand Award. This 
prestigious award honors leaders in the legal 
profession for both their overall excellence in 
the workplace and their contributions to the 
community. Mr. Leesfield has always wel-
comed the challenge to serve the under-
served, and it is this devotion that has earned 
him one of the American Jewish Committee’s 
highest honors. 

Mr. Leesfield carries himself with great in-
tegrity, respect, and dedication in everything 
he does for his profession and for his commu-
nity. A look into his background shows just 
how successful he has been on both of these 
fronts. In 1976, Ira Leesfield founded Leesfield 
& Partners, dedicating his professional life to 
protecting the courtroom rights of the firm’s cli-
ents throughout Florida and the United States. 
He currently holds record personal injury ver-
dicts and settlements in a plethora of jurisdic-
tions, earning him recognition as one of Amer-
ica’s top ten trial lawyers. 

However, Mr. Leesfield’s interest reaches 
far beyond monetary figures as he has been 
recognized for prosecuting cases that benefit 
the public interest. He has received the Amer-
ican Occupational Rehabilitation Training 
(ORT) Jurisprudence Award for his dedication 
to his profession, as well as the prestigious 
Jurisprudence Award from the Anti-Defamation 
League for his success in gaining access to 
the courts for the less privileged. Ira was 
elected President of both the Melvin M. Belli 
Society and the Academy of Florida Trial Law-
yers after receiving each organization’s re-
spective awards: the Belli Award and the Al J. 
Cone Lifetime Achievement Award. 

A resident of Florida since 1956, Ira is an 
American Bar Foundation Fellow, life member 
of the American Association for Justice as well 
as the Roscoe Pound Foundation, and a past 
adjunct professor at the University of Miami 
School of Law. Mr. Leesfield’s success hits 
close to home as his many accomplishments 
have greatly benefited myself as well as the 
great people of Florida’s 23rd Congressional 
District. 

Madam Speaker, I am truly honored to rec-
ognize Mr. Ira Leesfield for his dedication to 
the legal profession and to the South Florida 
community as a whole. 
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TRIBUTE TO LAWRENCE ‘‘LARRY’’ 
KING 

HON. LOIS CAPPS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 22, 2010 

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of my constituent, Lawrence 
‘‘Larry’’ King. 

Two years ago this week, Larry was shot by 
a fellow student while at school in Oxnard, 
CA. 

He died 2 days later. The police classified 
his murder as a hate crime. 

He was 15 years old. 
In addition to our local community, almost 

200 vigils in all 50 States were held to honor 
Larry’s life. 

Two years later, Larry’s death continues to 
remind us of the violence and harassment di-

rected at lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people every day. 

This violence is unacceptable anywhere and 
particularly painful in our schools. 

I think every American believes all our chil-
dren deserve an education free from bullying, 
harassment, discrimination and violence. 

In honor of Larry and all LGBT students, I 
would like to encourage my colleagues to sup-
port the Student Non-Discrimination Act. 

This important bill establishes a comprehen-
sive Federal prohibition of discrimination in 
public schools based on actual or perceived 
sexual orientation or gender identity. 

We know that bullying deprives students of 
equal educational opportunities. 

It also causes high rates of absenteeism, 
dropout, adverse health consequences, and 
academic underachievement among LGBT 
youth. 

Without interference, bullying and discrimi-
nation leads to life-threatening violence and 
suicide. 

Also, when school officials engage in dis-
criminatory treatment, or are indifferent to 
harassing behavior, LGBT students’ constitu-
tional rights are infringed. 

This is deplorable. 
In Larry’s memory, we owe our children 

nothing less than a safe environment and the 
support they need to learn most effectively. 
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VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF 
THE UNITED STATES 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 22, 2010 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam Speaker, 
Whereas, DeKalb County serves as home for 
many of our Veterans that have served in the 
United States Military; and 

Whereas, forty-nine years ago servicemen 
who fought in wartime joined forces to form 
the ‘‘VFW Belvedere Post 4706’’; and 

Whereas, our beloved country, has and con-
tinues to benefit from the service of the mem-
bers of the VFW Post 4706 in the areas of 
leadership, service and scholarship to our 
community; and 

Whereas, this unique group has given of 
themselves tirelessly and unconditionally to 
preserve integrity, advocate for our enlisted 
service personnel and veterans; and 

Whereas, the VFW Post 4706 continues to 
serve our country by being involved in the 
planning, organizing and conducting of cere-
monies that commemorate and recognize 
those who served our country in the United 
States military, our children who desire schol-
arships to gain higher education and veterans 
who have fallen to homelessness; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor, recognize and congratulate the 
VFW Post 4706 on their 49th Anniversary for 
their outstanding service to our District; 

Now therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHN-
SON, JR., do hereby proclaim February 21, 
2010, as Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 
United States Post 4706 Day in the 4th Con-
gressional District. 

Proclaimed, this 21st day of February, 2010. 
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HONORING DR. DON T. NAKANISHI 

HON. JUDY CHU 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 22, 2010 

Ms. CHU. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a pioneer in the field of Asian Amer-
ican political and educational research, and 
one of my dearest mentors, Dr. Don T. 
Nakanishi, on his retirement as director and 
professor of the UCLA Asian American Stud-
ies Center. 

Dr. Nakanishi’s 20-year tenure at the UCLA 
Asian American Studies Center, the largest 
and most renowned research and teaching in-
stitute of its kind in the Nation, has provided 
key leadership and vision for the development 
of the field of Asian American Studies and 
Race and Ethnic Relations Scholarship. His 
contributions to this invaluable field of study 
date back nearly 4 decades. 

Born and raised in the multiethnic, working 
class community of East Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia, Professor Nakanishi attended Theodore 
Roosevelt High School, where he served as 
student body president. He was also selected 
as boy mayor of the City of Los Angeles when 
he was a senior. 

A political scientist, Dr. Nakanishi received 
his B.A. in political science from Yale Univer-
sity in 1971, and his Ph.D., also in political 
science, from Harvard University in 1978. 

A professor at UCLA for 35 years, Dr. 
Nakanishi is a prolific writer and highly influen-
tial teacher and scholar who has written over 
100 books, articles, and reports on the political 
participation of Asian Pacific Americans and 
other ethnic and racial groups in American 
politics; educational research on issues of ac-
cess and representation; and the international 
political dimensions of minority experiences. 

Dr. Nakanishi is widely recognized for devel-
oping the fields of Asian American political 
and educational research. He has received 
numerous awards for his scholarly achieve-
ments and public service, including the Na-
tional Community Leadership Award from the 
Asian Pacific Institute for Congressional Stud-
ies, the prestigious Yale Medal from Yale Uni-
versity, and the inaugural Engaged Scholar 
Award from the Association of Asian American 
Studies. 

Because of his accomplishments, President 
Bill Clinton appointed Dr. Nakanishi to the Civil 
Liberties Public Education Fund board of di-
rectors, which administered the program es-
tablished under the 1988 Civil Liberties Act 
that provided a national apology and repara-
tions for the 120,000 Japanese Americans 
who were incarcerated in concentration camps 
during World War II. 

I urge all my House colleagues to join me 
in honoring Dr. Don Nakanishi for his remark-
able service and contribution to our commu-
nity. 
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