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required that can help IFF, create total 
battlespace situational awareness both in 
open and urban terrain, and provide precision 
targeting data for combined and integrated fire 
support. Funds will be used to accelerate the 
completion of a new technology that is critical 
and urgently needed for small arms detection 
and location for future procurement for force 
protection and situational awareness at all 
command levels in open and urban terrain op-
erations in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

f 

INTRODUCING A RESOLUTION EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
THAT ‘‘DON’T ASK, DON’T TELL’’ 
BE REPEALED IN 2010 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 22, 2010 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to introduce a resolution that rec-
ognizes the Senate Armed Services Commit-
tee’s hearing on Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell, and the 
testimony of Defense Secretary Robert M. 
Gates and Admiral Michael G. Mullen, Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, at the hear-
ing, as an important first step towards equality 
in the Armed Forces. Furthermore, my resolu-
tion expresses the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that this discriminatory law should 
be repealed in 2010. 

There are an estimated 66,000 gay and les-
bian service members currently on active-duty, 
serving in all capacities around the world to 
protect our nation and advance our interests. 
The misguided policy known as Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell is yet another enemy to fight at a 
time when we are strained in two wars. In 
2009 alone, we lost 428 service members to 
Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell at the estimated cost of 
over $12 million. We cannot allow the strength 
and unity of our military to suffer from a de-
structive force within. Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell is 
irreconcilable with the values that our great 
nation was built on and the values that our 
Armed Forces embody. 

The Senate Armed Services Committee’s 
recent hearing on Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell was in-
deed historic, being the first Senate hearing 
on the issue in 17 years. My resolution recog-
nizes the great significance of Defense Sec-
retary Gates and Admiral Mullen’s testimonies, 
which sent a clear signal across the nation 
and through the military ranks that discrimina-
tion is not a value of our Armed Forces. Fur-
thermore, it urges the Pentagon working group 
to deliver an implementation plan to Congress 
as soon as possible while ensuring that the 
needs and concerns of all service members 
are taken into consideration, and strongly rec-
ommends that the Senate Armed Services 
Committee and House Armed Services Com-
mittee’s Subcommittee on Military Personnel 
include active-duty service members in their 
upcoming hearings regarding Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell. 

While a majority of the American people 
support open service by gay and lesbian 
members of the Armed Forces, there are 
those who would like to see the policy kept in 

place. Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell should be re-
pealed swiftly and replaced with a policy of 
non-discrimination and inclusion once and for 
all. 

Madam Speaker, the repeal of Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell is long overdue. It is my sincere 
hope that President Obama, the Department 
of Defense, the U.S. military, and Congress 
will do everything in their power to allow gay 
and lesbian Americans to serve openly as 
soon as possible. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this important resolution and to join me in 
working to bring about the full and final repeal 
of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell this year. 
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HONORING THE CHICAGO CHAPTER 
OF THE AMERICAN VETERANS 
FOR EQUAL RIGHTS 

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 22, 2010 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate the Chicago Chapter of the 
American Veterans for Equal Rights, AVER, 
an organization of gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender veterans of the U.S. Armed 
Forces, on the occasion of the City of Chi-
cago’s annual Salute to LGBT veterans. 

Founded in 1992, the Chicago Chapter of 
AVER provides support to LGBT veterans in 
the Chicago metropolitan area. Members of 
AVER have served in every war from World 
War II to Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Each year, AVER members march in Chi-
cago’s Memorial Day Parade and in Chicago’s 
Gay Pride Parade. By doing so, AVER mem-
bers bear witness to the fact that gay and les-
bian Americans have served throughout our 
history to defend the United States in time of 
war and to preserve our freedoms and democ-
racy. 

AVER fights not only for LGBT veterans but 
also for gay and lesbian soldiers currently 
serving in our Armed Forces, especially those 
who are in harms way in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
AVER members travel to Washington every 
year to lobby members of Congress for an 
end to the ‘‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’’ policy. 

For 15 years, AVER has fought against this 
detrimental policy that requires gay and les-
bian service members to deny who they are 
and to lie about their lives. Our democratic al-
lies—from the United Kingdom to Israel—allow 
gay and lesbian soldiers to serve openly with-
out any adverse effects on military prepared-
ness or morale. This is the basic fairness and 
justice that AVER seeks for gay and lesbian 
American soldiers. 

Madam Speaker, I also want to recognize 
Jim Darby, the founder of the Chicago Chap-
ter of AVER and a Korean War veteran. Jim 
served in the Navy as a Russian-language 
specialist. Along with all the other AVER mem-
bers, Jim has fought tirelessly to educate the 
general public and the Congress about the 
plight of LGBT veterans and active service 
members. What AVER seeks is what we 
should all seek: respect and honor for all 
those who have served and who are serving 
the United States of American through our 
Armed Forces. 

STATEMENT ON H. RES. 1044 COM-
MEMORATING THE 65TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE LIBERATION 
OF AUSCHWITZ, A NAZI CON-
CENTRATION AND EXTERMI-
NATION CAMP, HONORING THE 
VICTIMS OF THE HOLOCAUST, 
AND EXPRESSING COMMITMENT 
TO STRENGTHEN THE FIGHT 
AGAINST BIGOTRY AND INTOL-
ERANCE 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 22, 2010 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I stand before you today in support 
of H. Res. 1044 ‘‘Commemorating the 65th 
anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz, a 
Nazi concentration and extermination camp, 
honoring the victims of the Holocaust, and ex-
pressing commitment to strengthen the fight 
against bigotry and intolerance.’’ 

I would like to begin by thanking my col-
league Representative ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
for introducing this resolution in the House, as 
it is important that we never forget the horrible 
atrocities of the Holocaust and that we con-
tinue to fight against acts of genocide around 
the world as well as fight against bigotry and 
intolerance here at home in the U.S. 

The Auschwitz concentration camp in 
present-day Poland was one of the most hor-
rific Nazi extermination camps during World 
War II. The camp was initially established by 
the Nazis in 1940 as an army barracks but 
soon took on a new role as the Nazis began 
targeting specific groups of people including 
Jews, ethnic Poles, Romani, Soviet civilians, 
Soviet prisoners of war, people with disabil-
ities, homosexuals, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and 
other political and religious groups. 

Between 1940 and 1945 Auschwitz grew 
into the largest of the Nazi concentration 
camps in Europe, and consisted of three main 
camps in addition to 45 other satellite camps 
around the area. 

During the Holocaust, more than 6 million 
Jews and other targeted groups were 
exterminated by the Nazis, and over 1 million 
of those killed in the Holocaust were murdered 
at Auschwitz. 

As prisoners were taken into Auschwitz, 
they would pass through an infamous gate 
that read ‘‘Arbeit macht frei’’ or ‘‘Work makes 
free.’’ This statement could not have been fur-
ther from the truth however. The victims of 
Auschwitz were systematically exterminated in 
gas chambers while others were starved to 
death, tortured, and subjected to forced labor 
and horrific medical experiments. 

On January 27, 1945, Soviet troops entered 
the Auschwitz concentration camp and liber-
ated over 7,000 prisoners from the Nazis. 
Prior to the arrival of the allied Soviet troops 
however, many of the Nazis who were respon-
sible for the horrible acts at Auschwitz es-
caped back into Germany, killing as many 
prisoners as they could in their escape. 

Today we honor the victims of the Holo-
caust who were oppressed and killed by the 
Nazis at Auschwitz as well as those who were 
killed at the hands of the Nazis during World 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 10:26 Apr 02, 2013 Jkt 089102 PO 00000 Frm 00015 Fmt 0689 Sfmt 9920 E:\BR10\E22FE0.000 E22FE0er
ow

e 
on

 D
S

K
2V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-11T23:16:04-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




