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Our Daily Bread is a volunteer-based orga-

nization dedicated to providing critical services 
to families and individuals suffering from finan-
cial hardship. Through robust community sup-
port from local faith-based groups, community 
organizations, local businesses, schools and 
universities, Our Daily Bread has grown to 
provide food, financial literacy education and 
assistance, school supplies, and holiday cheer 
to thousands of people in our area. 

Our Daily Bread’s mission is to identify and 
address the unmet fundamental needs of Fair-
fax area residents, and to empower the com-
munity to help our neighbors maintain self-suf-
ficiency. This mission of sustainability and self- 
sufficiency evolved from humble beginnings. 
Our Daily Bread was founded in 1984 as a 
temporary homeless shelter that rotated 
among several area churches. When Fairfax 
County opened a county-run shelter in the 
Reston area, Our Daily Bread refocused its 
energies on feeding the homeless and opened 
a soup kitchen to serve those most in need. 
Recognizing the difficulties faced by those pa-
trons unable to benefit from this service, Our 
Daily Bread again reinvented itself first by de-
livering sandwiches made by volunteers and 
later to delivering supplemental groceries di-
rectly to homeless families who were living in 
motels along Route 50 in Fairfax. 

Our Daily Bread has a history of being dy-
namic in the face of changing demographics. 
Beginning in the 1990’s and largely fueled by 
the high cost of rental housing, a new urgent 
need emerged. Families who were not home-
less, families in which one or both parents 
were often juggling multiple jobs, were finding 
themselves unable to meet their basic needs 
and were just one crisis away from homeless-
ness. Our Daily Bread rose to meet this chal-
lenge and began a program offering emer-
gency financial assistance in the form of a 
modest one-time grant of up to $350.00. More 
recently, Our Daily Bread expanded their serv-
ices to provide financial mentoring, a back to 
school program and holiday meals and gifts. It 
is a testament to talent and commitment of the 
volunteers, staff, and supporters who make 
Our Daily Bread what it is today; an organiza-
tion with the foresight and readiness to take 
on new problems, while continuing to deliver 
on core initiatives. 

Today, Our Daily Bread provides critical 
services to the elderly, the working poor, the 
disabled and the homeless in the Fairfax area. 
In 2009, Our Daily Bread provided food assist-
ance to 345 families, a 73% increase from the 
previous year. In addition, 279 families bene-
fited from financial assistance and over 100 
families took part in financial literacy training 
and mentoring. Nearly 3,800 families were 
served by the holiday program, and 350 chil-
dren received supplies for school. Over half of 
those assisted by our Daily Bread’s program 
were children. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
join me in paying tribute to Our Daily Bread for 
their commitment to the community. I would 
also to express my sincere gratitude to the 
volunteers and staff who contribute their time 
and energy and also to the Fairfax area busi-
ness community for the support they provide 
to this worthwhile cause. 

HONORING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF FLORIDA STATE REP-
RESENTATIVE GERALDINE F. 
THOMPSON 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 22, 2010 

Mr. GRAYSON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the community activism of 
Florida House Representative Geraldine 
Thompson. State Representative Thompson 
grew up in the South Dade town of Perrine, 
Florida. She attended Miami Dade Community 
College and received a John F. Kennedy/Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr., Scholarship to attend the 
University of Miami in Coral Gables, Florida, 
where she enrolled shortly after that school 
ended racial segregation. In 1970, she re-
ceived a bachelor’s degree with honors in 
journalism and business education. She 
moved with her husband, Emerson, to Talla-
hassee where he attended law school and she 
worked in State government and higher edu-
cation. Her first position in Tallahassee was as 
executive secretary to Representative Gwen-
dolyn Sawyer Cherry, the first African-Amer-
ican woman to serve in the Florida House of 
Representatives. After working for several 
years, she sought a master of science degree 
in communication from Florida State Univer-
sity, which she received in 1973. She then 
joined her husband in Orlando and imme-
diately became active in the central Florida 
community. 

She began work in Orlando as a teacher in 
the Orange County Public School System. 
After 6 years, she left the classroom to accept 
a position as director of the Equal Opportunity 
Office at Valencia Community College where 
she served for 24 years as assistant to the 
president. Among her many accomplishments 
at Valencia Community College, she initiated 
the establishment of the ‘‘College Reach Out 
Program’’ which enabled thousands of low in-
come and disadvantaged students to fulfill 
their dream of going to college. She also 
served on the boards of the Orange County 
Community Action Advisory, the Metropolitan 
Orlando Urban League, WMFE Public Broad-
casting Station, the YMCA, the Mayor’s Martin 
Luther King, Jr., Holiday Commission, the Hol-
ocaust Memorial and Resource Center, and 
the West Orange Healthcare District. In 1987, 
she was appointed by Governor Bob Graham 
to the Florida Commission on Human Rela-
tions. She received confirmation from the Flor-
ida Senate and remained on the Commission 
during the terms of Governor Lawton Chiles, 
where she was elected by her fellow commis-
sioners to serve as chair. 

Also considered a local historian, her pas-
sion for history led her to conducting research 
and compiling documents which resulted in 
authoring a book entitled, ‘‘Black America Se-
ries: Orlando, Florida,’’ in 2003. She is also 
credited with preserving one of Orlando’s 
unique landmarks, The Wells’ Built Hotel, 
which housed some of America’s most promi-
nent citizens, including Justice Thurgood Mar-
shall, Ray Charles, Ella Fitzgerald, Jackie 
Robinson and many more. She helped to se-
cure funds to convert the hotel into a museum 

which is known today as The Wells’ Built Mu-
seum of African American History. 

In November of 2006, she was elected by 
the constituents of District 39 in Orlando to 
serve as the first African-American female to 
represent Orange County in the Florida House 
of Representatives. During her tenure in the 
House she has filed legislation to outlaw the 
mutilation of young women, increase penalties 
for hate crime perpetrators, provide $1.8 mil-
lion in trust fund monies for a student who 
was injured in a local public school, and in-
crease access to healthcare for women diag-
nosed with breast cancer. On November 18, 
2008, she was unanimously selected by her 
legislative colleagues to serve as the Demo-
cratic Leader Pro Tempore, the second high-
est ranking Democrat in the Florida House of 
Representatives. 

Madam Speaker, as Black History Month 
comes to a close, it is with great honor that I 
highlight my friend and fellow champion for 
human and civil rights Geraldine ‘‘Geri’’ 
Thompson. State Representative Thompson 
has been a crucial advocate for women’s 
rights and the African-American community. 
She is a true role model and example of what 
a public servant should be. Her numerous 
contributions will leave a lasting legacy in our 
central Florida community, in the state of Flor-
ida, and for her family. I know her husband, 
the Honorable Emerson R. Thompson, Jr., 
and her three children, Laurise, Emerson III, 
and Elizabeth, and her four grandchildren are 
proud of what she has accomplished. We all 
benefit from her service and dedication. 
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Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, I offer these 
few words in observation and in celebration of 
the birthday of a man who remains very much 
with us as we go about the people’s busi-
ness—Senator Ted Kennedy. 

No one fought harder for the causes in 
which he believed, but he also believed in 
working across the aisle and in reaching out to 
find common ground. 

No one believed more deeply in providing 
universal health care to all Americans and I 
know that if he were still in the United States 
Senate, he would have been working overtime 
to help us find a way to make health care a 
reality for everyone. 

Those of us who are blessed to have known 
him and to be wrapped in his special embrace 
of friendship miss him deeply. 

But we can feel him at our shoulder, urging 
us on, helping us find joy in battle, satisfaction 
in doing our best, and taking inspiration from 
the people who need us most and who cannot 
speak for themselves. And we can still be 
touched by his example, his belief in a com-
mon respect that each of us is here to do our 
best to make our nation better. 

On this day when Senator Kennedy would 
be 78, let us give ourselves a gift—let us be 
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