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TRIBUTE TO GERALD WAYNE 

SMITH 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 22, 2010 

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
and ask the House of Representatives to join 
me in congratulating Gerald Wayne Smith as 
he is awarded the rank of Eagle Scout by the 
Boy Scouts of America. At the age of 71, Ger-
ald is one of the oldest individuals in our coun-
try to receive this distinction. 

Over the years the Tall Pine Council of the 
Boy Scouts of America has worked to provide 
the Scouting opportunity for every youngster. 
The focus of their program is to accommodate 
all abilities. The Council holds a 
‘‘Handicapable Camporee’’ on a regular basis 
to allow all scouts regardless of their abilities 
to learn how to function in an outdoors setting. 
The Tall Pine Council ranks near the top of 
Boy Scout Councils across the Nation that 
have awarded the Eagle Scout rank to young-
sters with disabilities. 

Gerald Wayne Smith is a charter member of 
Boy Scout Troop 117, a Tall Pine Council Boy 
Scout Troop founded on October 16, 1961 as 
a troop devoted to Scouts with differing abili-
ties. He has served as Junior Assistant Scout-
master since 1974, and was promoted to Life 
Scout in 1989. 

Gerald was elected to the Order of the 
Arrow, an honor given to those Scouts that 
best exemplify the Scout Oath and Law in 
their daily lives. He completed his Ordeal re-
quirements in 1985, the Brotherhood require-
ments in 1986 and completed the Vigil level 
requirements in 1998. The Order of the Arrow 
is considered to be scouting’s national service 
organization and Gerald is recognized as an 
honored camper. The purpose of the Order is 
to promote the Scout habit of helpfulness into 
a life purpose of cheerful service to others. 

After overseeing a landscaping and canopy 
renovation project at Asbury United Methodist 
Church in Flint, Michigan, Gerald fulfilled the 
requirements to receive the Eagle Scout 
Award. Only about five percent of Boy Scouts 
earn the rank of Eagle Scout and it is the 
highest level a Boy Scout can achieve. He is 
the ninth Scout in Troop 117 to achieve the 
rank of Eagle Scout. 

Madam Speaker, Gerald Wayne Smith has 
exhibited leadership, service, and outdoor 
skills, throughout his Boy Scout career. These 
are the three essential elements to earning the 
Eagle Scout Award and he is to be com-
mended for his commitment to Scouting and 
his perseverance in achieving his goal. I ask 
the House of Representatives to join me in ap-
plauding this tremendous achievement and 
congratulating him for his accomplishment. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. ANDER CRENSHAW 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 22, 2010 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to submit documentation consistent with 
the Republican Earmark Standards. 

Requesting Member: Congressman ANDER 
CRENSHAW 

Bill Number: H.R. 3326—Department of De-
fense Appropriations Act, 2010 

Account: RDTE, A 
Legal Name of Receiving Entity: Florida 

State University (FSU) 
Address of Receiving Entity: 109 Westcott 

Building Tallahassee, FL 32306 
Description of Request: I have secured 

$3,200,000 in funding in H.R. 3326 in the 
RDTE, A Account for the Nanotubes Opti-
mized for Lightweight Exceptional Strength 
(NOLES) Composite Materials. 

It is my understanding that the funding 
would be used to develop effective personnel 
protection and a lighter, stronger fleet of fight-
ing vehicles through diminutive nanotubes. 

This is a valuable use of taxpayer funds be-
cause the U.S. Army’s objective of developing 
effective personnel protection and a lighter, 
stronger fleet of fighting vehicles may be 
achieved through the diminutive nanotubes 
that (1) are the strongest fiber known, (2) have 
a thermal conductivity two times higher than 
pure diamond, and (3) have unique electrical 
conductivity properties and an ultrahigh cur-
rent carrying capacity. 

There are no matching funds required for 
this project. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF MARY 
RUTHSDOTTER 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 22, 2010 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, I rise with 
sadness today to honor my dear friend, Mary 
Ruthsdotter, who passed away January 8, 
2010, at the age of 65. Mary was a sparkling 
personality and a community leader, friend to 
many, devoted family woman, and a promi-
nent activist for women’s issues. As one of 
four women who founded the National Wom-
en’s History Project, NWHP, in 1980 in Santa 
Rosa, California, she profoundly influenced the 
Nation’s understanding of women’s roles in 
our lives. 

Born in Iowa in 1944 to a military family, 
Mary traveled widely while growing up. She at-
tended UCLA and, while living in Los Angeles, 
married Dave Crawford. The couple moved to 
Sonoma County in 1977. Later, as the spirit of 
feminism informed her life, Mary changed her 
last name from Crawford to Ruthsdotter in 
honor of her mother Ruth. 

With a strong mother and grandmother as 
role models, Mary was always a feminist. The 
move to Sonoma County turned her into an 
activist. She learned about women’s history 
from Molly MacGregor, Bette Morgan, and 
Paula Hammett, future co-founders with her of 
the NWHP. She also heeded the call from the 
Sonoma County Commission on the Status of 
Women for volunteers and eventually became 
its Chair. 

The founding of the NWHP, a national clear-
inghouse and curriculum development center, 
was the realization of a dream to promote and 
celebrate the diverse accomplishments of 
women. As Mary explained it, ‘‘Not knowing 

women’s history and trying to understand the 
world is like not knowing odd numbers and try-
ing to figure out math.’’ 

She served as a researcher and writer and 
traveled around the country making presen-
tations, training teachers, and lobbying for the 
inclusion of women’s accomplishments in the 
nation’s history. She established a nationwide 
network to provide resource materials to 
schools; co-produced a video series, Women 
in American Life, as well as the first video 
documenting the role of Latino women, 
Adelante, Mujeres; and coordinated reviews 
for thousands of books on women in history 
submitted by publishers across the Nation. 
She donated these selections to Sonoma 
State University. 

Thanks to the NWHP, March is now recog-
nized as National Women’s History Month. 
Mary, of course, was on the front lines spear-
heading the movement for National Women’s 
History Week which became the full month of 
recognition in 1987. That is one reason I nom-
inated her for the Women’s History Month 
2007 list of prominent women, a fitting tribute. 
She received the award at a ceremony in the 
Capitol Rotunda in Washington, DC. 

Mary’s community involvement included a 
stint as a field representative for former State 
Assemblymember Patricia Wiggins. Ten years 
ago, she and Dave were leaders in organizing 
a co-housing community, the Two Acre Wood, 
in Sebastopol, California, where they lived with 
people from varied backgrounds, ages, and 
perspectives. Mary enjoyed this extended fam-
ily and working in the garden on the property. 

A portrayal Alice wrote of her mother a few 
years ago truly sums up Mary’s remarkable 
personality. While visiting at Alice’s home in 
Australia, Mary was entranced by the descrip-
tion of a woman as a ‘‘truly remarkable rare 
bird.’’ This phrase fits Mary well, Alice says, 
because ‘‘there is so much about my mother 
that is remarkable and rare. In my mind, the 
mixture of exuberance and STICK TO-IT- 
iveness that she brings to her work in the gar-
den has become a kind of shorthand for what 
I so admire in her approach to life. My mother 
is always cultivating something—in fact, she is 
constantly cultivating many things at once. 
With an abundance of creative energy, she 
starts more projects in a day than many of us 
do in a month, and—even more impres-
sively—she has the patience and the persist-
ence to see the majority of them through.’’ 

Alice describes how Mary brought the imagi-
native vision, inspiration, and verve of her gar-
dening to everything she did, from the Wom-
en’s History Project, to nurturing her relation-
ship with Dave, throwing pots, cooking feasts, 
filling a neighborhood with trees, and ‘‘raising 
a happy and appreciative daughter who turned 
out to be a real, live feminist herself.’’ 

In addition to Dave and Alice, Mary is sur-
vived by her mother Ruth Moyer, son-in-law 
Geoff, and two grandchildren, Marcus and Ian. 

Madam Speaker, Mary Ruthsdotter also 
looked forward to what women can accom-
plish. In her life she exemplified her own de-
scription of the path women’s lives will take: 
‘‘Holding prominent public offices and winning 
Olympic downhill ski medals may be new to 
women, but not because those possibilities 
had held no interest for them in the past. As 
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