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from complete collapse and half-re-
stored growth. 

A full jobs recovery will also take 
time. Monthly job growth during the 
economic boom in the late 1990s was 
231,000. The 2000s saw much worse job 
conditions. Through the 8 years of the 
Bush administration, annual job 
growth was the worst since World War 
II, averaging just 0.2 percent, less than 
half of the next lowest administration. 
We had our work cut out for us from 
the start, but we acted decisively and 
created the conditions for job growth. 
Job losses that were 741,000 when we 
started here, by November of 2009, we 
had in fact created 64,000 jobs net. As a 
consequence of declining job losses, the 
unemployment rate has begun to fall 
from 10.2 percent to 9.7 percent today. 

It will take time to fully dig out of 
this economic morass. Therefore, it is 
critical we maintain the course and 
allow our efforts to continue their posi-
tive effect. 

Mr. Speaker, the mid-Atlantic region 
suffered a second serious winter storm 
within the same week. For those who 
hadn’t fully dug out from the first 
record blizzard, the additional snowfall 
was a daunting and dangerous chal-
lenge. The same holds true for our 
economy. But, unlike the weather, we 
can have an impact. Americans have 
always been persevering. If we stay the 
careful course that has led to the be-
ginnings of our recovery, we can avoid 
the dangers of a double-dip recession. 
We can and will maintain our economic 
recovery until every American has a 
chance to return to work. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 1-YEAR ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE AMERICAN RE-
COVERY AND REINVESTMENT 
ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. YARMUTH) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, as we 
have said many times recently, we are 
acknowledging and recognizing the 1- 
year anniversary of the American Re-
covery and Reinvestment Act. It is in-
teresting on these anniversaries that 
we have considerable discussions about 
whether the act, or any other act, was 
successful or not. 

Just watching Sunday morning’s na-
tional talk shows was a very inter-
esting experience, because we had on 
one show Governor Granholm from 
Michigan and Governor Barbour from 
Mississippi, and you would have be-
lieved that the two of them came from 
different planets or at least that they 
were talking about two very different 
pieces of legislation. 

Jennifer Granholm talked about tens 
of thousands of jobs being created in 
Michigan, beginning the foundation, 
setting the foundation for a new explo-
sion of battery technologies and energy 

technologies. Governor Barbour on the 
other hand said, ‘‘Well, we got a few 
jobs, we’ve paved a few roads, but it 
really wasn’t that good of a program.’’ 

My own Senator and my constituent, 
Senator MCCONNELL, was on another 
talk show saying, ‘‘Yeah, the governors 
like it. It funds a lot of government 
jobs.’’ Well, I am going to get to that 
in a minute, because those government 
jobs are not just government jobs. 
Those are not bureaucrats. Those are 
teachers, those are firefighters, those 
are police officers. Those are people 
who are providing critical public serv-
ices to our constituents. But let’s talk 
about where we were a year ago. 

My colleague from Virginia just 
talked about a lot of the data reflect-
ing what the situation was in the econ-
omy several years ago and last year 
when the Recovery Act went into ef-
fect. But let’s talk about what we were 
trying to do then, because this wasn’t 
just about creating jobs. As all the 
economists have said, we faced a con-
siderable gap in demand in the econ-
omy, as much as $1 trillion a year. 
That is the capacity of the economy 
versus the demand for goods and serv-
ices. And when you have that kind of 
gap, if you have too many people work-
ing and too little demand, people get 
laid off. That is what has happened in 
our economy. Nobody else was filling 
that gap, so economists across the 
spectrum said government has to be 
the spender of last resort. We have to 
fill that gap because consumers aren’t 
spending. 

So what did we do? We not only put 
in programs that would create jobs 
through infrastructure spending and 
investment, but we also said we need to 
make sure that people have their un-
employment benefits, because unem-
ployment benefits are spent; they go 
directly into the economy as quickly 
as possible. 

We wanted to give tax cuts. Many of 
our Republican colleagues asked us to 
do that, so 95 percent of the American 
people have received a tax cut. Now, a 
lot of them don’t know it. As a matter 
of fact, I understand there is a poll now 
of Tea Party supporters in which only 
2 percent say they actually think the 
taxes have decreased in the last year; 
95 percent don’t. But, in fact, virtually 
95 percent of those people have re-
ceived a tax cut. 

But let’s talk about just the experi-
ence in my own congressional district 
in my own State. As Senator MCCON-
NELL said, it is only helping support a 
few government jobs. Well, in fact, in 
my district, because of the first-time 
homebuyers credit, sales of homes in 
Louisville have had four successive 
months of gains, substantial gains. Be-
cause of stimulus fund investment, 
GE’s Appliance Park is bringing 400 
jobs back from China to help build a 
new energy-efficient water heater in 
Louisville, Kentucky. Those aren’t 

government jobs, but private sector 
jobs. 
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The stimulus moneys helped retain 
600 teachers in Jefferson County Public 
Schools. We have a new maintenance 
facility being built at our public tran-
sit company; 80 new construction jobs 
building this energy-efficient facility. 
Stimulus funds provided a billion dol-
lars to shore up our KCHIP program. 
That is health insurance for children. 
We had funding for career training for 
500 at-risk young people. We had $26 
million for remodeling and renovating 
schools. 

Now, Senator MCCONNELL may think 
those aren’t jobs, but I don’t think 
those schools are renovating them-
selves. There are people working to 
renovate those schools, as well as 
building a new Beechmont Fire Sta-
tion, $2.2 million. Those are human 
beings working because of the Recov-
ery Act. 

In all just in my district we have 
served more than 4,000 people. Accord-
ing to local government, which is 
tracking the funds very carefully, we 
have created 1,800 jobs just in Louis-
ville, Kentucky, and we have, again, 
provided numerous public services both 
in Louisville and throughout the State. 

Now, we have a long way to go. The 
Recovery Act was not a cure-all. We 
can have our doubts and our differences 
about whether it has succeeded as well 
as it might have, but the fact is there 
has been true progress made, and we 
expect more progress to be made. 

f 

CREATING JOBS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. BUTTERFIELD) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Thank you very 
much, Mr. Speaker, for recognizing me 
and giving me this time to speak on a 
very important subject. 

I want to associate myself with the 
comments of my friend from Kentucky 
(Mr. YARMUTH) who spoke just a 
minute ago. He is absolutely correct, 
there is no more important discussion 
that we can have on this House floor 
than the subject of jobs, jobs, and jobs. 

I was delighted yesterday to see the 
action of the United States Senate. 
The Senate passed, by a majority of 62 
Senators voting, to invoke cloture and 
to begin discussing and debating the 
long-awaited jobs bill. I am very 
pleased that the Senate is taking this 
matter very seriously. We are working 
to stimulate job growth in this coun-
try. And we must ensure that the bill 
puts people back to work. That is what 
it is all about, putting people back to 
work. Our bill also assists the unem-
ployed and struggling who are trying 
to make ends meet with their family. 
So the vote of the Senate yesterday 
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