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it really is. If it, in fact, had been a 
stimulus bill, it would have been spent 
in the first year, at a minimum, in-
stead of over 5 years. Instead, he 
didn’t. 

Last month, I was encouraged when 
the President said he was going to 
focus like a laser on jobs this year. To 
that end, he has called for a health 
care summit this week. The President 
has got to get off his drive to push uni-
versal, government-run health insur-
ance on the American people, and has 
to start talking about and working on 
the things that we really care about, 
one of which is getting our people back 
to work. 

What the President needs to do is to 
drop his push for government-run 
health care and to start working with 
his Treasury Department to get them 
and our banks lending again. Start 
working with our small business people 
to find out what kind of relief they 
need to start hiring again. It’s about 
jobs, Mr. President. 

f 

BIPARTISANSHIP 
(Mr. HALL of New York asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HALL of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
I am happy to say that, on occasion, we 
do work in a bipartisan fashion and 
that the President works with mem-
bers of both parties. 

In fact, I was a cosponsor of a bill 
that took effect as law yesterday—the 
Credit Card Bill of Rights, as it is com-
monly called. There was an account-
ability act, which was originally spon-
sored by Congresswoman MALONEY of 
New York. It passed this House by 357 
‘‘aye’’ votes, if I remember correctly, 
and it passed the Senate with 90 ‘‘aye’’ 
votes. That’s a pretty strong statement 
of bipartisanship to protect the Amer-
ican consumer from the same banks, 
the same financial institutions that 
were bailed out by the taxpayers, 
which then turned around and jacked 
up interest rates for people with credit 
cards, interest rates as high as 29.9 per-
cent. 

I know. I was one of those people who 
got a notice. I read the fine print, and 
I said, I pay on time. I’ve paid more 
than the minimum payment. How can 
this be done especially when money/ 
credit is so cheap from the Fed? 

So I am proud of the fact that we 
worked to keep children from being ex-
ploited and students from being sent 
credit card offers, that we worked to 
protect families against these unex-
plained increases in interest rates, and 
that we worked together across the 
aisle. 

f 

WHERE ARE THE JOBS? 
(Mrs. CAPITO asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, as we 
mark the anniversary of the so-called 
‘‘stimulus plan,’’ Americans want to 
know: Where are the jobs? 

In my home State of West Virginia, 
the White House predicted that their 
$800 billion stimulus package would 
create 20,000 jobs. Sadly, we have actu-
ally lost over 10,000 jobs. That’s bad 
news for many families. If that’s not 
bad enough that the so-called ‘‘stim-
ulus’’ isn’t living up to its promises of 
new jobs, it’s even worse that the poli-
cies of this administration are actually 
contributing to job loss in States like 
mine. Cap-and-trade puts an economic 
target on the backs of States like 
mine, which results in job loss. 

Meanwhile, the President’s EPA has 
continued to hold up mining permits 
across Appalachia, creating an unprec-
edented sense of uncertainty that is al-
ready costing mining jobs and is 
threatening thousands more. Further, 
the EPA is threatening to or is pushing 
to regulate greenhouse gas emissions, 
which will undoubtedly cost more 
thousands of jobs in our State. 

Mr. Speaker, my constituents may 
have thought their tax dollars were 
going to be used to fund the stimulus 
to result in jobs, but I join them in 
asking: Where are the jobs? 

f 

PUT ASIDE THE PARTISAN 
AGENDA 

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, the masters of information, which I 
call my colleagues on the other side of 
the aisle here, can’t disagree with the 
fact that jobs, homes and insurance 
have been lost by Americans due to the 
failed Bush policies of trickle-down ec-
onomics. 

I want to talk about health care. A 
few people came up to me during our 
last district work period, and said, I’ve 
lost my job. I’ve lost my home to fore-
closure, but take care of health care. 

We can do it together if we stop the 
obstruction on the other side of the 
aisle. This is very important for the 
American people. Instead of being mas-
ters of misinformation, I think my col-
leagues on the other side should put 
aside their partisan agenda and work 
towards what is best for the American 
people. 

f 

WHERE ARE THE JOBS? 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to ask the same question 
which Americans are asking all over 
our great country, which is: Where are 
the jobs? 

We still face almost 10 percent unem-
ployment at the national level and a 
totally unacceptable 11.8 percent un-
employment rate in my home State of 
Florida. It is truly astounding that 
even the administration’s latest budget 
estimates project that the national un-
employment rate will still be near 10 
percent for yet another year. 

It is time that Americans of all back-
grounds and parties say, yes, we can do 
better than this. It is time for the 
President and Congress to take a prov-
en approach for tax relief for working 
families and small businesses while 
doing everything that we can to reduce 
the growing Federal debt, which is 
holding up further economic growth. 
We must do better so we no longer have 
to ask ‘‘Where are the jobs?’’ for yet 
another year. 

f 

A NEW DIRECTION 

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DEFAZIO. To hear our Repub-
lican colleagues, you’d think they have 
an idea or a plan on how to put people 
back to work. 

Remember, it was the failed deregu-
latory policies of the Bush administra-
tion and of the Republican majority 
that ultimately led to the collapse of 
Wall Street, to the emptying out of 
people’s savings accounts and to the 
destroying of businesses across Amer-
ica. It was also their failed free trade 
policies that exported 3 million manu-
facturing jobs during the Bush-Repub-
lican era. 

But, yeah, they always say tax cuts 
will cure everything. I would say that 
the worst part of the stimulus bill they 
are criticizing—and I voted against 
that bill—was the $340 billion in tax 
cuts insisted upon by three Republican 
Senators. How many jobs have they 
produced? 

What did you do with your tax cuts? 
last week I asked my constituents. 

They said, I didn’t get a tax cut. 
I said, Oh, yeah, you did. You got $8 

less withholding. 
They said, Well, that’s not going to 

do anything. That’s not going to put 
my neighbor back to work. That’s not 
going to create any jobs. 

Their nostrum is more tax cuts, more 
deficits, more debt, more deregulation, 
more failed free trade. We need a new 
direction. Yes, this administration 
hasn’t done everything I’ve wanted, 
but it’s a heck of a lot better than the 
disasters they’ve visited upon us. 

f 

WHERE ARE THE JOBS? 

(Mr. LUETKEMEYER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, 
last week, I spent a lot of time back in 
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