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diplomatic role our military plays as it works in 
concert with the State Department in being 
ambassadors of good-will. 

—In 2005 when Comfort responded on our 
own shores after the devastation of Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita, providing treatment to thou-
sands in the Gulf Coast region. Despite re-
gional devastation, the USNS Comfort was 
able to provide critical emergency hospital 
services for residents and first-responders be-
fore regular service was restored. 

—In 2003, when Comfort deployed to war 
and served as an afloat trauma center for two 
months during the initial stages of Operation 
Iraqi Freedom. 

—In 2001, immediately in the aftermath of 
the 9-11 attacks, when Comfort deployed in 
support of Operation Noble Eagle and pro-
vided meals, housing, medical and psycho-
logical services to volunteer and relief workers 
at New York’s ground zero. 

This is just a sampling of the ship and 
crew’s operational history since Comfort was 
delivered to the Navy in 1987. Untold thou-
sands have benefited from these missions. 

Madam Speaker, while many know of Com-
fort and Mercy’s life-saving work, few realize 
that these ships almost did not come into the 
Navy’s fleet. USNS Comfort and USNS Mercy 
began their lives as oil-tankers a decade be-
fore being delivered to the Navy as hospital 
ships. In fact, they were destined for the scrap 
yard, if not for the intervention of Congress 
and specifically the Appropriations Committee. 
It was a Congressional Initiative that was the 
catalyst for the birth of the Mercy Class Hos-
pital Ships. My colleagues and I on the Appro-
priations Committee saw a need for this life- 
saving capability when others sought to scrap 
these ships. We saw the value in these Mercy 
Class Hospital Ships, to provide a unique ca-
pability of being some of the largest U.S. trau-
ma centers with the distinction of having 
world-wide mobility. Even in the face of airfield 
closures, destroyed infrastructure, and inter-
rupted communications, as long as the sea is 
navigable, the USNS Comfort and USNS 
Mercy can get there. Once on the scene, a 
fully crewed ship brings 1,000 medical profes-
sionals, a hospital with a full spectrum of sur-
gical and medical services including four X- 
rays, a CAT scan unit, a dental suite, two oxy-
gen-producing plants, and 5,000 units of 
blood. The ships have 12 operating rooms and 
a total bed capacity of up to 1,000. In short, 
they are fully functional floating hospitals able 
to give first-rate care where otherwise there 
would be no treatment options. 

Madam Speaker, as we take the time today 
to honor the men and women who proudly 
serve this country aboard the USNS Comfort, 
let us also remember the broad scope of com-
passionate contributions that our servicemen 
and women are providing around the world in 
both non-hostile and hostile environments. 
Often times we forget that our military per-
forms many humanitarian functions that other 
agencies and nations depend upon, be it 
logistical support or whole-scale nation-build-
ing. Their efforts and their sacrifice go beyond 
expressions of remorse and tangibly dem-
onstrate our level of commitment to peace and 
prosperity for all. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, we have no further requests for 

time. I yield back the balance of our 
time. 

Mr. MCMAHON. Madam Speaker, I 
have no further requests for time, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
MCMAHON) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1048, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Wanda 
Evans, one of his secretaries. 

f 

BILLY’S LAW 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 3695) to author-
ize funding for, and increase accessi-
bility to, the National Missing and Un-
identified Persons System, to facilitate 
data sharing between such system and 
the National Crime Information Center 
database of the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation, to provide incentive grants 
to help facilitate reporting to such sys-
tems, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3695 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Help Find the 
Missing Act’’ or ‘‘Billy’s Law’’. 
SEC. 2. AUTHORIZATION OF THE NATIONAL MISS-

ING AND UNIDENTIFIED PERSONS 
SYSTEM. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Attorney General, 
through the Director of the National Institute of 
Justice, is authorized to maintain public data-
bases, known as the ‘‘National Missing and Un-
identified Persons System’’ or ‘‘NamUs’’, to con-
tain missing persons records and unidentified 
remains cases for purposes of assisting to iden-
tify missing people and solve cases of unidenti-
fied human remains. All functions, personnel, 
assets, liabilities, and administrative actions ap-
plicable to the National Missing and Unidenti-
fied Persons System carried out by the National 
Institute of Justice on the date before the date 
of the enactment of this Act shall be transferred 
to the National Missing and Unidentified Per-
sons System authorized under this section as of 
the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to carry 
out this section $2,400,000 for each of the fiscal 
years 2011 through 2016. 
SEC. 3. SHARING OF INFORMATION BETWEEN 

NCIC AND NAMUS. 
(a) SHARING OF INFORMATION.—Not later than 

the end of the 30-day period beginning on the 
date the online data entry format is updated 

under subsection (c), the Attorney General 
shall, in accordance with this section, provide 
for information on missing persons and uniden-
tified human remains contained in the NCIC 
database (as defined in section 7) to be trans-
mitted to, entered in, and otherwise shared with 
the NamUs databases (as defined in such sec-
tion) and for such information contained in the 
NamUs databases to be transmitted to, entered 
in, and otherwise shared with the NCIC data-
base. 

(b) RULES ON CONFIDENTIALITY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year after 

the date of the enactment of this Act, the Attor-
ney General, in consultation with the Director 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (in this 
Act referred to as the ‘‘FBI’’), shall promulgate 
rules pursuant to notice and comment that 
specify the information the Attorney General 
may provide from the NCIC files to the NamUs 
databases for purposes of this Act. Such rules 
shall— 

(A) provide for the protection of law enforce-
ment sensitive, confidential, and private infor-
mation contained in the NCIC files; 

(B) be promulgated only after the Director ap-
proves recommendations by the Advisory Policy 
Board of the Criminal Justice Information Serv-
ices Division of the FBI; 

(C) specify the circumstances in which por-
tions of information may be withheld from 
transfer, entry, or sharing from the NCIC data-
base to the NamUs databases; and 

(D) provide that once an authorized agency 
provides an authorization to permit the trans-
mission, entering, or sharing of information (or 
portions of information) from the NCIC data-
base to the NamUs databases, such authoriza-
tion shall be deemed to apply to any updates 
made to such information, unless otherwise 
specified by the agency. 

(2) SUBMISSIONS PRIOR TO ONLINE DATA ENTRY 
FORMAT UPDATE.—With respect to information 
submitted to the NCIC database before the end 
of the 30-day period specified in subsection (a), 
the Attorney General may solicit from appro-
priate authorized agencies authorization to 
transmit, enter, or share such information. 

(c) UPDATES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after 

the date of the enactment of this Act, the Attor-
ney General shall update the online data entry 
format for the NCIC database and NamUs data-
bases to provide State criminal justice agencies, 
offices of medical examiners, and offices of coro-
ners with the option to authorize the submission 
of new information and data that is reported to 
and entered into the NCIC database to simulta-
neously be submitted to and entered into the 
NamUs databases. 

(2) NCIC FORMAT.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of the NCIC 

database, an update described in paragraph (1) 
shall include— 

(i) an update to the NCIC database online 
data entry format that States use in submitting 
missing persons and unidentified remains re-
ports, including the addition of a new data field 
allowing States, on behalf of the authorized 
agency that originally submitted the data, to se-
lect whether or not to have the NCIC report, 
subject to the rules promulgated under sub-
section (b), shared with the NamUs databases; 
and 

(ii) subject to subparagraph (B), a require-
ment that as a condition of participating in the 
NCIC database, States must update their miss-
ing persons and unidentified remains collection 
processes from local and tribal law enforcement, 
medical examiners, and coroners to enable the 
States to acquire information on whether or not 
the authorized agencies originally submitting 
data with respect to a missing person or uniden-
tified remains have provided authorization to 
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