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Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Madam 

Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. 
CASTOR) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 274. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF AFRICAN AMERICANS TO THE 
TRANSPORTATION AND INFRA-
STRUCTURE OF THE UNITED 
STATES 
Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. 

Madam Speaker, I move to suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution (H. 
Res. 1085) honoring and celebrating the 
contributions of African-Americans to 
the transportation and infrastructure 
of the United States. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1085 
Whereas African-Americans have played an 

instrumental role in developing and improv-
ing the transportation and infrastructure of 
the United States through leadership, de-
sign, and innovation; 

Whereas the contributions of African- 
Americans have had significant and far- 
reaching impacts on modern transportation 
systems, including airways, highways, and 
railways, and have led to momentous im-
provements to transportation safety and se-
curity; 

Whereas, in aviation, for example, Eliza-
beth ‘‘Bessie’’ Coleman, a daring stunt pilot 
known as ‘‘Queen Bess’’, was the first Afri-
can-American woman to become a licensed 
airplane pilot in 1921 and the first United 
States citizen of any race or gender to hold 
an international aviation license from the 
Federation Aeronautique Internationale; 

Whereas Eugene Jaques Bullard was the 
first African-American military pilot in his-
tory, serving as a United States volunteer in 
the French army during World War I; 

Whereas Cornelius R. Coffey established 
the Coffey School of Aeronautics at Harlem 
Airport in Chicago, where more than 1,500 
African-American students trained as pilots 
and mechanics from 1938 to 1945, including 
many who would later become Tuskegee Air-
men; 

Whereas Willa Beatrice Brown, the first 
African-American woman to receive a United 
States private pilot license in 1938, helped 
found the National Airmen’s Association of 
America in 1939, later became the coordi-
nator of war-training service for the Civil 
Aeronautics Authority, and served as the 
first African-American female officer in the 
Civil Air Patrol; 

Whereas Neil V. Loving helped form an all 
African-American Civil Air Patrol Squadron 
in Detroit, established the Wayne School of 
Aeronautics in 1946, designed and built sev-
eral experimental aircraft, and performed 
critical research as an aerospace engineer for 
the United States Air Force; 

Whereas Marlon Green became the first Af-
rican-American pilot for a major airline in 
1965 after winning a landmark racial dis-
crimination employment case in the Su-
preme Court of the United States, and served 
earlier in his career as a Captain in the 
United States Air Force for 9 years; 

Whereas the Tuskegee Airmen were the 
first African-American airmen, aircraft and 
engine mechanics, armament specialists, 
radio repairmen, parachute riggers, control 
tower operators, policemen, and administra-
tive clerks during World War II, and whose 
service and performance were instrumental 
in ending segregation in the United States 
military; 

Whereas Dr. Lewis A. Jackson, an aviation 
pioneer and educator, was the director of 
training at the Army Air Force 66th Flight 
Training Detatchment at Moton Field, the 
primary flight training site for the Tuskegee 
Airmen, and also pursued designing an exper-
imental aircraft called a roadable airplane; 

Whereas Elinor Williams became the first 
African-American woman to be an air traffic 
controller in 1968 and the first African-Amer-
ican woman to manage an Air Route Traffic 
Control Center, who then went on to become 
the regional administrator of the Great 
Lakes Region for the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration; 

Whereas LeRoy Wilton Homer, Jr., coura-
geously served as the first officer of United 
Airlines Flight 93, which was overtaken by 
terrorists on September 11, 2001, and pre-
viously served in the United States Air 
Force in the Persian Gulf War; 

Whereas Barrington Irving became the 
first African-American and youngest indi-
vidual at 23 to fly solo around-the-world in 
his custom-built Columbia 400 named Inspi-
ration in June 2007, and founded the non- 
profit organization Experience Aviation, Inc. 
to introduce youth to aviation and aerospace 
and to address the shortage of young people 
pursuing careers in those fields; 

Whereas African-Americans have also 
played important roles in shaping the Na-
tion’s highways, bridges, and transit and rail 
systems throughout the country’s history 
through innovation, pioneering new tech-
nologies, and building the infrastructure 
that connects the Nation and enables eco-
nomic growth and prosperity; 

Whereas Garrett A. Morgan invented the 
Automatic Traffic Signal, a precursor to the 
modern traffic light; 

Whereas Horace King became known as 
‘‘The Bridge Builder’’ for his work rebuilding 
bridges throughout Georgia, Mississippi, 
South Carolina, Alabama, New York, and 
many other States and passed on his legacy 
to his children through the family business, 
the Bridge Company; 

Whereas Archibald Alexander placed his 
mark on the Nation’s capital by designing 
the Tidal Basin Bridge and the Whitehurst 
Freeway in Washington, DC; 

Whereas the all African-American 93rd, 
95th, and 97th Army Engineer General Serv-
ice Regiments overcame harsh environ-
mental conditions and racial discrimination 
to help build the most difficult and haz-
ardous portion of the Alaska Highway; 

Whereas Frederick M. Jones patented the 
air-conditioning controlling device to enable 
the transportation of perishable food using 
trucks and rail cars, and also patented the 
gas engine starter and a control device for 
internal combustion engines; 

Whereas Richard Spikes is credited with 
the invention of such advancements as the 
automatic car washer, automobile direc-
tional signs, the automatic gear shift and 

transmission, and the automatic safety 
brake system; 

Whereas M.A. Cherry invented a device 
known as the Velocipede, a precursor to the 
bicycle, and the streetcar fender, designed to 
prevent collisions with debris on streetcar 
tracks; 

Whereas Issac R. Johnson invented the bi-
cycle frame in 1899; 

Whereas Humphrey Reynolds invented the 
safety gate for bridges to prevent cars and 
pedestrians from entering the tracks at the 
same time a train is approaching; 

Whereas Benjamin Banneker, an astron-
omer, surveyor, almanac author, and farmer, 
helped survey the boundaries of what became 
the District of Columbia; 

Whereas Walter McClennan invented the 
automatic railway car door in 1920; 

Whereas Elijah McCoy, a fireman and oiler 
for the Michigan Central Railroad, developed 
a ‘‘lubricating cup’’ in 1872 to automatically 
oil steam engines on trains, which dramati-
cally improved efficiency by eliminating the 
frequent stopping necessary for lubrication 
of the engine; 

Whereas other inventors attempted to sell 
their own versions of the ‘‘lubricating cup’’ 
but most companies wanted the authentic 
device for their trains, requesting ‘‘the Real 
McCoy’’; 

Whereas according to Booker T. Wash-
ington, McCoy had produced more patents 
than any other African-American inventor of 
his time, many of which contributed to the 
railroad industry; 

Whereas McCoy was inducted into the Na-
tional Inventors Hall of Fame in Akron, 
Ohio, in 2001; 

Whereas Granville T. Woods invented over 
a dozen devices to improve the railroad sys-
tem including his most notable invention in 
1887, the Synchronous Multiplex Railway 
Telegraph, which enabled communications 
between moving and stationary trains cre-
ating a system that enabled a railroad engi-
neer to determine the distance between 
trains to help improve accidents and colli-
sions; 

Whereas Woods also founded the Woods 
Railway Telegraph Company and is credited 
with the development of a system for over-
head electrified railroads, patented several 
overhead wire and third rail transmissions 
systems, and made improvements to the 
steam-boiler furnace; 

Whereas Andrew Beard, an ex-railroad 
worker who lost his leg in a car coupling ac-
cident, invented a device in 1897 that auto-
matically performs the dangerous job of 
linking rail cars together, commonly called 
the Jenny Coupler, the device served as the 
precursor for the modern system; 

Whereas Lewis Howard Latimer, who draft-
ed the patent drawings for Alexander Gra-
ham Bell’s patent application for the tele-
phone and established public lighting sys-
tems for entire cities like New York City, 
Montreal, Paris, and London, invented a 
flushing water closet for trains in 1874; 

Whereas, A.B. Blackburn patented a rail-
way signal in 1888 designed to be operated by 
the wheels of a train; 

Whereas W.F. Burr invented a railway 
switching device in 1899; 

Whereas Elbert R. Robinson invented the 
electric railway trolley in 1893; 

Whereas the work of many influential Afri-
can-Americans through the civil rights 
movement and other social and political 
movements in the United States led to de-
segregation in transportation as well as sig-
nificant improvements to the working condi-
tions and rights of transportation workers 
throughout the United States; 
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Whereas Rosa Parks, Homer Plessy, and 

many other civil rights activists insisted on 
equitable access to public transportation; 

Whereas Pullman Porters, which provided 
service to and attended to the needs of pas-
sengers on board trains, became leaders in 
the civil rights movement and formed the 
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters in 1925, 
under the leadership of civil rights leader A. 
Philip Randolph, who fought tirelessly to 
improve the working conditions and pay for 
the Pullman Porters; 

Whereas the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car 
Porters was the first African-American labor 
union to sign a collective bargaining agree-
ment with a major United States corpora-
tion on August 25, 1937; and 

Whereas National African American His-
tory Month is celebrated in February 2010: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional African American History Month; 

(2) honors and celebrates the important 
contributions that African-Americans have 
made throughout history to the transpor-
tation and infrastructure of the United 
States; and 

(3) urges citizens and communities 
throughout the United States to join with 
representatives of the Federal Government 
to recognize the substantial contributions 
that African-Americans have made and con-
tinue to make to the Nation’s transportation 
and infrastructure systems. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. CORRINE BROWN) and the 
gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. CAO) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Florida. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. 

Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members may have 5 leg-
islative days within which to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
additional materials on House Resolu-
tion 1085. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. 

Madam Speaker, I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

Madam Speaker, it is a privilege to 
offer this resolution during Black His-
tory Month honoring African Ameri-
cans’ contributions to transportation 
and infrastructure in America. 

African Americans have played an in-
strumental role in developing and im-
proving the transportation and infra-
structure of the United States. African 
Americans have had significant and 
far-reaching influence on all modes of 
transportation, leading to major im-
provements in operations, safety, and 
security on our railways, airways, and 
highways. 

Because of the contributions of these 
pioneering African Americans, thou-
sands of young people have been in-
spired to a higher calling. Without 
their contributions, we wouldn’t have 
the bicycle, safety gates on bridges, 

turning signals, automatic traffic sig-
nals, air-conditioned trucks and rail 
cars, automatic transmissions, and 
hundreds of other inventions that 
make transportation safer and more ef-
ficient for everyone. 

Transportation also has a storied his-
tory in the civil rights movement. Ev-
eryone knows that Rosa Park’s refusal 
to move to the back of the bus was one 
of the defining moments in the fight 
for equal rights for people of color. 

When I was elected to Congress in 
1992, I, along with Congressman ALCEE 
HASTINGS and Congresswoman CARRIE 
MEEK, were the first African Americans 
to serve in the House of Representa-
tives from Florida since Reconstruc-
tion. From the moment I was elected, I 
fought for a seat on the Transportation 
and Infrastructure Committee, and I 
am honored to serve as Chair of the 
Subcommittee on Railroads, Pipelines, 
and Hazardous Materials. 

Serving on the Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee has allowed 
me to provide good jobs and expand 
economic development and new trans-
portation options for the people of my 
district, my State, and throughout the 
United States. 

Today on the Transportation and In-
frastructure Committee, African Amer-
icans serve four Chairs in six sub-
committees, and along with Chairman 
OBERSTAR and other Members, we are 
working to restore fairness for minori-
ties and women in all aspects of our 
Nation’s transportation system. We all 
do our part to support the Nation’s 
transportation system, and we all de-
serve a seat at the table so we can 
build and design the systems of the fu-
ture. I often compare it to my grand-
mother’s delicious sweet potato pie: We 
all pay for the ingredients, and we all 
deserve a slice of the pie. I believe it is 
our duty to ensure that minorities and 
women-owned businesses are able to 
compete for contracts as we spend bil-
lions of Federal dollars on transpor-
tation projects. 

The tragedies in Haiti and the Gulf 
Coast show just how critical our trans-
portation systems are to protecting 
our citizens; without it, we are often 
helpless. Too often we take our infra-
structure for granted, but it is truly 
what separates a superpower from a 
Third World country. 

Lastly, I would like to talk about the 
importance of transportation to our 
economy. Transportation projects put 
people to work, create economic devel-
opment, and provide a better commu-
nity. Nothing creates jobs better than 
infrastructure projects. In fact, the 
$34.3 billion in the Recovery Act for 
transportation projects created 250,000 
direct jobs and 760,000 indirect jobs. 

Today we are standing on the shoul-
ders of those pioneering giants that 
came before us. As we make bigger 
strides each day to improve transpor-
tation, we must not forget the ‘‘never 

give up’’ attitude that made these in-
ventions and milestones possible. I 
would encourage all Members to vote 
‘‘yes’’ on this resolution and show their 
support for the brave men and women 
who against all odds made America a 
better place to live. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. CAO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H. Res. 1085 and 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
H. Res. 1085, a resolution to honor and 
celebrate the contributions of African 
Americans to the transportation infra-
structure of the United States. Our 
transportation systems are an every-
day part of both our business and our 
social lives. We take advantage of 
transportation infrastructure every 
day and think little about what it has 
taken over history to put these modern 
systems in place. 

Today, as we celebrate African Amer-
ican History Month, it is fitting that 
this House should pay special honor to 
those African Americans who have con-
tributed to the creation of the modern 
transportation system on which our 
economy depends. 

African Americans have been instru-
mental in the development of transpor-
tation infrastructure in many ways. 
They have been pioneers of aviation; 
they were dedicated railroad Pullman 
Porters who saw to the safety and com-
fort of passengers; they have been 
bridge architects and engineers; and 
they have been inventors, developers, 
and manufacturers of such transpor-
tation innovations as devices to make 
refrigerated trucks and railcars pos-
sible, automatic traffic signals, auto-
matic coupling devices for railcars, the 
electric railway trolley, railway 
switching devices, automatic trans-
missions, and safety gates for bridges. 
In addition, while making these 
achievements, these men and women 
had to overcome the racial discrimina-
tion of their day. I am pleased to rise 
today in recognition of their remark-
able achievements and urge all Mem-
bers to support the resolution. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of H. Res. 1085, intro-
duced by the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. 
BROWN), which honors and celebrates the nu-
merous contributions of African-Americans to 
the transportation and infrastructure of the 
United States. 

As we celebrate National African American 
History Month this February, we recognize the 
contributions that African-Americans have 
made to American history through art, politics, 
business, and science. Today, we are taking 
time to recognize the significant and extensive 
contributions African-Americans have made to 
the transportation systems that connect our 
nation, bringing communities together and en-
abling economic growth and prosperity across 
the country. 
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Whether we are talking about the develop-

ment of our world class aviation system, or 
our highways or railways, African-Americans 
have played an important role in the develop-
ment of our nation’s transportation systems 
throughout history. 

In aviation, as a result of the leadership of 
Cornelius R. Coffey in establishing the Coffey 
School of Aeronautics at Harlem Airport in 
Chicago, more than 1,500 African-American 
students were trained as pilots and mechanics 
from 1938 and 1945. Many of the students of 
the Coffey School of Aeronautics went on to 
become Tuskegee Airmen. The Tuskegee Air-
men were the first African-American airmen, 
aircraft and engine mechanics, armament spe-
cialists, radio repairmen, parachute riggers, 
control tower operators, policemen and admin-
istrative clerks during World War II. The serv-
ice and performance of the Tuskegee Airmen 
was instrumental in ending segregation in the 
United States military. 

Benjamin Banneker, a self-educated sci-
entist, astronomer, surveyor, almanac author, 
writer and farmer, is known for many things in-
cluding helping to survey the boundaries of 
what is now the District of Columbia. In addi-
tion, the precursor to the modern day traffic 
light was invented by Garret A. Morgan, who 
is credited with the design of the Automatic 
Traffic Signal. 

Through innovation and invention, African- 
Americans have had a profound impact on the 
development of our world class railway sys-
tem. One of the most notable inventors, Gran-
ville T. Woods, patented dozens of devices 
during his life to improve the railroad system, 
including one very notable invention that has 
improved railway safety by reducing accidents 
and collisions. In 1887, Mr. Woods invented 
the Synchronous Multiplex Railway Telegraph 
that enabled communications between moving 
and stationary trains, helping railroad engi-
neers to determine the distance between 
trains for the first time, and thereby substan-
tially enhancing safety. 

Through the Civil Rights movement, many 
influential African-Americans, such as Rosa 
Parks and Homer Plessy, were leaders in so-
cial and political movements to desegregate 
transportation, while other African-American 
leaders worked to make significant improve-
ments to the working conditions and rights of 
transportation workers throughout the nation. 

I note the significant contributions of the 
Pullman Porters, who worked on board pas-
senger trains and who became leaders in the 
civil rights and labor movements when they 
formed the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Por-
ters in 1925, under the leadership of civil 
rights leader A. Philip Randolph. The Brother-
hood of Sleeping Car Porters was the first Af-
rican-American labor union to sign a collective 
bargaining agreement with a major U.S. cor-
poration. The Brotherhood literally paved the 
way for union labor throughout this country, 
and fought tirelessly to improve the often 
harsh working conditions and low pay that 
Pullman Porters and others received. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in cele-
brating and honoring these African Americans 
and their important contributions to our na-
tion’s transportation and infrastructure systems 
by supporting H. Res. 1085. 

Ms. RICHARDSON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H. Res. 1085, which sup-

ports the goals and ideals of National African 
American History Month, celebrates the con-
tributions that African Americans have made 
to the transportation and infrastructure of the 
United States, and urges the American people 
to join the House of Representatives in cele-
brating these vital contributions. H. Res. 1085 
is an important measure that pays tribute to 
African Americans’ crucial role in building our 
nation, innovating new technologies, and help-
ing create long-lasting economic growth and 
prosperity. 

I thank Chairman OBERSTAR for his leader-
ship in bringing this bill to the floor. I would 
also like to thank the author of this legislation, 
Congresswoman CORRINE BROWN, for chron-
icling the crucial, and often overlooked con-
tributions of African Americans to our nation’s 
growth and progress. 

Madam Speaker, African Americans have 
made significant and far-reaching contributions 
to our nation’s transportation systems and crit-
ical infrastructure. Thousands of African Amer-
icans overcame racial discrimination, harsh 
environmental conditions, and frequently phys-
ical danger, to build critical portions of our na-
tion’s highways, bridges, and transit systems. 
Many African Americans founded aeronautics 
schools that trained pilots who went on to 
serve in the military or fly commercial airliners. 
Further, African Americans were the source of 
innovative designs that helped make our 
transportation and infrastructure systems mod-
ern, efficient, and safe. For example, Garrett 
A. Morgan developed the traffic signal, which 
has proven indispensible to our transportation 
system. Elijah McCoy’s ‘‘lubricating cup’’ auto-
matically oiled steam engines, making the rail-
road system dramatically more efficient. Elbert 
R. Robinson invented the electric railway trol-
ley, which was adopted by cities across the 
country. Humphrey Reynolds produced the 
safety gate on bridges, a development that 
has made transportation significantly safer. 
These are only a few examples of the vital 
contributions of African Americans to transpor-
tation and infrastructure in the United States. 

It is perhaps even less well known that dur-
ing the Civil Rights Movement, countless Afri-
can Americans devoted themselves to tireless 
activism that led to the desegregation of our 
nation’s transportation systems and improved 
working conditions for transportation workers 
of all races across the country. These invalu-
able efforts not only improved our roads, 
bridges, and transit systems, but also led to 
significant national progress in achieving racial 
equality and reconciliation. It is entirely fitting 
that we take this opportunity to honor African 
Americans’ contributions to our transportation 
and infrastructure and appreciate the innumer-
able benefits that these efforts yielded for our 
nation. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting H. Res. 1085. 

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
RICHARDSON). The question is on the 
motion offered by the gentlewoman 
from Florida (Ms. CORRINE BROWN) that 
the House suspend the rules and agree 
to the resolution, H. Res. 1085. 

The question was taken. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, on that I demand the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY RELATING TO CUBA 
AND OF THE EMERGENCY AU-
THORITY RELATING TO THE 
REGULATION OF THE ANCHOR-
AGE AND MOVEMENT OF VES-
SELS—MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 111–94) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and ordered to be printed: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the 
anniversary date of its declaration, the 
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a 
notice stating that the emergency is to 
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent the enclosed notice 
to the Federal Register for publication, 
stating that the national emergency 
declared with respect to the Govern-
ment of Cuba’s destruction of two un-
armed U.S.-registered civilian aircraft 
in international airspace north of Cuba 
on February 24, 1996, as amended and 
expanded on February 26, 2004, is to 
continue in effect beyond March 1, 2010. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 23, 2010. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 2314, NATIVE HAWAIIAN 
GOVERNMENT REORGANIZATION 
ACT OF 2009 

Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 1083 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1083 

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this 
resolution it shall be in order to consider in 
the House the bill (H.R. 2314) to express the 
policy of the United States regarding the 
United States relationship with Native Ha-
waiians and to provide a process for the rec-
ognition by the United States of the Native 
Hawaiian governing entity. All points of 
order against consideration of the bill are 
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