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Whether we are talking about the develop-

ment of our world class aviation system, or 
our highways or railways, African-Americans 
have played an important role in the develop-
ment of our nation’s transportation systems 
throughout history. 

In aviation, as a result of the leadership of 
Cornelius R. Coffey in establishing the Coffey 
School of Aeronautics at Harlem Airport in 
Chicago, more than 1,500 African-American 
students were trained as pilots and mechanics 
from 1938 and 1945. Many of the students of 
the Coffey School of Aeronautics went on to 
become Tuskegee Airmen. The Tuskegee Air-
men were the first African-American airmen, 
aircraft and engine mechanics, armament spe-
cialists, radio repairmen, parachute riggers, 
control tower operators, policemen and admin-
istrative clerks during World War II. The serv-
ice and performance of the Tuskegee Airmen 
was instrumental in ending segregation in the 
United States military. 

Benjamin Banneker, a self-educated sci-
entist, astronomer, surveyor, almanac author, 
writer and farmer, is known for many things in-
cluding helping to survey the boundaries of 
what is now the District of Columbia. In addi-
tion, the precursor to the modern day traffic 
light was invented by Garret A. Morgan, who 
is credited with the design of the Automatic 
Traffic Signal. 

Through innovation and invention, African- 
Americans have had a profound impact on the 
development of our world class railway sys-
tem. One of the most notable inventors, Gran-
ville T. Woods, patented dozens of devices 
during his life to improve the railroad system, 
including one very notable invention that has 
improved railway safety by reducing accidents 
and collisions. In 1887, Mr. Woods invented 
the Synchronous Multiplex Railway Telegraph 
that enabled communications between moving 
and stationary trains, helping railroad engi-
neers to determine the distance between 
trains for the first time, and thereby substan-
tially enhancing safety. 

Through the Civil Rights movement, many 
influential African-Americans, such as Rosa 
Parks and Homer Plessy, were leaders in so-
cial and political movements to desegregate 
transportation, while other African-American 
leaders worked to make significant improve-
ments to the working conditions and rights of 
transportation workers throughout the nation. 

I note the significant contributions of the 
Pullman Porters, who worked on board pas-
senger trains and who became leaders in the 
civil rights and labor movements when they 
formed the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Por-
ters in 1925, under the leadership of civil 
rights leader A. Philip Randolph. The Brother-
hood of Sleeping Car Porters was the first Af-
rican-American labor union to sign a collective 
bargaining agreement with a major U.S. cor-
poration. The Brotherhood literally paved the 
way for union labor throughout this country, 
and fought tirelessly to improve the often 
harsh working conditions and low pay that 
Pullman Porters and others received. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in cele-
brating and honoring these African Americans 
and their important contributions to our na-
tion’s transportation and infrastructure systems 
by supporting H. Res. 1085. 

Ms. RICHARDSON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H. Res. 1085, which sup-

ports the goals and ideals of National African 
American History Month, celebrates the con-
tributions that African Americans have made 
to the transportation and infrastructure of the 
United States, and urges the American people 
to join the House of Representatives in cele-
brating these vital contributions. H. Res. 1085 
is an important measure that pays tribute to 
African Americans’ crucial role in building our 
nation, innovating new technologies, and help-
ing create long-lasting economic growth and 
prosperity. 

I thank Chairman OBERSTAR for his leader-
ship in bringing this bill to the floor. I would 
also like to thank the author of this legislation, 
Congresswoman CORRINE BROWN, for chron-
icling the crucial, and often overlooked con-
tributions of African Americans to our nation’s 
growth and progress. 

Madam Speaker, African Americans have 
made significant and far-reaching contributions 
to our nation’s transportation systems and crit-
ical infrastructure. Thousands of African Amer-
icans overcame racial discrimination, harsh 
environmental conditions, and frequently phys-
ical danger, to build critical portions of our na-
tion’s highways, bridges, and transit systems. 
Many African Americans founded aeronautics 
schools that trained pilots who went on to 
serve in the military or fly commercial airliners. 
Further, African Americans were the source of 
innovative designs that helped make our 
transportation and infrastructure systems mod-
ern, efficient, and safe. For example, Garrett 
A. Morgan developed the traffic signal, which 
has proven indispensible to our transportation 
system. Elijah McCoy’s ‘‘lubricating cup’’ auto-
matically oiled steam engines, making the rail-
road system dramatically more efficient. Elbert 
R. Robinson invented the electric railway trol-
ley, which was adopted by cities across the 
country. Humphrey Reynolds produced the 
safety gate on bridges, a development that 
has made transportation significantly safer. 
These are only a few examples of the vital 
contributions of African Americans to transpor-
tation and infrastructure in the United States. 

It is perhaps even less well known that dur-
ing the Civil Rights Movement, countless Afri-
can Americans devoted themselves to tireless 
activism that led to the desegregation of our 
nation’s transportation systems and improved 
working conditions for transportation workers 
of all races across the country. These invalu-
able efforts not only improved our roads, 
bridges, and transit systems, but also led to 
significant national progress in achieving racial 
equality and reconciliation. It is entirely fitting 
that we take this opportunity to honor African 
Americans’ contributions to our transportation 
and infrastructure and appreciate the innumer-
able benefits that these efforts yielded for our 
nation. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting H. Res. 1085. 

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
RICHARDSON). The question is on the 
motion offered by the gentlewoman 
from Florida (Ms. CORRINE BROWN) that 
the House suspend the rules and agree 
to the resolution, H. Res. 1085. 

The question was taken. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, on that I demand the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY RELATING TO CUBA 
AND OF THE EMERGENCY AU-
THORITY RELATING TO THE 
REGULATION OF THE ANCHOR-
AGE AND MOVEMENT OF VES-
SELS—MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 111–94) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and ordered to be printed: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the 
anniversary date of its declaration, the 
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a 
notice stating that the emergency is to 
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent the enclosed notice 
to the Federal Register for publication, 
stating that the national emergency 
declared with respect to the Govern-
ment of Cuba’s destruction of two un-
armed U.S.-registered civilian aircraft 
in international airspace north of Cuba 
on February 24, 1996, as amended and 
expanded on February 26, 2004, is to 
continue in effect beyond March 1, 2010. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 23, 2010. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 2314, NATIVE HAWAIIAN 
GOVERNMENT REORGANIZATION 
ACT OF 2009 

Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 1083 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1083 

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this 
resolution it shall be in order to consider in 
the House the bill (H.R. 2314) to express the 
policy of the United States regarding the 
United States relationship with Native Ha-
waiians and to provide a process for the rec-
ognition by the United States of the Native 
Hawaiian governing entity. All points of 
order against consideration of the bill are 
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