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mind for me is a couple whom I know 
who was hit with a catastrophic ill-
ness—a husband and wife team. Their 
premiums increased by 37 percent over 
the course of 2 years, and they are left 
now with one wage earner in the fam-
ily. Both had been working. As the wife 
of this couple was impacted by cata-
strophic illness, they are now left with 
one wage earner and with a pile of debt 
that is $18,000 worth of uncovered med-
ical expenses. 

So that’s what this is about. That’s 
what feeds the passion of this debate. 

I have to commend the leadership of 
this House. Speaker PELOSI has been 
vigilant about pushing the reforms, 
along with our respective Chairs from 
Education and Labor, from Ways and 
Means, from Energy and Commerce, 
and about really making it happen, 
about moving forward to make certain 
that the people’s voices are heard here 
in this debate. 

When we talk about some of the un-
fairness, about some of the imbalance 
in the outcomes, what about the med-
ical loss ratio? Fewer and fewer pre-
miums collected, percentage-wise, are 
returned to direct care for consumers. 
It was 95 percent a decade-and-a-half 
ago. Today, it’s below 80 percent. So 
there is a reason for a number of these 
issues to come forward. There are a 
number of reforms to be advanced. 

This bill, the Perriello-Markey bill, 
hopefully, will be approved tomorrow 
in a bipartisan vote. I am pleased to 
stand here in support of this measure. 
I want to thank all of my colleagues 
for the input that they are providing 
for this historic moment to happen. 

I thank you very much. 
Mr. PERRIELLO. We can make a dif-

ference tomorrow. We can make a dif-
ference in forcing competition in the 
health care market. We can also make 
a difference in starting to restore some 
of the trust in this body and in Wash-
ington. People across this country do 
not trust Congress, and that’s for good 
reason. They always hear about the 
special interests coming out ahead. 
Here is a simple, simple thing: 

Two pages, 24 lines long, which sim-
ply say that health insurance compa-
nies, which are some of the biggest 
companies in the world, should have to 
play by the same rules. 

If the plumbers in my district got to-
gether and started to set prices, they’d 
go to jail. Why is it that the health in-
surance companies should be able to 
play by a different set of rules? People 
are always saying there are these com-
monsense reforms out there. Why can’t 
we get them done? 

Well, Ms. MARKEY and I have come 
together and have taken that idea. It’s 
not our idea. It came from the people 
in our districts, from conservatives and 
liberals alike, who agree that restoring 
competition and removing monopoly 
protections make sense. When we have 
seen premiums double in the last 10 

years, crushing the purchasing power 
of working and middle class Ameri-
cans, that’s real for people. When you 
don’t have to compete, the consumer 
loses. 

So people ask, Why can’t you get 
these basic things done? Well, this is a 
chance not just to do something good 
in the health insurance market but to 
show the American people we can come 
together. We already know this is a bi-
partisan bill. All of the attorneys gen-
eral, without a single dissenting vote, 
have said this is something we support. 
We want to be able to go after these 
monopolies. 

Jury after jury, juries of the Amer-
ican people, have found this has been 
going on only to be overturned by the 
judges who say, Sorry. Because of 
McCarran-Ferguson, those basic mo-
nopoly rules do not apply. The anti-
trust rules do not apply. 

This is a chance for us to do a simple 
two-page bill that puts patients ahead 
of the profiteering of the insurance 
companies. It doesn’t say the insurance 
companies can’t continue to make lots 
of money. They can. We’re just saying 
you can’t do it by colluding, by price- 
fixing and by doing the sorts of things 
that, since Teddy Roosevelt, we’ve put 
our foot down in this country and have 
said are anticompetitive behaviors. 

It should be a great chance for every-
one in this body to show the people 
back in their districts: I’m here to rep-
resent you, not to represent the lobby-
ists who write the checks, not the $400 
million that the insurance lobby spent 
last year in this city. It’s a chance to 
say, I’m going to stand up for patients. 

This is not going to fix the entire 
health care problem, but why wouldn’t 
we start with this? We know it has bi-
partisan support from the attorneys 
general. We know it has that bipar-
tisan support from the President Bush 
commission that came out and said 
this needs to be done. It moves us in 
the right direction to put patients and 
doctors back in the driver’s seat. It al-
lows us to restore the basic sense of 
competition in this country. It says, 
for once, working and middle class 
families are going to come out ahead of 
the special interests. Consumers are 
going to come out ahead of the greed 
mentality that you talked about be-
fore. 

We can do this. The American people 
sent us here to do this—to listen and to 
find ideas which are not Republican or 
Democrat but which are fundamentally 
American ideas and to institute them. 
We will need to continue to have a de-
bate about health care reform beyond 
tomorrow, but let’s show the American 
people tomorrow, on the eve of this 
health care summit, that there are 
ideas we can come together on. We 
have that chance. 

So I come in to tomorrow with a 
great hope, with a great hope not only 
that we will get this bill passed but 

that it will restore a basic sense of 
competition and that it will put pa-
tients first. Maybe this could be the 
first step towards coming together in 
the health care debate to get things 
done, because people are in pain out 
there right now. We have lost millions 
of jobs. Yes, we took bold action a year 
ago to help stabilize the economy, but 
that’s not enough. I’m not satisfied. We 
need economic growth. 

So I appreciate the work that Ms. 
MARKEY has put into this, that Chair-
woman SLAUGHTER and that Congress-
man DEFAZIO have put into this, and I 
thank the others who have fought this 
good progressive fight for so long. I 
look forward to seeing this through to 
completion tomorrow, and I thank you 
all for being part of this important, im-
portant fight. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. CULBERSON (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for today on account of per-
sonal business. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. SPACE) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 

Mr. CUMMINGS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. SPACE, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. MCDERMOTT, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. SHIMKUS) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 

Mr. POE of Texas, for 5 minutes, 
March 2. 

Mr. JONES, for 5 minutes, March 2. 
Mr. MORAN of Kansas, for 5 minutes, 

March 2. 
Mr. TURNER, for 5 minutes, February 

26. 
Mr. BOOZMAN, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. POSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. FOXX, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania, for 

5 minutes, today. 
Mr. BRADY of Texas, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
(The following Member (at his re-

quest) to revise and extend his remarks 
and include extraneous material:) 

Mr. GARAMENDI, for 5 minutes, today. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. PERRIELLO. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 
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