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six Iraqis. A ‘‘senior U.S. military intel-
ligence official’’ told the Associated Press 
there were ‘‘multiple and corroborating re-
ports’’ pointing to al-Lami’s involvement. 

Abdul Rahman al-Rashed, the general 
manager of al-Arabiya television, writing in 
the international Arabic daily Asharq 
Alawsat, recently called al-Lami ‘‘the man 
to fear in Iraq. . . . He shows his claws at 
anyone who dares oppose him and he accuses 
his opponents of Baathism,’’ including even 
Gen. David Petraeus ‘‘who has fought the 
Baathists the most and if it weren’t for him, 
al-Lami would not be able to reach his home 
in one piece. Al-Lami accused Petraeus of 
Baathism (nobody has ever spoken such non-
sense) and said that if General Petraeus was 
Iraqi he would have been charged under the 
Debaathification law.’’ 

In an interview with the Times (U.K.), 
Petraeus pointedly noted that al-Lami’s 
panel has been linked with Iran’s Revolu-
tionary Guard. And on Tuesday, Gen. Ray 
Odierno, the senior U.S. commander in Iraq, 
identified al-Lami as one of two Iraqi politi-
cians ‘‘clearly . . . influenced by Iran.’’ 

The ‘‘surge’’ implemented by Petraeus, 
Odierno, and their troops was largely respon-
sible for the defeat of al-Qaeda in Iraq—the 
battlefield Osama bin Laden considered more 
consequential than any other. But Iran’s 
proxy militias fought U.S. troops, too. And 
many Americans were killed by explosive de-
vices manufactured in Iran and sent to Iraq 
for that purpose. 

Yet Iran’s contribution to the bloodshed in 
Iraq was consistently downplayed. To high-
light it would have led to the question: ‘‘So 
what are you going to do about it?’’ And the 
Bush administration did not want to do any-
thing about it—just as the Clinton adminis-
tration did not want to do anything about 
Iran’s role in the slaughter of American serv-
icemen at Khobar Towers in 1996, just as the 
Reagan administration did not want to do 
anything about Iran’s dispatching of 
Hezbollah suicide-bombers to kill Americans 
in Beirut in 1983, and just as the Carter ad-
ministration did not want to do anything 
about the seizure of the American Embassy 
in Tehran in 1979. 

Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, the father 
of Iran’s 1979 Islamic Revolution, concluded: 
‘‘America cannot do a damn thing!’’ The 
phrase has been repeated by Iranian rulers 
ever since. 

President Obama ought to break with this 
pattern of fecklessness. He should show Iran 
that there are consequences for facilitating 
the deaths of Americans, for sponsoring ter-
rorism, for building nuclear weapons, for 
ruthlessly oppressing Iranians at home, and 
for undermining the election process in Iraq. 
At the very least, Obama should slow down 
the pace of American troop withdrawals in 
Iraq and impose serious sanctions—the kind 
envisioned by the legislation recently passed 
by both the House and the Senate. 

But Biden said nothing about sanctions to 
Larry King. Instead he told him (and any 
Iranians who might be listening): ‘‘You’re 
going to see 90,000 American troops come 
marching home by the end of the summer.’’ 
The vice president added: ‘‘You’re going to 
see a stable government in Iraq that is actu-
ally moving toward a representative govern-
ment. I spent—I’ve been there 17 times now. 
I go about every two months—three months. 
I know every one of the major players in all 
the segments of that society. It’s impressed 
me. I’ve been impressed how they have been 
deciding to use the political process rather 
than guns to settle their differences.’’ 

True: Biden has been a frequent flier to 
Iraq, where he has argued against the ban-

ning of candidates who displease Tehran. 
Also true: He might as well have been talk-
ing to a wall. 

Iraq remains what it has been: a pivotal 
nation in the heart of the Middle East. Biden 
may think he and his administration have 
achieved something there. Obama may see 
Iraq as a distraction from the war against 
‘‘the real enemy’’ in Afghanistan. Conserv-
atives may view Iraq as a success Obama in-
herited from the Bush administration—and 
therefore no longer their problem. 

All these views are wrong. It would be a 
cruel irony—not to mention a terrible de-
feat—if the sacrifices Americans have made 
were, in the end, to produce an Iraq domi-
nated by Iranian Supreme Leader Ali 
Khamenei and President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinijad, enemies of Iraq, freedom, and 
democracy—enemies sworn to bringing about 
a ‘‘world without America.’’ 

Why don’t Biden and Obama recognize 
that? And why are their critics not more 
vocal about the fact that they do not? 
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VOTE EXPLANATION 

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, today I 
missed rollcall vote No. 24, the motion 
to waive the Budget Act with respect 
to the motion to concur in the House 
amendment to the Senate amendment 
to H.R. 2847, with the Reid amendment 
No. 3310. I was regrettably detained due 
to the fact that I was serving as the 
ranking member at a Senate Armed 
Services Committee hearing. If I had 
been present, I would have voted to 
sustain the point of order. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING BULL MOOSE MUSIC 

∑ Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, each day 
we read too many stories of small busi-
nesses unable to weather the current 
economic storm. Countless small firms 
both in Maine and across the Nation 
have been unable to compete with large 
chain stores and have been literally 
priced out of the market. Thankfully, 
today I wish to tell an inspirational 
success story and recognize a local re-
tailer in my home State of Maine that 
has met the challenges of this difficult 
economic climate head on and con-
tinues to grow and thrive. 

Bull Moose is a small retail chain 
originally founded in Brunswick, ME. 
The company initially focused on pro-
viding its customers solely with music 
but has now branched out into many 
forms of entertainment and media, in-
cluding movies, games, and books. Its 
founder and president, Brett Wickard, 
characterizes Bull Moose as selling 
‘‘inexpensive fun stuff.’’ Twenty years 
ago, when Mr. Wickard was a college 
student at Brunswick’s Bowdoin Col-
lege, the local record store closed 
down. Now many of us would have just 
found another place to buy cassettes or 
records, but this young Bowdoin entre-
preneur had a different idea. With just 
$7,000 of his own money and a small 

loan, Brett Wickard launched Bull 
Moose Music in the summer of 1989, 
and a truly homegrown business suc-
cess story began. Mr. Wickard arranged 
his course schedule around his new 
store hours and had friends work in the 
store while he was in class. 

The Bull Moose business plan began 
by looking up record distributors in 
the Yellow Pages and ordering one 
album by every artist and band that 
had released at least two albums. The 
thought process was if you made a sec-
ond album, you must be a good band. 
In the first summer, Bull Moose Music 
had sales of barely $100 a day, and 
Brett was forced to use his credit card 
as a tool to survive. But with dedica-
tion and perseverance, Bull Moose has 
grown from these humble beginnings in 
Brunswick to include 10 stores in both 
Maine and New Hampshire with over 
100 employees. To keep up with the 
added demand, the company has now 
produced its own software to analyze 
which albums and artists it should 
carry based on the purchasing history 
of each of the store’s customers. Mr. 
Wickard actually designed the Bull 
Moose purchasing software as his sen-
ior project while still a Bowdoin stu-
dent—quite an upgrade from scouring 
the Yellow Pages! 

Bull Moose recently celebrated its 
20th anniversary and is on track to 
have its best year ever despite the cur-
rent recession. Nevertheless, it con-
tinues to face the challenges con-
fronting many small businesses. Be-
yond the severity of the economic 
downturn, large chain stores make it 
increasingly difficult to compete, and 
digital downloads of music have re-
duced the number of customers buying 
music in stores. As a result of these 
overwhelming roadblocks, many small 
businesses have been forced to cut staff 
and eliminate bonuses. In contrast, 
Bull Moose has tripled Christmas bo-
nuses and continues to hire more staff, 
including a location in Bangor, ME, 
that has tripled in size. Mr. Wickard 
credits Bull Moose’s commitment to 
customer service and convenience to 
their unprecedented success and 
growth. 

It is indeed refreshing to see a superb 
small business overcome the many ob-
stacles it faces in today’s market. Sto-
ries such as this should renew our focus 
to help small entrepreneurs succeed be-
cause as small businesses like Bull 
Moose continue to grow, they provide a 
substantial positive impact on the 
health of the local community and our 
overall economy. My home State of 
Maine has benefited greatly from Bull 
Moose’s success, and I wish Mr. 
Wickard and everyone at Bull Moose 
continued success for years to come.∑ 
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MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 10:29 Apr 02, 2013 Jkt 089102 PO 00000 Frm 00023 Fmt 0686 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR10\S24FE0.000 S24FE0er
ow

e 
on

 D
S

K
2V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-11T22:48:31-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




