
EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS, Vol. 156, Pt. 2 1849 February 24, 2010 
credits, which state housing finance agencies 
can allocate in amounts up to a state-level 
ceiling, and ‘‘4 percent’’ credits, which are 
available to all developers who receive alloca-
tions of tax-exempt bonds to build rental hous-
ing. 

The American Reinvestment and Recovery 
Act (ARRA) of 2009 contained a provision that 
enabled the temporary exchange of unusable 
low-income housing credits. This exchange 
has enabled more than 600 affordable housing 
developments to proceed around the country, 
providing affordable homes to more than 
30,000 low-income families and creating more 
than 35,000 jobs. The ARRA provision allowed 
investors to exchange low-income housing 
credits for grants at 85 percent of the value of 
the credits at virtually no cost to the federal 
government. Unfortunately, this provision only 
applied to 9 percent housing credits. 

My legislation would expand this temporary 
credit exchange opportunity to include 4 per-
cent credits. In 2007, prior to the financial 
markets crisis, states partnered with private 
developers using 4 percent housing credits to 
create nearly 70,000 rental homes affordable 
to low-income working Americans and 85,000 
housing-related jobs. In 2008 and 2009, the 
number of affordable homes and jobs pro-
duced by the 4 percent credit program fell by 
nearly 50 percent as capital available for in-
vestment disappeared. 

I am introducing this bill because our coun-
try cannot afford to let this valuable 4 percent 
tax credit program fall into disuse due to the 
economy’s downturn at a time when our coun-
try is in desperate need of more jobs and 
more affordable places for low-income families 
to live. Providing a safe and stable home 
gives families the critical foundation to find 
employment, get an education, and play an 
active role in their communities. Passage of 
this bill will allow cost effective investments 
leading to both more jobs and more housing 
for low-income working Americans and benefit 
our communities for years to come. 

I hope that you will join me in supporting 
this legislation. 
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A TRIBUTE TO JOHN M. 
HITCHCOCK 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 24, 2010 

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor John M. Hitchcock, who will be retir-
ing as Executive Director of Hillsides Home for 
Children in March 2010. 

John M. Hitchcock was born in New York, 
NY on April 23, 1940. He received his BA in 
Math and Chemistry from the University of 
Michigan in 1963 and his MA in Social Work 
from Wayne State University in 1965. John 
and his wife, Ida, have been married for over 
40 years and reside in Pasadena. The Hitch-
cocks have two sons, David and Bob, and one 
granddaughter, Kate. 

In 1971, John joined Hillsides Home for 
Children as Assistant Director and then be-
came Executive Director and President of Hill-
sides Education Center in 1981. Since then, 

John has been responsible for the overall op-
eration of Hillsides, which encompasses the 
management of the 17-acre campus, the oper-
ation of three local group homes, and plan-
ning, directing and coordinating Hillsides’ ac-
tivities. 

Under Mr. Hitchcock’s leadership, Hillsides 
has become an exemplary residential treat-
ment program for children. The Hillsides Edu-
cation Center continues to be an invaluable 
resource for the community, and the scope of 
programs and services provided by Hillsides 
has expanded to serve not only abused, aban-
doned and neglected children but also children 
and families in crisis living in Los Angeles 
County. John helped provide residential care, 
community-based support, special education 
and transitional assistance to emancipating 
foster youth, and in 2006, opened a large 
apartment complex, which serves as a transi-
tional living facility for 20 emancipated foster 
youth. 

Mr. Hitchcock has served on many boards 
and commissions including Planned Parent-
hood of Pasadena, Camp Wrightwood, Coali-
tion for a Non-Violent City, Gooden Center, 
and the Association of Community Human 
Service Agencies, and he has served as Chair 
of the Episcopal Commission on Advocacy for 
Children and Youth. John is actively involved 
in the Foster Care Project at All Saints Epis-
copal Church, and he is a Canon in the Epis-
copal Diocese of Los Angeles. 

For over 40 years, John has truly been a 
voice for at-risk children. His kindness, fore-
sight, leadership and extraordinary energy 
have profoundly impacted the lives of the 
25,000 children and their families in his care 
over the years. By maintaining a deep aware-
ness of the children’s current needs as well as 
personal knowledge of each of the residents in 
Hillsides’ care, John has created a warm, lov-
ing environment where children feel secure 
enough to rebuild hope for the future. 

I ask all Members of Congress to join me 
today in honoring John M. Hitchcock for nearly 
40 years of dedicated service to Hillsides 
Home for Children and the entire community. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 24, 2010 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam Speak-
er, today our national debt is 
12,409,374,679,862.09. 

On January 6th, 2009, the start of the 111th 
Congress, the national debt was 
$10,638,425,746,293.80. 

This means the national debt has increased 
by $1,770,948,933,568.29 so far this Con-
gress. The debt has increased 
$6,347,500,206.80 since just yesterday. 

This debt and its interest payments we are 
passing to our children and all future Ameri-
cans. 

TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT 
GENERAL LARRY DODGEN 

HON. PARKER GRIFFITH 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 24, 2010 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to a great American who was a 
good friend of mine and a good friend of north 
Alabama—Lieutenant General Larry Dodgen. 
General Dodgen passed away this past Satur-
day leaving a void in our Huntsville commu-
nity. He was a battle tested soldier, having led 
his battalion into war in 1993 during Operation 
Desert Storm. Later in his career, he became 
commander of the U.S. Army Aviation and 
Missile Command (AMCOM) at Redstone Ar-
senal. He assumed this command on Sep-
tember 10, 2001, and led during a trying and 
transformative time in our nation’s history. Fol-
lowing that duty, in 2003, he was tapped to 
command the U.S. Army Space and Missile 
Defense Command/Army Forces Strategic 
Command headquartered at Redstone 
(SMDC/ARSTRAT). He was fully invested not 
only in the Arsenal, but also in the Huntsville 
community. He was a leader in the Base Re-
alignment and Closure (BRAC) process on 
Team Redstone. Following his retirement from 
his distinguished career in the United States 
Army, he remained in the community and be-
came the corporate lead executive of Northrop 
Grumman’s Huntsville operations. Men such 
as General Dodgen are rare; he was a true 
servant who was fully involved both in his pro-
fession and his community. My thoughts and 
prayers are with his wife, Leslie, and his many 
friends and family who are mourning at this 
time. Next month I will join with many others 
to honor him as he is laid to rest among his 
fellow heroes at Arlington National Cemetery. 
We will all truly miss this great man, and are 
better for having had the opportunity to know 
him. 
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HONORING GLOBAL FAMILY DAY 
FOUNDER LINDA GROVER 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 24, 2010 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, on Feb-
ruary 20, 2010, we lost a dedicated and tire-
less voice for the pursuit of peace and global 
sharing and cooperation, Linda Grover. I 
joined Ms. Grover in the founding of Global 
Family Day, an effort to celebrate and promote 
harmony within the global family every Janu-
ary 1st, but it was Linda whose every under-
taking was in the name of Global Family Day. 

Linda Grover, an author, writer, and activist, 
was resolute in her belief that all people, re-
gardless of race, culture, religion, or economic 
status, celebrate life on earth together as one 
human family. It was in the promotion of this 
ideal, that Linda Grover and her children con-
ceived Global Family Day, One Day of Peace 
and Sharing, an international holiday that 
would allow people around the world to en-
gage in global fellowship. 
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