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You know, that guy, I’m sure, de-

serves a little extra sweet treatment, 
but I don’t think so. Because he said he 
was hit in the mouth, had a bloody lip 
and got hit in the stomach, the three 
Navy SEALs who captured him are 
being court-martialed. 

It makes no sense. This place is going 
nuts. We ought to be doing everything 
we can to defend and protect this coun-
try, and that means doing whatever is 
necessary, with certain limits, to ex-
tract any information we can from a 
terrorist. For us to put language in 
there like we’re going to give a 15-year 
penalty in prison for a CIA agent who 
goes a little beyond by using cruel, in-
human, or degrading treatment—and, 
boy, I don’t know how you’d define 
that—what CIA agent is going to want 
to take that risk? 

I just don’t understand it, Mr. Speak-
er. We are in a war against people who 
want to destroy us and our way of life. 
They are willing to do all kinds of 
things—fly planes into buildings, do ev-
erything else, cut off heads, torture 
people. Yet we want to make sure we 
treat them with kid gloves. It makes 
absolutely no sense, and I will not vote 
for that bill tomorrow or anything that 
looks like it. 

f 

HONORING THE HEROES OF THE 
HAITIAN DISASTER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
ETHERIDGE) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, on 
Tuesday, the House unanimously 
passed House Resolution 1066, recog-
nizing the bravery and efforts of the 
United States Armed Forces, local first 
responders, and other members of Oper-
ation Unified Response for their swift 
and coordinated action in light of the 
devastation wrought upon the nation 
of Haiti after a horrific 7.0 magnitude 
earthquake struck Port-au-Prince and 
surrounding cities on the 12th of Janu-
ary, 2010. 

I have the unique honor of rep-
resenting both Fort Bragg and Pope 
Air Force Base. Men and women from 
the base were critical to the Haitian 
relief effort, and soldiers were involved 
in rescue and recovery operations as 
well as in humanitarian relief—passing 
out food and water to victims of this 
terrible disaster. 

I would like to thank all of the mili-
tary and civilian personnel who re-
sponded so effectively and quickly to 
this disaster, serving honorably under 
less than ideal conditions. 

The 2nd Battalion of the 82nd Air-
borne Division and the 18th Airborne 
Corps were among the first responders, 
with hundreds of people on the ground 
within days of the disaster and thou-
sands within a week. 

b 2000 
The 2nd of the 319th Airborne soon 

joined them. The entire United States 

Army Garrison Fort Bragg came to-
gether and deployed units from the 
82nd Airborne and 18th Corps in their 
support for our neighbors to the south. 

In times of disaster, restoring and 
supporting the most basic require-
ments of life becomes a challenge. The 
43rd and the 440th Maintenance Oper-
ations Squadrons and the 43rd Logis-
tics Readiness Squadron provided the 
support for the fundamental require-
ments desperately needed by the Hai-
tians: water, meals, and basic shelter. 
Of course, even the most needed sup-
plies are useless on a tarmac. The 3rd 
Aerial Port Squadron, the 43rd Mis-
sions Support Squadron, the 440th Air 
Wing, and the 2nd Airlift Squadron got 
the materials where they were needed. 
The 145th Air Wing of the North Caro-
lina National Guard worked with Pope 
Air Force personnel to make these de-
liveries happen. Matching the supplies 
and the need is no small task. The 43rd 
Operations Support Squadron and the 
43rd Communication Squadron brought 
it all together under the able direction 
of the 43rd OG Command Post and as-
sistance of the 43rd Security Forces. 

The devastation of the nation of 
Haiti was tremendous. The infrastruc-
ture we take most for granted was de-
stroyed. Roads, airports, and water in-
frastructure were made useless in an 
instant. The 43rd Civil Engineering 
Squadron arrived to put out fires and 
stayed to rebuild these fundamental 
needs. 

The military personnel were not the 
only ones from North Carolina who re-
sponded to the crisis. Civilians, first re-
sponders, individual volunteers, and 
generous donors all helped make a dif-
ference to the people of Haiti. Commu-
nities of faith across the State moved 
to help all Haitians, many building 
upon decades of commitment to that 
island nation. Churches of every de-
nomination and members of all faiths 
worked together in acts of charity. As 
the Gospel tells us to do, they fed the 
hungry, gave water to the thirsty, sent 
shelter to strangers, provided clothing 
to the suddenly destitute, offered com-
fort and medical care, and, in the sad-
dest charity of all, some helped to bury 
the dead. In addition to the efforts of 
the churches, synagogues, mosques, 
and other places of prayer, the Lions, 
the Masons, and the Daughters of the 
American Revolution all pulled out the 
stops to reach across the ocean. 

Mr. Speaker, the military support, 
the people of faith, and the civilian 
first responders are not three groups; 
they are all one community. These 
groups are interwoven threads that 
came together to weave a safety net of 
volunteers, food, comfort, and shelter 
for the suffering in Haiti. I am proud of 
their efforts as they’ve worked to sup-
port the needs in Haiti. I am proud to 
represent such an amazing tapestry of 
generosity and talent in the 2nd Dis-
trict of North Carolina. And I was 
proud to support this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, let me say tonight to 
all Americans: I thank them for their 
help to these people in their hour of 
need. 

f 

THE ADMINISTRATION’S ENERGY- 
KILLING POLICIES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the 
administration’s new budget proposal 
will strangle small business. But 
there’s one small business the new 
budget is targeting with both barrels: 
the small, independent mom-and-pop 
oil and gas producers. 

Getting energy out of the ground is a 
tough business, and it’s expensive. 
These wildcatters hire a lot of people 
and risk a lot of their own money to 
find oil and natural gas. Banks don’t 
lend money to these people for risky 
propositions; so a group of investors 
has to come together and risk their 
own money to drill in an oil or gas 
well, and the Federal Government 
gives incentives for taking this risk 
with a tax writeoff for part of their 
drilling expenses, because, frankly, 
America needs this energy. 

The removal of the tax deduction 
plus new taxes on all energy producers 
will be in the billions. But removal of 
tax deductions especially hurts small 
businesses that take the risk. Ninety 
percent of the wells drilled, owned, and 
operated in this country are inde-
pendent small operators. Let me re-
peat. Ninety percent of the wells 
drilled, owned, and operated in this 
country are independent small opera-
tors. They’re called the ‘‘wildcatters.’’ 

These independent operators go out 
and hire other businesses to drill oil 
wells. They hire geologists to help find 
the right place to drill for oil and nat-
ural gas. Backhoe drivers clear the 
drilling areas. Truck drivers haul 
equipment and make deliveries. The 
food service industry feeds the inde-
pendent crews. And these taxes threat-
en the whole infrastructure that sup-
ports the independent oil and gas in-
dustry. 

According to the Texas Alliance of 
Energy Producers, 88 percent of nat-
ural gas in Texas comes from small 
independent operators. These wildcat-
ters represent the independent spirit of 
this Nation that has made us the great-
est country in the world, the small 
businesses that are the backbone of 
this country. 

If we stop the tax incentives, this in 
essence puts a new tax on these inde-
pendents. It will kill off these small 
businesses, decrease discovery of new 
oil and natural gas in our Nation, and 
it will choke off the infrastructure that 
promotes and provides most of Amer-
ica’s natural gas. Now, my question is, 
why would the administration inten-
tionally put people, including many 
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