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being excluded from a swim club which 
said they were not welcome there, 
Kenny Evans took the lead in consulta-
tion and advice on how to handle it 
with the Civil Rights Division, and ac-
tion has been taken to correct a wrong 
there. 

He was an unusual public servant and 
an extraordinary man. 

Madam President, I ask unanimous 
consent that a statement which was 
prepared by Michael Oscar, my execu-
tive director for southeastern Pennsyl-
vania, which Mike Oscar gave at Ken-
ny’s funeral, be printed in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

Today, we do not grieve for Kenny Evans, 
for now he is free to follow the path God has 
laid out for him. Kenny took God’s hand 
when he heard Him call. 

Good Morning and on behalf of Charolette 
and the entire Evans Family, I offer the fol-
lowing remarks highlighting our friend, 
Kenny Evans. 

My name is Michael Oscar and I serve as 
Sen. Specter’s Executive Director in South-
eastern Pennsylvania. For nearly a decade, I 
had the distinct pleasure of working with 
Kenny in many different legislative and po-
litical capacities. It is with this background 
and distinction that I speak to you today. 

May it be said of Kenny, the words of Al-
fred, Lord Tennyson: 

‘‘I am a part of all that I have met 
To much is taken, much abides 
That which we are, we are . . . 
One equal temper of heroic hearts 
Strong in will 
To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield.’’ 

Kenny personified these words because his 
cause was ours,—you and me—the cause of 
the common man and the common woman. 
His commitment was to those who Andrew 
Jackson called ‘‘the humble members of so-
ciety: the farmers, mechanics, laborers, and 
the forgotten.’’ 

On this foundation for the past three dec-
ades with Sen. Specter and beyond, Kenny 
defined our values, refined our policies, and 
refreshed our faith. He did this by operating 
behind the scenes with much grace, class, 
and dignity. 

There was never a problem no matter how 
big or small, he did not try to solve, a re-
quest he did not try to respond to, or a per-
son he did not try to help. This was his mar-
quee value. 

Kenny’s work ethic and style mentored fu-
ture generations of congressional staffers, 
political candidates, and current legislators 
in the art and science of politics. As Al Jack-
son, his friend and luncheon companion for 
nearly 27 years, stated on numerous occa-
sions, ‘‘he is the maestro of politics’’—in-
stinctively knowing how to deal with people 
and their everyday concerns. 

In my opinion, he earned this astute char-
acterization because he worked from the 
ground up, which provided him the proper 
rubric on how to communicate with people. 

As his Executive Director for the past five 
years, I witnessed firsthand his innate abil-
ity to soften even the harshest of personal-
ities. There was not a day that went by that 
Susan Segal would say, ‘‘Kenny would be the 
perfect choice to handle this constituent.’’ 

‘‘And handle this constituent he did’’ be-
cause his commitment went well beyond the 

federal scope. Whatever it took, a phone call, 
a letter, a closed door meeting. He was a 
tireless advocate always on a mission. 

When I first joined Senator Specter’s staff 
in Washington, D.C. before coming to Phila-
delphia, my COS at the time, Carey 
Lackman told me ‘‘you had an impressive 
list of references, but none greater than 
Kenny Evans.’’ Candidly, I didn’t know what 
Carey was talking about. I had no idea who 
Kenny Evans was and he was not listed as 
one of my references. 

I later learned that Kenny worked closely 
with one of my former employer’s, Michael 
Kunz, the Clerk of Court for the District 
Court. When Mr. Kunz heard that I applied 
for the position he called Kenny to advocate 
on my behalf. Apparently, Kenny imme-
diately called Carey and stated, ‘‘this guy 
worked for the clerk, do you know how many 
calls a day I get from constituents to get out 
of jury duty? You need to hire this guy.’’ 

However, my first and lasting impression 
of Kenny occurred about a year later. Many 
of you may not be aware of this, but Kenny, 
along with Al Jackson, established the first 
urban aquaculture center in the nation. 

Many of you like me are probably scratch-
ing your heads right now wondering what is 
aquaculture. Well, it’s any crop that is cul-
tured in water—whether it be shrimp, fish, 
or seaweed. 

Kenny learned about aquaculture from his 
numerous luncheon conversations with Al 
Jackson and over the course of a year, they 
drafted this unique partnership between the 
University of Pennsylvania and Cheyney 
University. They wanted to provide African 
American students the opportunity to learn 
this unusual science. 

Proudly I report to you today, the center 
has been successfully funded for the past 
seven years by the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture and has graduated nearly 188 African 
American students in the field of urban 
aquaculture. This was just one accomplish-
ment of many that Kenny succeeded in on 
behalf of Sen. Specter. 

Beyond Kenny’s political acumen, he 
mentored all of us on how to keep things 
simple, light. When I was drafted by the Sen-
ator to run his Philadelphia Office, I heard 
one of my predecessors define it as 
‘‘Kennyism.’’ Those Kennyisms have sus-
tained me and our team in Philadelphia for 
many years and they will never be forgotten. 

One specific anecdote that defines what we 
collectively call a ‘‘Kennyism’’ was when I 
was on a leave of absence from the Senator’s 
office to run Rep. Mike Fitzpatrick’s cam-
paign. Despite my absence from the office, 
my three-year-old son, Liam, at the time 
was enrolled in the daycare center located in 
the Green Federal Building. 

So for three days a week, I drove down to 
the city to drop him off. Before heading up 
to the campaign office in Doylestown, I 
would stop by the second floor cafeteria to 
grab a cup of coffee and I was always greeted 
by Kenny’s chuckle. 

He would tell me ‘‘Sit down, Mike, tell me 
about the campaign and more importantly, 
how is your family?’’ He would listen, he 
would laugh, and he taught me to keep it 
light. He would end every conversation with 
‘‘It will be ok.’’ 

Speaking of campaigns, when I had the 
pleasure of accompanying the Senator dur-
ing his visit with Kenny just a few weeks ago 
in the hospital, Kenny despite his medical 
maladies went right to work assessing for 
the Senator how the African American Com-
munity along with many others will come 
out for him in his re-election. Yes, many a 
‘‘kennyism’’ was shared that day. 

A few short weeks later, I went back to 
visit with Kenny, along with Al Jackson, and 
Elvis Solivan, another stalwart of the Spec-
ter Team. While there I had this memorable 
conversation with Kenny’s grandson, La-
mont. He told me how his grandfather would 
bring the Senator’s Lincoln Town Car home 
and when he did he would offer his grand-
children a ride in it, and if they accepted the 
offer then they would wash it later. 

When I heard the story, I just laughed. 
‘‘Senator, rest assured, no one yet from the 
Oscar family has ridden in the Lincoln let 
alone washed it except for their father.’’ 

Upon your arrival at today’s services, you 
may have noticed that radiant photo of 
Kenny, Charolette, and President Obama. On 
that day, Tuesday, September 15, 2009, can-
didly, Kenny was noticeably not well, but we 
wanted to ensure he received his photo with 
the first African American President of the 
United States. 

That said, I grasped Kenny’s hand, along 
with Charolette’s and together we raced 
down the long convention center hallway 
with Andy Wallace at our side running inter-
ference. When we got to the photo line, we 
were immediately escorted to the front of 
the line. I turned to Shanin Specter and 
asked him to introduce Kenny and 
Charolette to the President, and he replied, 
‘‘No,’’ but he immediately responded with 
‘‘Mike, I want you to do it.’’ 

So, I proceeded to the President, ‘‘Mr. 
President, I would like to introduce you to 
Kenny and Charolette Evans. Kenny has been 
with the Senator for the past 30 years.’’ 
President Obama retorted, ‘‘my man, Kenny 
Evans’’ and extended a warm hug and hand-
shake. Without question, I will NEVER for-
get that moment. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, for those of us who 
are a part of or friend of Sen. Specter’s 
Alumni and Family, please do not regard 
today in sorrow, rather rejoice in Kenny’s 
memory and adapt his cause to your daily 
work. 

Find comfort and solace in knowing that 
Kenny joins Carey Lackman and Tom Bow-
man, former staffers that were dedicated to 
the cause in helping the common man and 
woman of Pennsylvania and the nation. 
Imagine if you will the conversation they 
must be having right now. 

For the rest of us assembled here today 
and to Kenny’s family; specifically, 
Charolette, I offer this summation of a con-
summate advocate for the little guy, Kenny 
Evans, by recounting the final sentence of 
Sen. Ted Kennedy’s ‘‘The Dream Shall Never 
Die Speech,’’ at the 1980 Democratic Na-
tional Convention: 

‘‘For all of those whose cares have been 
our concern, the work goes on, the cause en-
dures, the hope still lives, and the dream 
shall never die.’’ 

As in everything we do, may God be 
blessed! Thank you. 

Mr. SPECTER. Madam President, I 
thank the Chair and yield the floor. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the 

Senator withhold the suggestion of the 
absence of a quorum? 

Mr. SPECTER. I do. 
f 

RECESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate stands in recess until 2 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:42 p.m., 
recessed until 2 p.m. and reassembled 
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when called to order by the Presiding 
Officer (Mr. BURRIS). 

f 

UNITED STATES CAPITOL POLICE 
ADMINISTRATIVE TECHNICAL 
CORRECTIONS ACT OF 2009—Con-
tinued 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Ohio is recognized. 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 
Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. President, 

right now there is a meeting at the 
White House that is being covered ex-
tensively by the media live. There has 
been much anticipation about the 
meeting between the President and a 
number of Members of Congress, equal-
ly divided between the two bodies, the 
House and Senate, and the two polit-
ical parties. It is a chance for both 
sides to listen to each other. The media 
has decided that by and large this is 
going to be unproductive. I watched a 
good bit of it today. At least people are 
being open with what they believe and 
what they want. 

There clearly are major differences 
between the two parties when it comes 
to health care. It goes back a couple, 
three generations. It certainly goes 
back to the mid-1960s, to 1965 espe-
cially, when the Senate and the House 
and President Johnson signed the 
Medicare bill. An overwhelming num-
ber of Republicans opposed it and an 
overwhelming number of Democrats 
supported it. It wasn’t as partisanly 
charged as this, but it had the same in-
terest groups around it, including the 
same insurance company opposition, 
the same accusations by—it was the 
John Birch Society then. Today it is 
the tea parties who oppose it. They 
didn’t talk about death panels back 
then. Perhaps the John Birch Society 
wasn’t as creative as are the tea party 
people, but they said it would be a 
takeover by big government of health 
care; the government would stand be-
tween the patient and the doctor. None 
of that has happened with Medicare. 
The kinds of accusations and charges 
and scare tactics used by the insurance 
industry and mostly Republican oppo-
nents in the 1960s to Medicare are very 
similar to the opponents to health care 
today. 

So I say, setting the table, that there 
are major differences between the two 
parties. I was speaking to a couple of 
school groups recently, one from Lake-
wood, OH, and one from the University 
of Miami in Oxford, southwest Ohio. 
They asked about partisanship. 

One woman said: I am neither a Re-
publican nor Democrat—a young per-
son, a 19- or 20-year-old college stu-
dent. She said: I don’t understand why 
they are blocking appointments, why 
you can’t even agree on that, to even 
have a vote. 

So the partisanship is surely more 
charged today than it has been. I ex-
plained to them it is not so much party 

as ideological differences; that Demo-
crats are believers by and large in 
things such as Medicare, and the Re-
publicans think: Let the insurance in-
dustry do it. That is fine. That is a le-
gitimate philosophical difference. The 
Republicans side with the insurance in-
dustry, and the Democrats believe gov-
ernment can play a positive role—not 
an overreach but a positive role in peo-
ple’s lives by running programs such as 
Medicare, by running programs such as 
Social Security, by running programs 
such as student loans, agencies such as 
the Environmental Protection Agency 
which has made our country signifi-
cantly safer and people’s neighbor-
hoods significantly safer. 

There are some people on the other 
side of the aisle who just want Presi-
dent Obama to fail. I don’t think that 
is a majority of Republicans; I think it 
is some number. Let’s ignore that for a 
moment and just think there are philo-
sophical differences between the two 
parties. I say that because I think 
there is something more going on, and 
that is that on a lot of these issues 
there has been bipartisanship on this 
bill. 

I sit on the Health Education, Labor 
and Pensions Committee. We did our 
work on this bill back in May. Clearly, 
this hasn’t been rushed through the 
Congress or rushed through with rec-
onciliation. The Bush administration, 
on their big initiatives, pushed them 
through quickly without nearly as 
much debate as we have had, but, none-
theless, we sat in the HELP Committee 
and—the Presiding Officer knows this— 
we accepted, I believe, 163 Republican 
amendments. I voted for probably 155 
of them. I agreed with most of them. 

At the same time, the Finance Com-
mittee had negotiations with three Re-
publican and three Democratic Sen-
ators. I think they took too long—that 
is my opinion—but the fact is, they had 
negotiations for months. There were 
discussions in May and June and July 
and August and September. Finally, 
Chairman BAUCUS, in frustration, said: 
Let’s move forward. This doesn’t seem 
to be working. 

So there has been plenty of Repub-
lican input into this bill. There has 
been plenty of bipartisanship. As I said, 
there have been Republican amend-
ments which have given the bill a Re-
publican flavor and certainly a bipar-
tisan flavor. There were a couple of 
specific matters. They wanted to allow 
health insurers to sell across State 
lines. We did that in the bill. The bill 
has provisions that allow a company in 
Indiana to sell insurance to residents 
of Ohio. 

A company in Indiana can sell in 
Ohio, and a company in Ohio can sell 
insurance to somebody across the line 
in Fort Wayne or in Richmond or in In-
dianapolis or in Gary or anywhere else 
in that State. 

So we listened to that, and we in-
cluded that in the bill because that is 

one the Republicans always talk about: 
If you would only let us sell across 
State lines, that would be a great 
thing. That is what we did. We agreed 
to that. 

The second big issue the Republicans 
talk about is allowing individuals and 
small businesses and trade associations 
to pool together so they can acquire 
health insurance at lower prices, much 
the way the large corporations and 
unions do. We did it. We set up ex-
changes that are basically clearing-
houses of companies so that individuals 
can go into these exchanges and buy 
insurance and spread the risk out 
among millions of people. Or small 
businesses can take their employees— 
for a company that may have 25 em-
ployees, if one or two of them get sick 
from cancer, let’s say, that small busi-
ness will either—at best, that small 
business’s premiums will go up and at 
worst they will get their premiums 
canceled. If two or three or four em-
ployees are sick and it costs tens of 
thousands or maybe hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars, you can be in a risk 
pool with millions so your rates don’t 
spike up. So the Republicans were 
right about that: Let them go into 
pools, and we did that. 

So my point is, there is Republican 
flavor to this bill. There is Republican 
input—not just input, negotiations and 
successes—in this bill. There are 160 
Republican amendments out of the 
HELP Committee in this bill. There 
have been almost unending discussions 
surrounding the bill. Yet the Repub-
licans, to a person, oppose the bill. The 
only reason I can figure that out—not 
that it doesn’t have bipartisanship to 
it—the only reason I can figure it out 
is what my colleague, Senator DEMINT 
from South Carolina, said: If this bill 
goes down, it is the President’s water-
loo. 

I don’t want to accuse my colleagues 
on the other side of the aisle of want-
ing this to fail in order to have the 
Democrats fail or wanting this to fail 
to damage Barack Obama’s Presidency. 
I don’t think that. I am not accusing 
them of that. I just wonder. 

I note the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. LEMIEUX. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

HEALTH CARE 
Mr. LEMIEUX. Mr. President, I come 

to the floor today to speak on the issue 
of health care. Right now the leaders of 
this body, as well as the House of Rep-
resentatives, are meeting with the 
President of the United States and 
members of his Cabinet at the Blair 
House to discuss the current health 
care reform proposal and where we 
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