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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 
HONORING EDWARD BALOIAN 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 25, 2010 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commend and congratulate Edward 
‘‘Ed’’ Baloian upon being awarded with the Ag 
One ‘‘2010 Community Salute.’’ Mr. Baloian 
will be recognized on Saturday, February 27, 
2010 at the Ag One event benefiting the Jor-
dan College of Agricultural Science and Tech-
nology at California State University, Fresno. 

In 1923, Ed Baloian’s father, Charles, start-
ed a full-service produce business, Charles 
Baloian Company, Inc. In 1945, upon returning 
home from serving their country in World War 
II, Ed and his brother, James, joined their fa-
ther as partners in the family business. 

In 1965, the Baloians formed Pam Pak Dis-
tributors, Inc., to package and market fresh 
vegetables from a large number of local grow-
ers. Ed Baloian took on the responsibility of 
managing the operations at Pam Pak Distribu-
tors. Just three years later, in an effort to in-
crease their annual business and to supply the 
rising local demand for their products, Pam 
Pak began its own farming operation. 

Mr. James Baloian retired from the family 
business in 1985, and later that year, Mr. 
Baloian and his son, Tim, started a new 
branch to the company, Baloian Packing. This 
new business continued the efforts of Pam 
Pak, their number one label, and included 
Marty Boy, Balo and Valley Jewels. With the 
increased business, Mr. Ed Baloian was elect-
ed Chairman of the Board and Mr. Tim 
Baloian was elected President of the Board of 
Pam Pak Distributors. 

Today, the company continues to be 
headquartered in Fresno, California. Under Mr. 
Baloian’s leadership the company has grown 
to include a majority of the San Joaquin Val-
ley, with extensions into Mexico and Chile. 
The company is a leading California fresh fruit 
and vegetable grower, shipper and packer. 
The company specializes in bell peppers, let-
tuce, eggplant, red onions, melons and 
squash. The company ships these products to 
grocery stores, restaurants and food service 
customers around the United States and Can-
ada. 

Outside of the farming and shipping indus-
try, Mr. Baloian is very active in Rotary, is a 
Paul Harris Fellow and has served on the 
council at Peoples Church in Fresno, Cali-
fornia. Recently, Mr. Baloian accepted the 
Central California Excellence in Business 
Award on behalf of his company. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend 
and congratulate Edward Baloian upon being 
awarded with the Ag One ‘‘2010 Community 
Salute’’ for his tremendous support of the agri-
culture community. I invite my colleagues to 
join me in wishing Mr. Baloian many years of 
continued success. 

CONGRATULATING THE LAPORTE 
FAMILY YMCA ON ITS 100TH AN-
NIVERSARY 

HON. JOE DONNELLY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 25, 2010 

Mr. DONNELLY of Indiana. Madam Speak-
er, today I rise to honor the LaPorte Family 
YMCA, celebrating its 100th anniversary of 
serving the people of LaPorte and the sur-
rounding communities. 

For 100 years, the LaPorte Family YMCA 
has offered a variety of resources to its mem-
bers. Its dedicated administrators, volunteers 
and community partners work tirelessly to up-
hold the organization’s mission to promote 
positive values, investment in community, and 
mental, physical, and spiritual well-being. 

Founded on December 9, 1908, it took 
LaPorte citizens less than 2 weeks to raise the 
bulk of the $65,000 necessary for the con-
struction of the original YMCA facility. This 
building was completed in 1911. Since that 
time, the original YMCA building in LaPorte 
has undergone numerous renovations and ad-
ditions. Finally, in 1995, the LaPorte YMCA 
was expanded to its current size of 11,000 sq. 
ft., which encompasses a teen center, weight 
room, pool, and a child care center. 

As an evolving organization, the YMCA 
seeks to adapt to the community’s needs 
while promoting family values. The LaPorte 
Family YMCA remains committed to the origi-
nal mission of the organization to respond to 
the needs of the surrounding community. 
Today, the LaPorte Family YMCA continues to 
successfully fulfill this mission by providing 
quality services stressing literacy, safe child 
care and healthy lifestyle choices. These pro-
grams are not only well managed and effec-
tively run but are also vital to the community 
at large and the YMCA’s effort to make a dif-
ference in the community ‘‘one child, one sen-
ior, one family at a time.’’ 

So today, on behalf of the citizens of the 
Second District, I would like to congratulate 
the dedicated administrative personnel and 
community volunteers who make the LaPorte 
Family YMCA such an upstanding organiza-
tion and outstanding resource for LaPorte and 
the surrounding communities. 

f 

HONORING PHYLLIS HICKS 

HON. LEE TERRY 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 25, 2010 

Mr. TERRY. Madam Speaker, it is my 
pleasure to rise today during Black History 
Month to remember the important contribu-
tions African Americans have made to our na-

tion. I especially honor the extraordinary peo-
ple who continue to help shape my community 
of Omaha and our great nation. Among the 
thousands of successful and talented African 
Americans in the second congressional district 
of Nebraska, I would like to pay special tribute 
to Phyllis Hicks. 

Since 1967, Mrs. Hicks has run the Salem 
Stepping Saints Drill Team in Omaha and con-
tinues to be a volunteer and chief fundraiser 
for this youth group, which not only teaches 
young people drill skills, but also provides 
them with mentoring, tutoring and counseling. 
Through her outreach, she has helped many 
youths overcome barriers, especially discrimi-
nation. Phyllis is active in the NAACP, Black 
Business Women’s Council and Urban 
League. She currently serves as marketing di-
rector for the Omaha Star Newspaper, Ne-
braska’s largest African-American newspaper. 
Mrs. Hicks remains active, serving on several 
community boards, and her dedication to im-
proving our community is recognized and ap-
preciated. 

Thank you, Phyllis Hicks, for your commit-
ment to making the world a better place. Your 
participation in our community has made a dif-
ference to thousands of people, especially our 
youth. 

f 

HONORING SABRINA MORALES, 
PRISCILLA KING, LAKEITHA 
LYLES, AND DIANA EDOUARD 
FOR WINNING THE HONORING 
OUR FUTURE LEADERS COM-
PETITION 

HON. STEVE ISRAEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 25, 2010 

Mr. ISRAEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to acknowledge four students in my district, 
Sabrina Morales, Priscilla King, Lakeitha 
Lyles, and Diana Edouard, from Wyandanch 
Memorial High School. 

These students will receive the Honoring 
Our Future Leaders Award on February 27, 
2010. To win this award, they wrote their own 
rendition of the ‘‘I Have a Dream’’ speech de-
livered by Martin Luther King, Jr. 

I am proud to honor Sabrina, Priscilla, 
Lakeitha, and Diana for their academic and 
personal achievements and congratulate them 
upon the receipt of this prestigious award. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JUDY BIGGERT 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 25, 2010 

Mrs. BIGGERT. Madam Speaker, I was ab-
sent from votes on Monday, February 22, 
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2010. The House considered two bills under 
suspension of the rules. Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ for rollcall 49 and 
‘‘yea’’ for rollcall 50. 

f 

COMMEMORATION OF TAIWAN’S 
‘‘2–28 MASSACRE’’ 

HON. SCOTT GARRETT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 25, 2010 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the 63th 
commemoration of Taiwan’s ‘‘2–28 Massacre.’’ 
In the Fall of 1945, 50 years of Japanese oc-
cupation of Taiwan ended with World War II. 
The United Nations gave administrative control 
of Taiwan to the Chinese Nationalist Party. 
After more than a year, the Taiwanese people 
were frustrated by the corruption and eco-
nomic mismanagement that seemed to plague 
the party. 

On February 28, 1947, an elderly woman 
was arrested and beaten. A group of Tai-
wanese confronted the Chinese troops re-
sponsible. One of the Taiwanese was shot, 
riots raged, and Chinese soldiers gunned 
down thousands of unarmed civilians. 

During the following days, government 
troops arrived from mainland China. The Chi-
nese soldiers began capturing and executing 
leading Taiwanese lawyers, doctors, students, 
and other citizens. It is estimated more than 
18,000 people lost their lives. During the fol-
lowing four decades, the Chinese Nationalists 
continued to rule Taiwan with an iron fist 
under Martial Law that was not lifted until 
1987. 

The Massacre had far reaching implications. 
Over the next half-century, these events 
helped galvanize Taiwan’s struggle for inde-
pendence and for its transformation from a 
dictatorship to a thriving and pluralistic democ-
racy. 

I urge other Members to join me in com-
memorating this important historical event. 

f 

HONORING KELLY WEINSENSEEL 
FOR WINNING THE HONORING 
OUR FUTURE LEADERS COM-
PETITION 

HON. STEVE ISRAEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 25, 2010 

Mr. ISRAEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to acknowledge a student in my district, Kelly 
Weinsenseel, from West Babylon High School. 

Kelly will receive the Honoring Our Future 
Leaders Award on February 27, 2010. To win 
this award, she wrote her own rendition of the 
‘‘I Have a Dream’’ speech delivered by Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 

I am proud to honor Kelly for her academic 
and personal achievements and congratulate 
her upon the receipt of this prestigious award. 

CORPORAL JACOB HENRY 
TURBETT 

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 25, 2010 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Madam Speaker, today I 
rise to honor Corporal Jacob Henry Turbett, a 
courageous and noble Marine, who died on 
February 13 at the age of 21. Corporal Turbett 
lost his life while bravely supporting combat 
operations in the Helmand Province, Afghani-
stan. 

Corporal Turbett was a member of the Sec-
ond Combat Engineer Battalion, Second Ma-
rine Division, II Marine Expeditionary Force 
based in Camp Lejeune, North Carolina. He 
was a 2007 graduate of Canton High School 
and took part in Civil Air Patrol. He came from 
a celebrated military family. His grandfather, 
cousin and two of his uncles were in the Ma-
rines. His uncle was in the Navy and his sis-
ter, Jaime Turbett, started boot camp in the 
Navy only ten days before her brother was 
killed. Corporal Turbett followed in these proud 
footsteps by completing tours of duty in Ban-
gladesh and Iraq. Additionally, he was sta-
tioned in Okinawa, Japan. He was a hard 
worker, a proud and brave American, and a 
loving husband to his wife Crystal, whom he 
married in July 2008. Along with his wife and 
sister he is survived by his mother, Sheila, his 
father, Richard and his brother, Joe Marsh, 
who is a sheriff’s deputy in Humboldt County, 
California. 

Corporal Turbett sacrificed everything for his 
country in Operation Enduring Freedom. To 
his fellow soldiers, his family and friends, and 
to everyone who knew and loved him, he was 
a dedicated member of his community who 
answered the higher calling to serve his coun-
try. 

Madam Speaker, during his lifetime, Cor-
poral Turbett enriched the lives of everyone 
around him by employing energy, leadership, 
and courage in everything he set out to do. As 
we bid farewell to this exceptional individual, I 
ask my colleagues to join me in remembering 
and honoring his contributions and years of 
devoted service to his community and our 
country. 

f 

HONORING THE ORGAN PIPE CAC-
TUS NATIONAL MONUMENT FOR 
BEING RECOGNIZED BY THE 
INTERMOUNTAIN REGION’S WIL-
DERNESS STEWARDSHIP 
AWARDS PROGRAM 

HON. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 25, 2010 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the employees of Organ Pipe 
Cactus National Monument. The staff of Organ 
Pipe Cactus National Monument has been 
recognized by the Intermountain Region’s Wil-
derness Stewardship Awards Program with 
the top award for 2009 as true Wilderness 
Champions. 

Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument cov-
ers 330,689 acres and, of that acreage, 95 
percent is designated wilderness. Founded in 
1937, the employees of this National Monu-
ment have continuously monitored and evalu-
ated the land use and local environment. 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt preserved this 
land for its scenic views but also for its eco-
logical wonders. Having been occupied by 
American Indians, Mexicans and Europeans 
the diverse history of this land makes it valu-
able around the globe. In addition, in 1976 the 
United Nations bestowed the title of Inter-
national Biosphere Reserve on Organ Pipe 
Cactus National Monument further confirming 
not only its local importance, but its value 
internationally. Twenty-six species of cactus 
flourish in the harsh conditions, as well as 
many species of birds, lizards, bats and ro-
dents. They all delicately coexist in this won-
derful ecosystem. 

Until the 1970s, this land was used for 
ranching and mining, making the jobs of the 
current staff challenging. Catching up with the 
damage done during these times has proven 
to be the stimulus for all the wonderful 
projects taken on by the employees at Organ 
Pipe. Most notable is the Organ Pipe Cactus 
National Monument Ecological Monitoring Pro-
gram. This program has been diligently work-
ing since 1997 to monitor and evaluate critical 
aspects of the region. From reporting changes 
in the ecosystem, to documenting damage to 
the land by neighboring developers, this pro-
gram has proven vital to the stability of the 
National Monument, as well as to the eco-
system of Southern Arizona. 

Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument is 
also a vital part of the community and offers 
guided tours, hiking, camping, excellent 
birding and plenty of beautiful picnic areas. 
Organ Pipe also offers wonderful educational 
opportunities through student field trips and its 
participation in the VIEWs program through 
the National Park Service. 

The men and women employed at Organ 
Pipe monitor this delicate ecosystem while still 
preserving this beautiful area. The staff take 
bi-annual photos in eight different areas to 
monitor land use and development along the 
Mexico border, annually monitor spring and 
summer lizards and their habits in the 
Sonoran Desert, and have set up an annual 
climate monitoring system for which the data 
are all reported into their ORPI Ecological 
Monitoring Report. Through the staff’s efforts, 
the stability of this wonderful, natural resource 
is protected. 

The employees of Organ Pipe Cactus Na-
tional Monument who have been honored with 
this award truly deserve it. They are vital play-
ers in the protection of America’s wild lands. 
As a member of the House Committee on Nat-
ural Resources and, having seen our commu-
nity grow to over a million people during my 
lifetime, I know the importance of protecting 
these delicate areas. It gives me great joy to 
see such wonderful people giving of them-
selves to preserve and protect this spectacular 
region of Southern Arizona. 
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