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Madam Speaker, for seniors, getting Social 

Security benefits can be a rigorous process. 
Many seniors rely on professional representa-
tives to help them complete applications, ob-
tain medical evidence, and prepare them-
selves and other witnesses for hearings. H.R. 
4532 will permanently extend critical provi-
sions passed under the Social Security Pro-
tection Act of 2004 that allow representation 
fees to be withheld from Social Security Insur-
ance (SSI) applicants’ past-due benefits and 
paid directly to representatives. H.R. 4532 will 
also extend provisions that make qualified 
non-attorney representatives eligible to be 
paid through fee-withholding. 

The provisions set to be extended by H.R. 
4532 will provide easy access to the qualified 
representation that many seniors need in 
order to secure their benefits. This legislation 
is especially important in these tough eco-
nomic times. With limited income and in-
creased health care needs, seniors across the 
country—and especially in my home State of 
California—have been hit particularly hard by 
the ongoing economic recession. Now, more 
than ever, we need to help the elderly access 
the benefits that they need to achieve financial 
stability. 

In conclusion, I support this bill because it 
will make the Social Security system more fair 
and easy to use for the 63,000 seniors in my 
district and millions more across the country. 
In order to uphold our obligation to senior citi-
zens we must provide them with the resources 
needed to take advantage of available bene-
fits. By helping senior citizens get the benefits 
they need, the Social Security Disability Appli-
cants’ Access to Professional Representation 
Act of 2009 represents a much needed re-
sponse to our Nation’s current economic chal-
lenges. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting H.R. 4532. 
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TRIBUTE TO OUTSTANDING LIFE-
TIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
WINNER JOE ANDERSON 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 25, 2010 

Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and pay tribute to an individual 
whose dedication and contributions to the 
community of San Clemente, California are 
exceptional. San Clemente has been fortunate 
to have dynamic and dedicated community 
leaders who willingly and unselfishly give their 
time and talent and make their communities a 
better place to live and work. Joe Anderson is 
one such individual. On February 25, 2010, 
Joe will be honored at the San Clemente 
Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting and 
Award Ceremony where he will receive the 
2009 Outstanding Lifetime Achievement 
Award. 

Joe was raised in Southern California and 
graduated from Arizona State University with a 
B.S. Degree in Economics. He is a Chartered 
Life Underwriter, a professional designation 
conferred by the American College, Bryn 
Mawr, Pennsylvania. Following graduation, 

Joe was employed by Mobil Oil Corporation 
for eleven years. During his employment with 
Mobil he held a number of management posi-
tions in various locations in the United States, 
including Los Angeles, Seattle, New York City 
and Sacramento. 

In 1976, Joe and his family relocated to 
South Orange County where he opened a 
successful State Farm Insurance Agency in 
San Clemente. After operating his agency for 
ten years, Joe accepted a management posi-
tion with the company. During the last decade 
of his career, Joe held an executive level as-
signment with responsibility for all agency op-
erations in South Orange County. He retired in 
2005 after 29 loyal years with the firm. 

Joe’s community activities include: past 
board member and President of the San 
Clemente Chamber of Commerce, the South 
Coast Area Boys & Girls Club and Mary 
Erickson Community Housing. He served on 
the San Clemente Growth Management, Eco-
nomic Development and General Plan Review 
Committees. He chaired the Casa Romantica 
Feasibility Study, and co-chaired the Down-
town Visioning Committee. Due to his many 
years of service, Joe was named the 1993 
San Clemente Citizen of the Year. 

Joe was first elected to the San Clemente 
City Council in 1990, where he served two 
terms and then stepped down in 1998. In 
2002, at the urging of members of the commu-
nity, Joe ran and was elected to a third term. 
He was re-elected in November 2006 for a 
fourth term. Joe served as Mayor in 1992, 
2005 and 2008. 

Joe serves as San Clemente’s Trustee to 
the Orange County Vector Control Agency, 
and represents San Clemente on the board of 
the California Joint Powers Insurance Author-
ity. He also serves on the City’s Investment 
Advisory Board, and is board alternate to the 
Transportation Corridor Agencies. During 2005 
and 2006, he chaired the Communications 
and Outreach Committee of the Orange Coun-
ty Division, League of California Cities for the 
renewal of Measure M. In November, 2006, 
Measure M passed with a 69.6% yes vote. 

Joe and his wife of 45 years, Mary Anna, 
are the proud parents of three married sons. 
John, a Lieutenant Colonel in the United 
States Marine Corps; Charles, an Estimating 
Manager for a large electrical contractor; and 
Robert, an entrepreneur. The Anderson’s have 
five beautiful grandchildren. 

Joe Anderson’s tireless passion for commu-
nity service has contributed immensely to the 
betterment of the community of San Clemente, 
California. I am proud to call Joe a fellow com-
munity member, American and friend. I know 
that many community members are grateful 
for his service and salute him as he receives 
the San Clemente Chamber of Commerce 
Outstanding Lifetime Achievement Award. 
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RECOGNIZING THE SONDGEROTH’S 
67TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 25, 2010 

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a special couple from Mendota, 

Illinois, Lester and Mary Rita Sondgeroth, on 
the celebration of their sixty-seventh wedding 
anniversary. The love and dedication required 
through 67 years of marriage is a shining ex-
ample of what a bond as strong as theirs can 
achieve, and I commend them on all those 
special years together. This is truly a signifi-
cant milestone and one that only a very few 
are fortunate enough to celebrate in their life-
time. 

Lester and Mary Rita Sondgeroth were 
united in marriage on February 10, 1943 at 
the Holy Cross Church in Mendota where the 
couple has made their home to this day. 
Throughout the years, the Sondgeroths were 
blessed with five children—the late Dean 
Sondgeroth, the late Dianna Neisess, Debra 
Peters, Dru Sondgeroth, and Denise Burnette. 
They now have the pleasure of spending time 
with their five grandchildren—Scott Peters, 
Adam Peters, Brandon Burnette, Austin 
Burnette, and lastly Ryan Peters who I am 
proud to say is an outstanding member of my 
District Office staff in Vista, California. 

A 67th wedding anniversary reminds us that 
marriage is not an instant achievement but a 
covenant that requires love, patience, and re-
spect. Lester and Mary Rita Sondgeroth have 
perfected this commitment to each other and 
are truly blessed to have a strong marriage, 
their family, and a lifetime of memories. As 
they live each day by their wedding vows, they 
continue to inspire all who are fortunate to 
know them. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating Lester and Mary Rita 
Sondgeroth on this momentous occasion and 
sending our best wishes for many more years 
of love and happiness. 
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IN HONOR OF HIS EMINENCE 
CARDINAL JOSIP BOZANIĆ 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 25, 2010 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, please 
join me in honor and recognition of Cardinal 
Josip Bozanic, Croatian Cardinal of the 
Roman Catholic Church, upon his visit to the 
American-Croatian Lodge, Inc. of Cleveland, 
Ohio. The Croatian Lodge of Cleveland is a vi-
brant cultural center where the history and tra-
ditions of Croatia have been promoted and 
preserved for twenty-five years. 

Cardinal Bozanić was born and raised in 
Rijecka, Yugoslavia (now Croatia). His par-
ents, Ivan Bozanić and Dinka Vlakovic, taught 
him the values of hard work, faith and service 
to others. On June 29th, 1975, Cardinal 
Bozanić was ordained to the priesthood, by 
Bishop Karmelo Zazinovic. He served as a 
parish priest for several years before going to 
Rome where he earned a licentiate in dog-
matic theology from the Pontifical Gregorian 
University, and then a licentiate in canon law 
from the Pontifical Lateran University. 

Cardinal Bozanić returned to Yugoslavia, 
where he served as chancellor and then vicar 
general of the Diocese of Krk. From 1988 to 
1997, he taught dogmatic theology and canon 
law at the Theological Institute of Rijeka. On 
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