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government can best help the private sector 
succeed. I believe that a National Manufac-
turing Strategy will help us accomplish that, 
and I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this bill, and doing the absolute best 
that we can to support manufacturing in Amer-
ica. 
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COMMEMORATING THE 117TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF PAYNE CHAPEL 
A.M.E. CHURCH IN WEST PALM 
BEACH, FLORIDA 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 25, 2010 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to commemorate the 117th anni-
versary of the founding of Payne Chapel 
A.M.E. Church in West Palm Beach, Florida, 
an institution that is as old as the city itself. 

The theme of this year’s celebration is ‘‘En-
hancing the dream; bright hope for tomorrow’’. 
Payne Chapel was the dream of Ed Walstine, 
Philip Akery, Bell Jones, Susan Gee Cook, 
Margaret Akery, D. Jones, and Haley Mickens, 
who were strongly determined to prepare the 
way for carrying out ‘‘The Great Commission’’ 
of preaching and witnessing for Christ. They 
founded their church, known as Bethel, in Jan-
uary of 1893. It was a pioneer era, and the 
first church was established in ‘‘The Styx’’, 
now Palm Beach. The first trustees were J.J. 
Gordon, D.J. Jones, and Philip Akery. 

In 1894, under the pastorate of Rev. T.W. 
Wilson, the church’s name was changed from 
Bethel to Payne Chapel in honor of Bishop 
Daniel A. Payne. Payne Chapel was built at 
Banyan and Tamarind Avenue, under the pas-
torate of Rev. A.S. Simms, 1894–1895. During 
the pastorate of Rev. M.T. Carey, 1910–1914, 
the church’s parsonage was built. Rev. S.W. 
Adair organized the first rally for the new 
Payne Chapel A.M.E. Church between 1917 
and 1920. It was Rev. E.J. Jackson who pur-
chased the present site and laid the founda-
tion between 1922 and 1923. In 1924, Rev. 
S.W. Adair was again appointed pastor and 
began work on the new church. 

In 1928, a hurricane completely destroyed 
the old church on Banyan Street. The first 
Sunday in January 1929, services resumed in 
the basement of the ‘‘New Church on the Hill’’. 
Over the years, many additions were made to 
Payne Chapel under the pastorate of different 
reverends to complete the New Church. The 
main auditorium was dedicated in 1937, new 
pews were added in 1942, and the church 
was cleared of all indebtedness in 1948. Dur-
ing the pastorate of Rev. H. McNeal Harris, 
1963–1966, the present parsonage was built, 
and under Rev. Stephen M. Peck, 1969–1981, 
the church was completely air conditioned. 

Between 1981 and 1987, land was pur-
chased for two parking areas, the church of-
fice, pastor’s study, and Christian Education 
Office were erected in the lower auditorium, 
and the lounges were completely renovated. 

In 1988, the New Genesis was instituted 
under the leadership of Shepherd W.J. Jack-
son. The church underwent a series of ren-
ovations and restoration, including new paint 

inside and out, safety guard doors, a new roof, 
pews, furniture, lighting, carpeting, state-of- 
the-art sound system, piano, organ, and tiling. 
Furthermore, the mortgage was liquidated and 
another parking area and additional property 
around the church were purchased. 

In November 2002, Bishop John Hurst 
Adams assigned Rev. Samuel E. Sullivan to 
Payne Chapel. Under his pastorate, Payne 
Chapel underwent further renovation and 
debts on the roof and organ were liquidated. 
During the 2004–2005 hurricane season, the 
church and parsonage sustained major wind 
and water damage. Payne Chapel’s keepers 
worked hard to restore it to its former magnifi-
cent grandeur. The church’s interior was gut-
ted and treated for mold and mildew, and car-
peting, pews, and other furnishing and equip-
ment were replaced. 

On December 2, 2007, Bishop McKinley 
Young assigned Rev. Milton Broomfield to 
pastor Payne Chapel into the future. I am cer-
tain that Payne Chapel can look forward to 
great things under Rev. Broomfield’s leader-
ship. 

Madam Speaker, from 1893 to 2008, 30 
pastors, 24 presiding elders, 36 bishops, and 
three assistant pastors have served Payne 
Chapel A.M.E. Church. Payne Chapel is more 
than a building; it is a living testament to the 
community that built it. As we celebrate the 
117th anniversary of its founding and remem-
ber the untold numbers of dedicated people 
who have contributed to making the church 
what it is today, tomorrow is indeed bright and 
hopeful. 
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COMMEMORATING THE 16TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE KHOJALY 
TRAGEDY 

HON. MICHAEL E. McMAHON 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 25, 2010 

Mr. MCMAHON. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
commemorate the 16th anniversary of the 
Khojaly tragedy, when on February 25–26, 
1992, the town of Khojaly in the Nagorno 
Karabagh region of Azerbaijan was brutally at-
tacked by Armenian forces. The town of 
Khojaly, which was home to 7,000 people, 
was completely destroyed; a total of 613 peo-
ple were killed, of which 106 were women and 
83 were children, and 56 of whom are pur-
ported to have been killed with extreme cruelty 
and torture. Additionally, 1,275 were taken 
hostage, 150 went missing; 487 people be-
came disabled, 76 of whom are teenagers; 8 
families were wiped out; 25 children lost both 
of their parents, and 130 children lost one of 
their parents. 

Sadly, Khojaly, a town in the Nagorno- 
Karabakh region of Azerbaijan, now under the 
occupation of Armenian forces, was the site of 
the largest killing of ethnic Azerbaijani civil-
ians. 

According to Human Rights Watch and 
other international observers, the massacre 
was committed by the ethnic Armenian armed 
forces, reportedly with the help of the Russian 
366th Motor Rifle Regiment. 

As part of the population tried to escape the 
town of Khojaly, they encountered violent am-

bushes and were murdered. According to the 
Russian organization, Memorial, 200 Azer-
baijani corpses were brought from Khojaly to 
Agdam within four days, and it was discovered 
that they were subjected to abuses, torture 
and mutilation. Human Rights Watch stated 
that ‘‘we place direct responsibility for the civil-
ian deaths with Karabakh Armenian forces.’’ 

At the time, Newsweek Magazine reported: 
‘‘Azerbaijan was a charnel house again last 
week: a place of mourning refugees and doz-
ens of mangled corpses dragged to a make-
shift morgue behind the mosque. They were 
ordinary Azerbaijani men, women and children 
of Khojaly, a small village in war-torn 
Nagorno-Karabakh overrun by Armenian 
forces on 25–26 February. Many were killed at 
close range while trying to flee; some had 
their faces mutilated, others were scalped.’’ 

Time Magazine stated ‘‘While the details are 
argued, this much is plain: something grim 
and unconscionable happened in the Azer-
baijani town of Khojaly 2 weeks ago. So far, 
some 200 dead Azerbaijanis, many of them 
mutilated, have been transported out of the 
town tucked inside the Armenian-dominated 
enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh for burial in 
neighboring Azerbaijan. The total number of 
deaths—the Azerbaijanis claim 1,324 civilians 
have been slaughtered, most of them women 
and children—is unknown.’’ 

Members of the Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Council of Europe, PACE, from Albania, 
Azerbaijan, and the United Kingdom stated in 
May 2001 in Written Declaration No. 324 that 
the ‘‘Armenians massacred the whole popu-
lation of Khojaly and fully destroyed the town.’’ 

Khojaly was the first significant Azerbaijani 
settlement overrun by Armenian forces in the 
region of Nagorno-Karabakh. The forces next 
overran the Nagorno-Karabakh districts of 
Zangilan, Gubadli, Fuzuli, Aghdam, and 
Kalbajar, as well as the towns of Shusha and 
Lachin. Altogether, the occupied territories 
represent roughly 20 percent of the territory of 
Azerbaijan. And, altogether roughly one million 
Azerbaijanis were evicted from their homes 
over the course of the Armenian-Azerbaijan 
war. 

Madam Speaker, this is not the ringing con-
demnation that the survivors of Khojaly de-
serve but it is an important first step by an 
international community that has too long 
been silent on this issue. Congress should 
take the next step and I hope my colleagues 
will join me in standing with Azerbaijanis as 
they commemorate the tragedy of Khojaly. 
The world should know and remember. 
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INTRODUCTION OF IMPROVING 
COMPACT-IMPACT ASSISTANCE 
FOR EDUCATION 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 25, 2010 

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce H.R. 4695, a bill to expand 
the Federal Impact Aid program to reimburse 
schools for the costs of educating students 
from the Freely Associated States, FAS, resid-
ing in the United States, including the terri-
tories. Impact Aid was originally authorized by 
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the Elementary and Secondary Education Act 
in 1965 to compensate local school districts 
for the costs of educating federally connected 
children. Examples of these kinds of students 
include those whose parents live on military 
bases, live on Indian lands, or are the children 
of accredited foreign diplomats. However, the 
Impact Aid program does not compensate 
local schools for the costs incurred by edu-
cating students from the FAS. 

The United States entered into the Com-
pacts of Free Association with the Republic of 
the Marshall Islands, the Federated States of 
Micronesia, and the Republic of Palau and 
under the Compacts, citizens of these coun-
tries can enter the United States without a 
visa. Thus, children whose parents are citi-
zens of the FAS are in schools in the States 
and territories under a special immigration cat-
egory and are federally connected just as chil-
dren of military families are similarly federally 
connected. This legislation would provide a 
means for the Federal Government to provide 
assistance to impacted local education au-
thorities. 

Madam Speaker, the economic downturn 
has forced many local school districts to cut 
education budgets. This is a longstanding 
issue for affected jurisdictions and they need 
this to be redressed now more than ever. I 
would like to thank Mr. ABERCROMBIE, Mr. 
FALEOMAVAEGA, Mrs. CHRISTENSEN, Mr. 
HONDA, Mr. SABLAN, and Mr. PIERLUISI for join-
ing with me as original cosponsors. I will work 
with these cosponsors to pass this bill during 
the 111th Congress. 
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TRIBUTE TO CONGRESSMAN 
SONNY CALLAHAN—2009 ‘‘MOBIL-
IAN OF THE YEAR’’ 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 25, 2010 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
congratulate my dear friend and predecessor, 
former Congressman Sonny Callahan, for 
being selected as 2009 Mobilian of the Year 
by the Cottage Hill Civitan Club. 

To the people of South Alabama, Sonny 
needs no introduction. He has dedicated much 
of his life to serving our area. A Navy veteran 
and a self-made local business success, 
Sonny has never known a time when he was 
not giving back to his community. 

First elected to public office representing 
Mobile in the Alabama House of Representa-
tives in 1971, Sonny embarked on a journey 
that took him to the Alabama State Senate 
and eventually to Washington, DC, where he 
labored in this House for no less than 18 
years. 

He quickly made a name for himself in 
these Halls, earning the gavel of one of the 13 
subcommittee chairmanships on the House 
Appropriations Committee after only 10 years 
in office. He was named chairman of the pow-
erful Subcommittee on Foreign Operations in 
1995, protecting America’s interests and in-
vestments around the world. 

In 2000, he became the chairman of the 
House Appropriations Subcommittee on En-

ergy and Water Development. In this position, 
Sonny worked closely with the Bush Adminis-
tration to develop and finance a new national 
energy policy. 

While chairman of this subcommittee, he 
also served as vice chairman of Foreign Oper-
ations and was a member of the Transpor-
tation Subcommittee. 

In an era of stark partisanship that too often 
divides this Chamber, Sonny Callahan knew 
only friends as he served in Congress. His 
ability to reach out across the aisle won him 
universal praise and enabled him to accom-
plish much for his district and the State of Ala-
bama. 

After retirement from Congress in 2003, 
Sonny has refused to settle down into a quiet 
life of leisure. In addition to work in his own 
government consulting firm, Sonny was 
named by Governor Bob Riley to serve on the 
Alabama Port Authority Board. In 2004, Sonny 
was named Patriot of the Year by local vet-
erans groups, and in 2005, the Boys and Girls 
Clubs of Mobile named its Theodore activity 
center the Sonny Callahan Boys and Girls 
Club Building. 

I wish to personally congratulate Sonny Cal-
lahan for having received the honor of 
‘‘Mobilian of the Year,’’ and on behalf of the 
people of South Alabama, I thank Sonny, his 
wife, Karen, and their children and grand-
children, for their continued service and dedi-
cation to the state and the people we so dear-
ly love. 
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HONORING GALVESTON 
BUSINESSES 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 25, 2010 

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, on March 4th, 
the Galveston Chamber of Commerce will hold 
its 164th annual meeting. Established by the 
Ninth Congress of the Republic of Texas in 
1845, making it the oldest chamber of com-
merce in Texas, the Galveston Chamber of 
Commerce works to promote and advocate for 
the business community of Galveston. 

At the March 4th meeting, the Galveston 
Chamber of Commerce will honor 32 Gal-
veston businesses who have served the Gal-
veston Community for 100 years or longer. 
The Port of Galveston, which has been in op-
eration since 1825, is the oldest business in 
the community. 

It is truly a remarkable achievement that 
these 32 businesses kept their doors open 
through several hurricanes, tropical storms, re-
cessions, and the Great Depression. 

I certainly agree with Gina Spagnola, presi-
dent of the Galveston Chamber of Commerce, 
who said ‘‘Our business community is the life-
blood of our community, and we must con-
tinue to welcome, appreciate, encourage, sup-
port and protect them.’’ 

Madam Speaker, it is a tremendous pleas-
ure to join my friends at the Galveston Cham-
ber of Commerce in saluting these businesses 
for their years of service to the people of Gal-
veston. I am truly honored to serve as their 
representative and hope all my colleagues all 

join me in congratulating these outstanding 
businesses. I have attached a list of the 
names of the businesses that will be honored 
on March 4 and the date that the companies 
were established. 

Del Papa Distributing Company, 1910; 
Moody National Bank, 1907; American Na-
tional Insurance Company, 1905; Biehl & 
Company, 1905; Rosenberg Library, 1904; 
Malloy & Son Funeral Home, 1902; Fred 
Hartel Company, 1900; Galveston Country 
Club, 1898; the Grand 1894 Opera House, 
1894; and Stewart Title, 1893. 

Galveston Insurance Associates, 1892; Uni-
versity of Texas Medical Branch, 1891; Gal-
veston Independent School District, 1884; 
AT&T, 1878; The Children’s Center, Inc., 
1878; Mt. Olive Missionary Baptist Church, 
1876; Frost Bank, 1874; Grace Episcopal 
Church, 1868; J. Levy & Termini Funeral 
Home, 1868; Galveston County Medical Soci-
ety, 1865; and Texas Gas Service, 1856. 

Ott Monument Works, 1854; First Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church, 1850; Mills Shirley 
LLP, 1846; Galveston Chamber of Commerce, 
1845; Gal-Tex Pilots Service Corporation, 
1845; Galveston County Daily News, 1842; 
Trinity Episcopal Church, 1841; First Baptist 
Church, 1840; Moody Memorial First United 
Methodist Church, 1838; City of Galveston, 
1837; Port of Galveston, 1825. 
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HONORING PASTOR WALTER 
THOMAS RICHARDSON 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 25, 2010 

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, today I rise to honor one of 
the most devoted and beloved leaders in 
South Florida, Dr. Walter Thomas Richardson, 
whose dedication to God, his faith and his 
community has allowed him to break social 
barriers and touched thousands of lives. 

Since 1983, Pastor Richardson has served 
as Senior Pastor of Sweet Home Missionary 
Baptist Church in Perrine, Florida and his 
preaching has enriched the faith and lives of 
many. He is a Miami native, married to M. Do-
lores, father to Walter L. and LaKisha, and 
proud grandfather of seven. His family has 
played a key role in his development as pastor 
and community leader. He learned of the im-
portance of community service at a young 
age, from his parents, Bishop Walter H. and 
Mrs. Poseline M. Richardson and in 1969, 
while serving in the military, felt a calling for 
the ministry. His education has also played an 
important role in his formation. He obtained 
both Bachelor and Master Degrees from St. 
Thomas University, and a Doctorate from Trin-
ity Theological Seminary. 

Pastor Richardson is a leading voice of so-
cial justice and multicultural integration. His 
congregation is formed by Native Americans, 
African Americans, Hispanics, Haitians and 
several Caribbean Islands among many other 
groups. His love of service has manifested 
itself in multiple ways. He is a professor of re-
ligion at St. Thomas University, Chaplain in 
the Miami-Dade Police Department, and Board 
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