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of American roots music, is launching an 
education component that ties into ongoing 
music instruction at The Patch. ‘‘Our objec-
tive is to bring the art and business end of 
music directly to the kids,’’ said Greg 
Handy, a Blue Sky Kentucky founder. ‘‘Once 
a month, artists will come give a brief per-
formance, talk to the kids about what it 
means to be a professional, working musi-
cian, and how they got where they are now. 
We’ve developed a syllabus that covers the 
art of songwriting and also the business of 
music.’’ 

Formerly an 8th Ward alderman who grew 
up in Old Louisville, Handy remembers hang-
ing out at The Patch, he says, ‘‘probably 
starting at 8 or 9 years old until the time I 
got my driver’s license. I would meet friends 
there after school, and actually played a lit-
tle softball for them. Our family was a lot 
more fortunate than others in the neighbor-
hood. And The Patch was a place where chil-
dren could go, be safe and learn life’s les-
sons—just a great place.’’ 

For as long as anyone can remember, Cab-
bage Patch Settlement House has been a bea-
con of hope to inner-city kids and their fami-
lies. 

During the 1937 flood, when the Ohio River 
submerged 70 percent of Louisville and 
forced 175,000 people from their homes, The 
Patch, which was situated on the edge of an 
irregularly shaped dry area, became a refuge 
for dislocated residents and a clearinghouse 
for food, clothes and other necessities. It un-
derwent a major program expansion after 
World War II, adding a game room, various 
athletic programs, adult activities, and 
dances. During the 1950s it began one of Lou-
isville’s first private desegregation initia-
tives that by 1963 encompassed the entire op-
eration. 

During its early years, founder Louise 
Marshall often scoured the surrounding 
neighborhood for troubled and less fortunate 
children, promoting the value of education 
and inviting them to the Patch. Although 
from a well-to-do family—her great-great 
grandfather was U.S. Chief Justice John 
Marshall—Marshall as a young woman 
taught a neighborhood Bible school class, 
felt compelled to help the poor and was influ-
enced by the success of places like Chicago’s 
Hull House to help the less fortunate. She 
based Cabbage Patch’s founding principles on 
the biblical injunction for charity in the 
Book of Matthew: ‘‘For I was hungry and you 
gave me something to eat: I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink; I was a 
stranger and you invited me in; I was naked 
and you clothed me.’’ 

The agency was named for a neighborhood 
running along tracks of the Louisville and 
Nashville Railroad, inhabited by L&N work-
ers and truck gardeners growing cabbages— 
thus the Cabbage Patch. The area was im-
mortalized in a sentimental best-selling 1901 
novel, ‘‘Mrs. Wiggs of the Cabbage Patch,’’ 
by Louisville writer Alice Hegan Rice. 

Today, it has the legacy of Marshall, who 
died in 1981, and the example of dedication 
set by the late Roosevelt Chin, longtime 
family services director, whose ashes are 
buried at center court in the renovated gym 
named in his honor. 

It has programs like the vegetable-growing 
and cooking initiative From Seed to Table, 
begun by Kathy Cary, chef/owner of Lilly’s 
Bistro. It consistently turns out winning 
produce at the Kentucky State Fair, taking 
second place last year for Roma tomatoes, 
cabbage and corn, and 10 first-place ribbons 
in 2000, including best hot pepper collection. 

It has volunteers extraordinaire such as 
Lea Fischbach, who in 2007 received the 

President’s Volunteer Service Award from 
President George W. Bush for her 11 years 
and more than 4,000 hours of charity work. 

‘‘Those who participated in our programs 
tell the story of our mission,’’ the agency’s 
executive director, the Rev. Tracy Holladay, 
said in a statement. ‘‘When we celebrate 100 
years of service, we’re celebrating the hope 
and potential of all those who have come 
through our doors, past and present, and 
those who will come in the next 100 years.’’ 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. There will now be a period of 
morning business, with Senators per-
mitted to speak for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

f 

EXTENSION OF UNEMPLOYMENT 
BENEFITS 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, last 
night a number of Senators stayed on 
the floor until almost midnight—I 
thank the staff and pages for their en-
durance and patience. 

This was over an issue that was criti-
cally important to our Nation. It is an 
issue which relates to this recession we 
are in and the fact that literally mil-
lions of Americans in every State 
across America are out of work and 
doing their very best to find jobs. It is 
not easy. There are as many as four un-
employed workers for every available 
job. People are taking jobs that pay 
substantially less than what they are 
used to earning in the hopes of keeping 
their family together and weathering 
this economic storm. 

Some of the sacrifices that are being 
made will literally change lives and 
families forever. People are losing 
their homes because of the loss of jobs. 
Folks are finding their kids have to 
drop out of college and come home be-
cause the families can no longer help 
them afford to pay for tuition and the 
expense of higher education. So many 
families in desperate straits are turn-
ing to the food banks in cities across 
America. As I visit these food banks, 
they tell me there is a dramatic in-
crease in the number of people who 
come in looking for the basic food they 
need to put on the table to keep their 
families together. 

Some of these families have lost 
their health insurance. It is one of the 
first casualties of losing a job. Unless 
you have lived as a father of a sick 
child without health insurance, you 
cannot imagine what goes through his 
mind in that circumstance. It happened 
to me when I was first married and did 
not have health insurance. I had a sick 
baby. My wife and I just prayed we 
could find the care she needed when we 

did not have health insurance to cover 
it. 

For millions of Americans, that is 
not only a threat, it is a reality. When 
you look at this hardship many Ameri-
cans are facing, through no fault of 
their own and despite their heroic ef-
forts to put their lives back on track, 
I believe it is unthinkable, unforgiv-
able that we would cut off unemploy-
ment insurance payments to these peo-
ple; that we would cut off COBRA pay-
ments which help them to pay for their 
health insurance while they are unem-
ployed. 

Yet that is what is going to happen 
Sunday night. It is because the Senator 
from Kentucky has objected to extend-
ing unemployment insurance payments 
and COBRA health insurance payments 
for 30 days. In my State, there are 
15,000 people who do not realize this 
morning but will come to realize Mon-
day morning that their lives have dra-
matically changed. They are not only 
out of work and they are struggling to 
survive, but that one lifeline, that un-
employment check that keeps them to-
gether, that provides $250 a week so 
they can get on with life and try to 
turn the corner, is going to disappear. 

You say: Well, why? What is it that 
has brought us to the point where we 
as a nation would cut off help for our 
own people? The Senator from Ken-
tucky explained last night it is because 
he wants to balance the budget. He 
wants to cut the deficit. He is con-
cerned about the debt. 

Well, I share his concerns. What was 
said last night by so many Members on 
this side of the aisle, which is, for 
goodness’ sake, find a way to express 
your political views that is not at the 
expense of helpless people. 

That is why so many Members stayed 
here until almost midnight talking 
about it. Senator STABENOW from 
Michigan, what a terrible economic sit-
uation in her State. One out of six peo-
ple in her State is on food stamps. 
They have had high unemployment for 
the longest time because of the loss of 
manufacturing jobs and other employ-
ment opportunities. 

It is an awful situation, repeated in 
Rhode Island, where they have one of 
the highest unemployment rates in the 
Nation. They were the first in the re-
cession and are struggling to get 
through it. It is a small State in com-
parison to Illinois or Michigan. But 
when Senator JACK REED and Senator 
SHELDON WHITEHOUSE came to the 
floor, they talked about hundreds of 
people in their State who will be cut 
off from unemployment checks as of 
Sunday night because of the objection 
of one Senator who says we have to 
learn our lesson about deficits. 

The simple fact is, this is an emer-
gency situation and should be treated 
as such. If the floodwaters were rising 
in Kentucky or Illinois and people were 
displaced from their homes, desperate 
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