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SENATE—Monday, March 1, 2010 
The Senate met at 2 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable MARK 
R. WARNER, a Senator from the Com-
monwealth of Virginia. 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-

fered the following prayer: 
Let us pray. 
O God, whose approval we seek above 

humanity’s hollow applause, we pause 
today to experience the warmth of 
Your presence as You lift the light of 
Your countenance upon us. 

Give to the Members of this body 
pure hearts and a passion to faithfully 
serve You and country. Across their 
toiling hours, keep their hearts fixed 
on You, the author and finisher of their 
faith. In a world of suspense, suspicion, 
and turmoil, breathe now in this quiet 
moment Your peace on every heart. 
Lord, prepare solutions for our Sen-
ators’ complexities and resolve their 
conflicts in a way that will glorify 
You. 

We pray in Your sacred Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Honorable MARK R. WARNER led 

the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, March 1, 2010. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable MARK R. WARNER, a 
Senator from the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia, to perform the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. WARNER thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 

leader remarks, there will be a period 

of morning business until 3 p.m., with 
Senators permitted to speak for up to 
10 minutes each. At 3 p.m., we will turn 
to consideration of H.R. 4213, the tax 
extenders legislation. Senator BAUCUS 
will be recognized to call up a sub-
stitute amendment. As previously an-
nounced, there will be no rollcall votes 
today. The first vote of the week will 
occur at 12:15 p.m. tomorrow. That vote 
will be on the motion to invoke cloture 
on the nomination of Barbara Keenan 
to be U.S. circuit judge for the Fourth 
Circuit. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—H.R. 4626 AND H.R. 4691 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, there are 
two bills at the desk due for a second 
reading. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the bills by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 4626) to restore the application 

of the Federal antitrust laws to the business 
of health insurance to protect competition 
and consumers. 

A bill (H.R. 4691) to provide a temporary 
extension of certain programs, and for other 
purposes. 

Mr. REID. I object to any further 
proceedings with respect to these two 
bills. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection is heard. 

The bills will be placed on the cal-
endar. 

f 

COSTLY INACTION 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, every night 
too many out-of-work Nevadans and 
Americans, people who want to work, 
who need to support their families but 
can’t find a job, go to bed with at least 
the comfort of having unemployment 
insurance and health benefits. Last 
night, more than a million people 
throughout America who went to sleep 
relying on those benefits woke up with-
out the confidence they will be there 
now. Early this morning, when they 
would rather be spending their morn-
ings working, mothers and fathers in 
every State woke up to line up at the 
unemployment office in a long line. 
News reports today are that these lines 
are very long today, all over the coun-
try, from Virginia to Nevada to Ken-
tucky. They are long because these 
people are worried about how they are 
going to put food on the table and pay 
the bills. For far too many Americans, 
those benefits were set to expire last 
night. So six times last week, Demo-
crats asked to extend their unemploy-

ment benefits for a short time while we 
work on a longer extension. Six times, 
Republicans said no. They didn’t say 
no to us; that is, Members of the Sen-
ate, they said no to the families in 
their own States and all States who 
count on us to act when we need ac-
tion, who count on us to respond in the 
event of an emergency. This is an 
emergency. 

Republicans in the Senate are stand-
ing between these families and the help 
they need while these benefits expire. 
It might work because under the Sen-
ate rules they can do that, but it cer-
tainly doesn’t work for working fami-
lies whose need to buy groceries does 
not expire. The need to heat your 
homes, put gas in the car, make pay-
ments for furniture you buy, the car 
you bought, your house payment, the 
need to take medicine or support an 
aging parent or to take care of your 
kids, they don’t expire. 

Those opposed to helping our fellow 
citizens at their time of greatest need 
want to talk about process. My Repub-
lican colleagues came to the floor and 
talked about process. They had a right 
to do that. Under the rules, I guess 
that is true. But if you can’t afford to 
feed your kids, process doesn’t mean 
anything to you. 

We often talk about the cost of inac-
tion. It is the reason we insist on cre-
ating jobs and making health care 
more affordable and on strengthening 
national security. When we talk about 
the cost of inaction, it is more than 
just rhetoric; it comes with dire con-
sequences. Americans who woke up 
this morning without the benefits they 
need now know that better than any-
one else. 

The Associated Press runs all over 
the country—a newswire. Among other 
things, this article says this morning: 

Two thousand federal transportation work-
ers will be furloughed without pay [today]. 

The reason we are talking about 
2,000, this doesn’t count the thousands 
and thousands, up to 1 million people 
who are not going to have jobs as a re-
sult of not extending the highway bill. 
That is what we want to do—let these 
people work—because what has hap-
pened is that even the inspectors can’t 
go out and do their jobs, so people are 
just walking away from these jobs. 
Secretary LaHood, the Secretary of 
Transportation—a Republican Con-
gressman until he was appointed—said 
construction workers will be sent home 
from jobsites because Federal inspec-
tors must be furloughed. They named a 
long list of construction sites that will 
be halted: George Washington Parkway 
in Virginia, the Humpback Bridge—I 
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