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staff of the U.S. Congress and the Indo-
nesian Parliament. Our counterparts in 
the Indonesian Parliament have ex-
pressed appreciation for this initiative. 

In conclusion, I am grateful for the 
assistance provided to the U.S. Senate 
by the Southeast Asia LOC office, and 
wanted to take this opportunity to 
openly convey my appreciation. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

REMEMBERING SAM HAMILTON 

∑ Mr. NELSON of Florida. Madam 
President, I speak today to commemo-
rate the life of a true friend of Florida, 
Mr. Sam Hamilton, who passed away 
on Saturday. In September of last year, 
Mr. Hamilton became the Director of 
the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service. That was a fitting position for 
a man who had dedicated 30 years to 
protecting the Nation’s natural re-
sources and wildlife. 

Long before he was Director of Fish 
and Wildlife, Mr. Hamilton was com-
mitted to this country’s wild spaces. 
Just last month, I was fortunate 
enough to attend the groundbreaking 
ceremony for an Everglades restoration 
project called the Picayune Strand, 
and Mr. Hamilton was there. It was a 
proud day for us all, but certainly for a 
man who had worked so long on Ever-
glades issues and knew how much this 
project would benefit the endangered 
Florida panther. On that unusually 
cold morning, he spoke about his expe-
rience in the Youth Conservation Corps 
at 15 years old in Mississippi and how 
that molded his dedication to wildlife 
conservation. Mr. Hamilton started his 
career with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service in Texas. He moved up the 
ranks to become the southeast region’s 
director based in Atlanta. 

During his time in Atlanta, he 
oversaw the Service’s role in restoring 
the Everglades ecosystem. He took the 
Service’s role of advising Federal agen-
cies with regard to the Endangered 
Species Act seriously. He knew the ins 
and outs of the Apalachicola- 
Chatahoochee-Flint River Basin, and 
worked to protect the threatened and 
endangered species that call that sys-
tem home, like the gulf sturgeon and 
the purple bankclimber mussel. 

Mr. Hamilton was an avid fisher and 
hunter, and this gave him perspective 
on how to work with people from dif-
ferent backgrounds towards a common 
goal of conserving America’s wildlife 
and the habitat that sustains it. I know 
that I echo my friends at the Depart-
ment of the Interior like Secretary Ken 
Salazar and the Assistant Secretary for 
Fish and Wildlife and Parks Tom 
Strickland when I say that Mr. Ham-
ilton will be sorely missed and his 
great contributions to my state and 
the country at large will not be forgot-
ten. And to his family: wife Becky, 

sons Sam Jr. and Clay, and grandson 
Davis, you are in our thoughts during 
this difficult time. Thank you for help-
ing your husband, father, and grand-
father to serve this country.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO KATHERINE 
PATERSON 

∑ Mr. SANDERS. Madam President, I 
wish to acknowledge the lifetime work 
and recent achievements of Katherine 
Paterson of Barre, VT. Recently, Ms. 
Paterson was named National Ambas-
sador for Young People’s Literature by 
the Librarian of Congress James H. 
Billington. 

Katherine Paterson’s accomplish-
ments as an author surely merit her 
appointment. She has twice been 
awarded the prestigious Newbery 
Medal, once for ‘‘Bridge to Terabithia’’ 
and a second time for ‘‘Jacob Have I 
Loved.’’ In addition, she won the Na-
tional Book Award, also twice, for 
‘‘The Great Gilly Hopkins’’ and ‘‘The 
Master Puppeteer.’’ Nor are these the 
only major recognitions of her impor-
tance as one of the major writers of our 
time. She has won 19 additional lit-
erary awards for other works, includ-
ing the Hans Christian Andersen 
Medal, the Astrid Lindgren Memorial 
Award and the Governor’s Award for 
Excellence in the Arts, which was 
awarded to her by her home State of 
Vermont. 

Katherine Paterson was named a Liv-
ing Legend by the Library of Congress 
in 2000. 

Her most recent book is ‘‘The Day of 
the Pelican,’’ a moving, dramatic story 
of a refugee family’s flight from war- 
torn Kosovo to America. It is the 2010 
selection for Vermont Reads, a state-
wide reading program. 

Katherine Paterson has long been 
dedicated to promoting literacy among 
young people, which makes her ap-
pointment as National Ambassador for 
Young People’s Literature particularly 
appropriate. She has chosen ‘‘Read for 
Your Life’’ as the theme for her plat-
form for the upcoming 2 years as Na-
tional Ambassador. Throughout her 
tenure, she will be a most articulate 
advocate for the importance of lit-
erature in young people’s lives. 

We in Vermont are proud of Kath-
erine Paterson’s accomplishments as a 
writer. We are proud of her dedication 
to literacy among young readers. And, 
at this moment, we are proud that our 
national library, the Library of Con-
gress, has conferred upon her this new 
honor, and the enlarged task of being 
the Nation’s leading advocate for 
young people’s literature.∑ 
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MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

PROPOSED CONSTITUTION FOR 
THE VIRGIN ISLANDS—PM 47 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
In accordance with the requirements 

of Public Law 94–584 (the ‘‘Act’’), I 
hereby transmit to the Congress a pro-
posed constitution for the United 
States Virgin Islands (USVI). The con-
stitution, drafted by the Fifth Con-
stitutional Convention of the United 
States Virgin Islands, was submitted to 
me on December 31, 2009, by Governor 
John P. deJongh, United States Virgin 
Islands. In submitting the proposed 
constitution, Governor deJongh ex-
pressed his concerns about several pro-
visions of the proposed constitution, 
but he also expressed his hope that the 
people of the United States Virgin Is-
lands continue to ‘‘move ahead towards 
[their] goal of increased local govern-
mental autonomy.’’ 

The Act requires that I submit this 
proposed constitution to the Congress, 
along with my comments. The Con-
gress then has 60 days to amend, mod-
ify, or approve the proposed constitu-
tion. If approved, or approved with 
modification, the constitution will be 
submitted for a referendum in the Vir-
gin Islands for acceptance or rejection 
by the people. 

In carrying out my responsibilities 
pursuant to the Act, I asked the De-
partment of Justice, in consultation 
with the Department of the Interior, to 
provide its views of the proposed con-
stitution. The Department of Justice 
concluded that several features of the 
proposed constitution warrant analysis 
and comment, including: (1) the ab-
sence of an express recognition of 
United States sovereignty and the su-
premacy of Federal law; (2) provisions 
for a special election on the USVI’s ter-
ritorial status; (3) provisions confer-
ring legal advantages on certain groups 
defined by place and timing of birth, 
timing of residency, or ancestry; (4) 
residence requirements for certain of-
fices; (5) provisions guaranteeing legis-
lative representation of certain geo-
graphic areas; (6) provisions addressing 
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