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predecessors rise above partisan poli-
tics and achieve great things. 

This is not how the Senate was in-
tended to function. So let’s prove to 
the world that this is still the greatest 
deliberative body on the planet. Let’s 
reject these tactics and move forward 
together. And let’s, without delay, stop 
the obstruction on this important leg-
islation. 

Madam President, I would like to 
speak on another issue as in morning 
business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. BURRIS. Thank you, Madam 
President. 

f 

HONORING THE ILLINOIS ATH-
LETES OF THE 2010 WINTER 
OLYMPIC GAMES 

Mr. BURRIS. Madam President, we 
live in a world divided. International 
tension, mistrust, and even war too 
often separate nation from nation. But 
every 2 years, thousands of athletes 
from countries all over the world come 
together to celebrate the human spirit. 

They meet in competition, arriving 
on the world stage from all five inhab-
ited continents. Each of these five con-
tinents is represented by a simple, col-
ored circle—a ring intertwined with 
four others to form the familiar symbol 
worn by every Olympic athlete. 

The Olympic Games are a powerful 
force for world unity. And this year, 
for the 21st Winter Olympics, the eyes 
of the world turned to Vancouver, Can-
ada—just across the border we share 
with our good friends to the north. 

As always, the competition was 
fierce in every sport. The greatest ath-
letes in the world tested their skills on 
some of the most challenging courses 
in history. Records were set and bro-
ken. 

The world witnessed many tri-
umphs—such as the success of a young 
Canadian figure skater, only days after 
the sudden loss of her mother. 

We also came together in the face of 
great tragedy, mourning the shocking 
death of a young athlete from the Re-
public of Georgia. 

Such Olympic moments, both trium-
phant and tragic, are blind to region or 
nationality. They remind us of the 
qualities and the limitations we share 
in every field of human endeavor. And 
at every moment, from the opening 
ceremonies until the Olympic flame 
was extinguished, these Winter Games 
served as a testament to all that we 
have in common. In a divided world, 
they served as an affirmation of the 
human spirit, and the value of friend-
ship through sport. 

I am proud to note that the United 
States Olympic team ended these 
games with a total of 37 medals—more 
than any other country, and a new 
record for the most medals won at a 
single Winter Games. 

I would especially like to recognize 
and congratulate the Olympic athletes 
who hail from my home State of Illi-
nois. These young men and women had 
the great honor of representing this 
country on the world stage, and they 
did us proud. In fact, 8 of the 37 total 
U.S. medals were won by Illinoisans. 

From Champaign to Chicago—from 
Wheaton, to Glenview, to Plainfield, to 
Glencoe, to Naperville—these 10 ath-
letes took to the ski slopes, and the ice 
rinks, and the bobsled tracks, and they 
gave it their all. Some came home with 
Olympic gold. Some fell short of the 
finals. But they are all Olympians, and 
they all represented our country—and 
our State—with honor, integrity, and 
sportsmanship. 

So I take great pride in thanking the 
following Illinoisans for their dedica-
tion and hard work at this year’s 
Olympic games: Lana Gehring, Kath-
erine Reutter, Brian Hansen, Nancy 
Swider-Peltz, Jr., Shani Davis, 
Jonathon Kuck, Lisa Chesson, Evan 
Lysacek, James Moriarty, and Ben 
Agosto. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in 
congratulating these 10 Illinoisans, 
along with their teammates, and every 
coach, parent, and supporter who con-
tributed to the success of Team USA. I 
thank them for all they accomplished 
in Vancouver, and wish them nothing 
but continued success in the future. 

There are few international spec-
tacles as singular and as inspiring as 
the Olympic games. A force for unity 
in a world divided, these competitions 
have the power to bring us together as 
one people, celebrating the human spir-
it with one voice. 

Thanks to the world-class athletes 
who took part, from the United States 
and more than 80 countries in every 
corner of the globe, this year’s Winter 
games in Vancouver were no exception. 

I hope that as the world’s athletes re-
turn to their respective countries, and 
as we turn our attention back to the 
challenges we face in our daily lives, 
this Olympic spirit of unity will persist 
until we meet again on the world stage, 
in London, for the 2012 Summer games. 

Congratulations to the Illinoisans 
and all of those who participated from 
the great United States of America in 
these games. 

Madam President, I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent to speak as in 
morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS 
Mrs. SHAHEEN. Madam President, 

last week Senate leadership reached 
agreement on a short-term extension of 
Federal unemployment benefits and 
other critical programs that were set 
to expire. But when we tried to pass 
the bill, sadly, one single Senator ob-
jected. Because of that one Senator and 
his filibuster, Federal unemployment 
benefits and health care subsidies for 
people who have lost their jobs have 
now expired. This Senator also single- 
handedly halted highway projects 
across the country and put workers’ fu-
tures in jeopardy. The obstruction of 
this bill has brought to a standstill 
small business lending programs that 
have been successful at boosting the 
number of SBA-guaranteed loans since 
the Recovery Act was passed. Because 
of the Senator’s actions, physicians 
will see their immediate care reim-
bursements slashed by over 21 percent, 
threatening the health care of too 
many seniors in New Hampshire and 
across this country. 

There may be some people who don’t 
realize the damage caused by these 
lapses, so I am here, as so many people 
have been here on the floor over the 
last several days, to talk about what is 
happening to too many people because 
of this filibuster. 

First, this is about the struggles 
faced by individual workers and their 
families. Right now, with a record 
number of unemployed workers com-
peting for each job, it has become hard-
er than ever for people who lose a job 
to get back to work. Of the 16 million 
Americans who are out of work today, 
nearly 6 million—more than 1 in 3— 
have run through the benefits provided 
by their States. These 6 million people 
are the ones served by Federal unem-
ployment, which is a critical safety net 
that helps families buy gas and gro-
ceries and helps them heat their homes 
and pay their mortgages and their 
rents while they look for the next job. 
Because of the actions of just one 
Member of this body—actions that I be-
lieve are irresponsible—more than 1.2 
million people will get their last check 
during the month of March. 

My office has heard from hundreds of 
constituents in the last week who are 
on the verge of losing their benefits, 
and their stories are heartbreaking. I 
wish to tell my colleagues about just 
one. 

A woman named Linda wrote me. She 
said: 

I’ve been unemployed for the first time in 
my life since August. I will be 60 on March 
14, and I have not been able to find another 
full-time job. I own an older mobile home in 
Epping and don’t have a retirement plan, a 
nest egg, or anything of that nature. The 
prospect of my unemployment benefits going 
away very soon (I may only have two to 
three weeks left) because of one Senator 
digging in his heels makes me feel sick. 
Please, please do everything you can to get 
an extension for unemployment benefits 
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