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Mrs. BOXER. Madam President, as I 

stand here today, it would be pretty 
easy to solve this problem. Senator 
BUNNING needs to stand down. He just 
needs to stand down. He made his 
point. He argues that we should pay for 
emergency funding. I voted for pay-go, 
but we do have a clause that says if it 
is a real emergency, we do not have to 
pay for it. 

The reason that is important is if we 
do what Senator BUNNING wants and we 
extend this jobless help and we extend 
the highway trust fund and, on the 
other hand, we cut the economic recov-
ery moneys which are all obligated and 
on which work is about to start, we are 
not doing anything for the country. 

Let’s do this right. Many of us who 
are standing here saw terrible deficit 
and debt problems during the Clinton 
years. You know what we did? We fixed 
it. We had room for emergencies. But 
we fixed it by going to pay-go. When 
there were emergencies, we stepped 
back. 

I think it is fair to note that Senator 
BUNNING is very agitated about the fact 
that we would extend jobless benefits 
without cutting spending in job cre-
ation. Yet when it was time for him to 
vote for tax breaks for the wealthiest 
people who earn over $1 million, he 
could care less that it was put on Uncle 
Sam’s credit card. When it was time to 
pay for the war in Iraq, oh, put it on 
the credit card of the country. But all 
of a sudden, it is help to our families 
who need it so desperately and we are 
going to have to cut other programs 
that are providing jobs. It does not 
make sense. It is not fair, and it is not 
consistent. 

I renew my request that I have made 
twice now to Senator BUNNING. I ask 
unanimous consent to have printed in 
the RECORD my letters to him. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

U.S. SENATE, 
Washington, DC, February 26, 2010. 

Hon. JIM BUNNING, 
U.S. Senator, Hart Senate Office Building, 

Washington, DC. 
DEAR SENATOR BUNNING: On behalf of the 

201,000 Californians who will see their unem-
ployment insurance benefits expire in the 
month of March unless we act to renew 
them, I ask that you stand down imme-
diately. 

As you know, if you do not relent, these 
benefits will expire on Sunday. Unemploy-
ment insurance is a lifeline to the long-term 
unemployed whose families have been hit 
very hard by this recession. 

Thank you for your immediate attention. 
Sincerely, 

BARBARA BOXER. 

U.S. SENATE, COMMITTEE ON ENVI-
RONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS, 

Washington, DC, March 1, 2010. 
Sen. JIM BUNNING, 
Hart Senate Office Building, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SENATOR BUNNING: I want to make 
sure you are aware that as a result of your 

objections to a short-term extension of un-
employment insurance, COBRA, and other 
help for people who have lost their jobs, not 
only are 1 million people—including 201,000 
Californians—losing their unemployment 
benefits but the Department of Transpor-
tation has now furloughed without pay near-
ly 2,000 workers. 

This is completely unacceptable. It is hurt-
ing people in your state, in my state and all 
across the country. 

As a consequence of the furloughs, federal 
inspectors will be removed from critical con-
struction projects across the nation, and 
work is already shutting down. I am attach-
ing the Department of Transportation’s list 
of some of the affected projects. which in-
cludes critical construction work in 17 
states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico 
and the U.S. Virgin Islands. 

We can’t have an economic recovery if peo-
ple can’t make ends meet and if transpor-
tation projects grind to a halt. I am writing 
to you as Chairman of the Environment and 
Public Works Committee to ask you to stop 
this gamesmanship and remove your objec-
tion to the extension of the transportation 
authorization and unemployment benefits. 

Sincerely, 
BARBARA BOXER. 

Mrs. BOXER. Madam President, I 
wrote to him on February 26 ‘‘On be-
half of the 201,000 Californians who will 
see their unemployment insurance ben-
efits expire’’ and telling him that the 
benefits will expire on Sunday, which 
was 2 days ago; that unemployment in-
surance is a lifeline to the long-term 
unemployed whose families have been 
hit hard by this recession. I thanked 
him for his immediate attention, and I 
hope he did, in fact, read this letter. 
And I hope he read my letter of March 
1. 

I wrote to him as chairman of the 
Environment and Public Works Com-
mittee. I wanted to make sure he knew 
that he also objected to reauthorizing 
the highway trust fund expenditures, 
and that means the Department of 
Transportation is starting to lay off 
people. They laid off inspectors, fur-
loughed them. They will go back to 
work when we fix this mess. But what 
a mess. 

Do you know what it is to shut down 
construction jobs midway? By the way, 
these are private sector employers, pri-
vate sector workers who are doing this 
work. It is unacceptable. I told him, 
‘‘It is hurting people in your State, in 
my State and all across the country.’’ 
These Federal inspectors will be re-
moved from critical projects across the 
Nation. Work is shutting down. I at-
tached the Department of Transpor-
tation’s list of the affected projects. I 
said: 

We can’t have an economic recovery if peo-
ple can’t make ends meet and if transpor-
tation projects grind to a halt. 

We all know the housing sector is so 
weak. That construction is not going 
well. We need to construct the infra-
structure of this Nation. These are not 
make-work projects. These are projects 
fixing bridges and highways and mak-
ing sure our roads are safe. I asked him 

to stop his gamesmanship and remove 
his objection to the extension of the 
transportation authorization and the 
unemployment benefits. 

As I said today, I add to that the ex-
tension of the funding for our physi-
cians who are relying on us not to 
allow a 21-percent cut for Medicare to 
go into place. The fact that we do not 
have a lot of leadership down here says 
to me they are working on this now. It 
says to me they are reaching out to 
Senator BUNNING and my Republican 
colleagues to see if they will stand 
down. 

I want to say I hope he does. These 
are real people. These are real people 
who are suffering. There is no need for 
them to suffer. We are not going to 
turn our backs on the long-term job-
less. We are not going to turn our 
backs at all. This is just political ma-
neuvering which is making life very 
difficult for people whose lives have 
been pretty much shattered if they are 
long term unemployed and looking for 
work and trying desperately to get it. 

Hopefully, Senator BUNNING will back 
down, and my Republican friends will 
agree that we can move forward. If 
they want a vote on Senator BUNNING’s 
plan to cut economic recovery funds 
that have already been obligated to put 
people to work to pay for an emer-
gency, I am willing to take that vote 
any day of the week. 

I hope to be back later and have some 
comments. I hope those comments are: 
Good, we got past this crisis. But at 
the moment, it is 4 o’clock in the after-
noon, and we are not through it yet. I 
am hopeful that maybe later we will 
get through this and extend these vital 
programs to the people who need them. 

I am going to close. I thank the peo-
ple who have worked so hard with me 
on getting this highway reauthoriza-
tion done. It is Republicans and Demo-
crats. It is the Chamber of Commerce. 
It is AASHTO. It is the general con-
tractors. It is the construction unions. 
This is an amazing team of people. It is 
the AAA. It is the car riders associa-
tions. It is everyone—Republicans, 
Democrats, Independents. They want 
an end to these games. I hope today we 
will see the end. If we do not, then we 
are going to have a long, long night 
ahead of us to make the point that it is 
wrong for one Senator to stop our peo-
ple, our American people from getting 
the help they deserve, from getting the 
jobs they deserve to have in the high-
way fund and the help they need while 
they are looking for work. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Michigan. 
f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that there now be a 
period for the transaction of morning 
business, with Senators permitted to 
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speak therein for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
KAUFMAN). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

f 

EXTENSION OF BENEFITS 

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, be-
fore my friend from California leaves 
the floor, I first thank the Senator 
from California for her leadership in 
bringing together a bipartisan effort to 
create jobs and for coming to the floor 
to speak about one of the important 
elements that is being held up right 
now by Senator BUNNING and other Re-
publicans who have come to the floor 
in support of his efforts. 

I thank Senator BOXER for her lead-
ership and her ability to bring people 
together to get things done and to 
speak to the fact that this is about jobs 
and we have a sense of urgency about 
what needs to happen going forward. 

I wish to speak to that sense of ur-
gency and speak first about what is 
happening for real people. Then I want 
to talk a little bit about the process as 
well, how could we be here, because 
people are looking and saying: How can 
one person or a group of people or the 
minority continue to hold up our abil-
ity to solve problems? That is a very 
good point that we need to talk about. 

First, I want to share some com-
ments from a distraught woman from 
Grand Rapids who called my office a 
little bit ago in tears because her un-
employment benefits had expired. This 
has been her only source of income for 
over a year now. She has about 2 
months left in savings before she loses 
her home. First she loses her job, and 
now she is about to lose her home. My 
guess is she has been struggling with 
health care as well. 

She kept repeating: I was a produc-
tive member of society, but now I have 
nothing. She spoke about doing various 
temporary jobs since losing her full- 
time job as an administrative assistant 
back in 2007, having 18 years of work 
experience and she still has not quali-
fied for a new job. Her search con-
tinues. She was pleading for the Senate 
to pass an unemployment extension be-
fore she loses her home. 

In Michigan and all across this coun-
try, this is not a game. This is real. 
People are in a position today where 
they do not know if they are going to 
be able to keep their home, if they are 
going to be able to put food on the 
table at the end of the week, next week 
or be able to pay their rent or be able 
to keep the heat on. With the small 
amount of money that comes in from 
unemployment—an average about $300 
a week—that right now is the dif-
ference between whether people are on 
the street, in the cold with their fami-
lies, or whether they have a roof over 
their head. That is the reality of what 
is happening for people in this coun-

try—not people who are lazy, not peo-
ple who do not want to work but people 
who have found themselves caught in 
this huge economic tsunami that has 
hit our country. 

We have over 15 million people cur-
rently receiving unemployment bene-
fits who want to work, who are looking 
for work, who, on average, find there 
are six people looking for work for 
every job available. Just watch what 
happens when you announce there are 
50 jobs or 100 jobs or maybe even 2 jobs 
available in a community. People line 
up around the block because they want 
to work. People are going back to 
school to gain different kinds of skills 
to fit in the new economy. They are 
doing everything they can, piecing it 
together with part-time work, two 
jobs, three jobs, trying to hold it to-
gether. 

We also have people who are one pay-
check away from being in the very 
same situation, who are holding their 
breath, who are holding back on the 
spending they would normally do that 
would generate economic activity in 
the economy because they do not know 
what is going to happen. 

This is critical to families; people 
today who have done nothing but play 
by the rules, such as the woman who 
called my office, want to know when is 
their government going to be there for 
them. 

Somehow, as has been said before, 
the Senator from Kentucky did not 
manage to make it to the floor when 1 
percent of the public, the wealthiest in 
America, were getting huge tax cuts. 
He didn’t manage to make it to the 
floor when we were talking about Wall 
Street and bailouts. But somehow he 
can come to the floor and hold up the 
ability for people who are unemployed 
to get some temporary help and put 
the entire weight of the Federal deficit 
on the backs of people who are out of 
work, who lost their breadwinner in 
their home. That is stunning to me, ab-
solutely stunning to me. Whose side 
are we on here? What is this about if it 
is not to make sure that when disaster 
hits, we are willing to step up on behalf 
of American families and support them 
and do something about it? 

Our colleague has said we should not 
add to the deficit; while other things 
have certainly added to the deficit, we 
should make sure this is paid for. 

We are the party that balanced the 
budget in the nineties. We do not need 
a lecture from people about solving 
deficits. We are the ones who created 
the balanced budget and surpluses that 
then went right out the window in the 
last 8 years under the previous admin-
istration. We do not need lectures on 
how to deal with deficits. But we also 
know when there is a disaster, whether 
it is a flood, a hurricane, or another 
kind of disaster, and the reality is that 
people in this country have been hit by 
a disaster. So it is appropriate to treat 

this as a disaster with disaster funding. 
I don’t know what a disaster is if the 
more than 15 million people we know 
about right now, not counting the 
other 10 million or 15 million people 
who aren’t being counted, is not a dis-
aster. 

I wish to talk for a moment about 
the process because we find ourselves 
in a situation where we have seen an 
abuse of the democratic process over 
and over here in the Senate by our mi-
nority party colleagues. 

We have been brought to a point 
where now one person, although sup-
ported by others on the Republican 
side, has come to the floor and is ob-
jecting and putting us in a situation 
where we are going to have to either 
shut down the work of the Senate for a 
week to vote to override or to do some-
thing else. This has put us in a situa-
tion where people are being hurt be-
cause of partisan games. 

The leader has come to the floor and 
said: If you have a concern, you should 
offer an amendment. We should debate 
that amendment. You can have an up- 
or-down vote on that amendment. That 
is the democratic process. And then we 
will vote. 

Up until this point, the Senator has 
said no because he doesn’t know if he 
will win that vote. Well, we don’t know 
at any given time when we offer an 
amendment whether we will win. When 
you run for an election, you don’t know 
if you will win. This is a democratic 
process. 

So I challenge our colleagues to stop 
blocking democracy, to stop blocking 
the democratic process and just vote. 
Just vote. Majority vote. That is what 
the Founders created, a process for the 
majority to govern, with spirited de-
bate—spirited debate—and up-or-down 
votes. Don’t block democracy. That is 
exactly what is happening right now. It 
is time to vote. It is time to get things 
done. It is time to show the American 
people that we get what is going on in 
their lives. Let’s just vote. 

What has happened in the last couple 
of years? We have seen a process that 
in 1919 and 1920 was used two times in 
2 years—two times in 2 years. Even in 
the first Senate, it was used zero times. 
We have seen a process that in the last 
number of years has gotten to a point 
where in the last Congress the process 
of blocking and obstructing—the fili-
buster—was used 139 times by our Re-
publican colleagues, and that was the 
most ever. Look at that. It doubled any 
other time in the history of the coun-
try. Well, they are going to double it 
again. As of today, we have a situation 
where we have seen the party of no fili-
buster 118 times, and we are barely 
through 1 year of a 2-year cycle. So we 
are on the road to see it doubled and 
create a time of amazing historic ob-
struction we have never seen before. 
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