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SENATE—Wednesday, March 10, 2010 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable TOM 
UDALL, a Senator from the State of 
New Mexico. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Most Merciful God, who is the foun-

tain of all grace, the source of all good-
ness, and in whose keeping are the des-
tinies of nations, endue the minds of 
our lawmakers with wisdom. Set their 
feet with a steadfast purpose to fulfill 
Your will, day by day, by faithful labor 
and selfless service. In spite of dis-
appointments and disillusionment, lead 
them to pursue peace and to aim for 
holiness. May they walk on the high 
level of noble purpose, with sympathies 
as wide as human needs. Lord, inspire 
them to put You first in their lives and 
to make an unreserved commitment 
that enables them to rivet their atten-
tion on You. 

We pray in Your great Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable TOM UDALL led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, March 10, 2010. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable TOM UDALL, a Senator 
from the State of New Mexico, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico thereupon 
assumed the chair as Acting President 
pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 

leader remarks, the Senate will turn to 
a period of morning business until 2 
p.m. this afternoon. Senators during 
this time will be allowed to speak for 
up to 10 minutes each. The majority 
will control the first 30 minutes. The 
Republicans will control the next 30 
minutes. At 2 p.m., the Senate will re-
sume consideration of H.R. 4213, the 
tax extenders legislation. Under an 
agreement reached last night, all 
postcloture debate time will be yielded 
back and the substitute amendment 
will be agreed to. The Senate will then 
proceed to a cloture vote on the under-
lying bill. If cloture is invoked, all 
postcloture debate time will be yielded 
back and the Senate will then proceed 
to vote on passage of the bill, as 
amended. 

We will continue to work on an 
agreement to begin consideration of 
the Federal Aviation Administration 
reauthorization bill today. 

f 

MEASURE PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—S. 3092 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, the bill, S. 
3092, is at the desk. I understand it is 
due for a second reading. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the bill by 
title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (S. 3092) to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
5070 Vegas Valley Drive in Las Vegas, Ne-
vada, as the ‘‘Joseph A. Ryan Post Office 
Building.’’ 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I object to 
any further proceedings with respect to 
this bill. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection is heard. 

The bill will be placed on the cal-
endar. 

Mr. REID. Will the Chair now an-
nounce morning business. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there 
will be a period of morning business 
until 2 p.m., with Senators permitted 
to speak for up to 10 minutes each, 
with the majority controlling the first 
30 minutes and the Republicans con-
trolling the next 30 minutes. 

Mr. REID. I suggest the absence of a 
quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

HEALTH CARE 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, there 
have been a lot of issues brought up on 
the floor of the Senate recently, and 
two that seem to be front and center 
are the health care reform bill and 
questions related to our national debt 
and the annual deficits we run into. 

I have listened as many on the other 
side of the aisle have come to the floor 
and argued to do two things: first, kill 
the health care reform bill, and second, 
reduce our Nation’s debt. Unfortu-
nately, that is a mixed message, an in-
consistent message, and it is one that 
really defies logic. We know the in-
creasing cost of health care is adding 
to the expenses of the Federal Govern-
ment, State governments, and local 
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