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this money was going to be defrauded. 
I congratulate my colleague because 
some of the steps he is talking about in 
his amendment will actually lessen 
that, hopefully. I agree with him. 

It is exciting for me to see a bipar-
tisan attempt to start bringing teeth 
into the laws we pass, not toward the 
American public but toward the agen-
cies that administer the funds. 

I congratulate him. I think he has a 
good amendment. I think we will have 
a great vote on it. 

f 

TAX EXTENDERS 
Mr. COBURN. Mr. President, I wish 

to spend time talking about the bill we 
are considering. 

Yesterday afternoon, I had the great 
fortune—my daughter was performing 
in Florida and was driving back to New 
York. I got to see my 7-month-old 
granddaughter. Anybody who is a 
grandparent knows what it is like to 
see your grandchildren. There is noth-
ing wrong with it and everything right 
with it. You get a picture and see in 
your grandchildren aspects of your 
children. It draws back memories. 

But I was struck by that encounter 
with my daughter and granddaughter 
and, by the way, her dog. What are our 
hopes and dreams about? What are the 
hopes and dreams we have for our chil-
dren and our grandchildren? Our hopes 
and dreams are that they will have 
great opportunity to flower and blos-
som in a way that they can take ad-
vantage of their God-given talents and 
their hard work and become a success 
in their life’s endeavors. And then you 
contrast that with the heritage of our 
Nation—a heritage which is about sac-
rifice—where one generation makes 
hard choices, makes difficult decisions, 
where they sacrifice their own benefits 
from their own endeavors to create op-
portunity so that the next generation 
of Americans can have that oppor-
tunity to fulfill and expand their 
heart’s desires. 

We heard the Senator from Utah 
today talk about where the problems 
were with our Nation, and he talked 
about where all the gold was in terms 
of fixing what is wrong. I would have to 
say I disagree with him. When I look at 
the U.S. Constitution, and then I look 
at all the government programs the 
Federal Government has fostered, 
passed, and funds, I see a black-and- 
white slate. I see on the one hand the 
very limited intent of our Founders, 
which was spelled out very clearly in 
Article I, Section 8 of the enumerated 
powers—here are the powers you are to 
have. We are designing this to be a lim-
ited Federal Government and we are 
going to reserve everything else to the 
people and the States through the 
tenth amendment. Those words are ac-
tually in there. What is not spelled out 
for the U.S. Federal Government is ex-
plicitly reserved for the people and 
their States. 

So when we consider the mess we are 
in—the fact we had a $1.56 trillion def-
icit last year, that 43 cents of every 
dollar we spent we borrowed from our 
grandchildren, that this year it will be 
$1.8 trillion, that over the next 9 years 
we will spend $10 trillion we don’t 
have—and I would put forward most of 
it on things we don’t need—look at it 
in the light of what our constitutional 
charge is. 

I have made this statement from the 
floor several times. The oath we take— 
when I was sworn in, in January of 
2005—is to uphold the Constitution. 
The Constitution is our guideline, our 
direction for what our responsibility is 
and what should be left to the States. 
So I agree with my colleague that un-
less we reform entitlements, we are 
going to have a difficult time solving 
our problems, but there is another an-
swer. Actually, there are two other an-
swers. 

One of the other answers is to go 
through with a fine-tooth comb and 
look at every Federal Government pro-
gram and ask: Is it a legitimate respon-
sibility of the Federal Government? 
And if it is, is it a program we need? 

You know, in 2 weeks time, my staff 
found 640 duplicative programs in the 
Federal Government, across all agen-
cies, that all do the same thing—105 
programs to encourage students to go 
into technology, math, engineering, 
and science. There are 105 different pro-
grams. So as we look at comparing 
what is our obligation and what is our 
charge under the Constitution with 
what is happening, all of a sudden a 
wide world opens up of monies we don’t 
have to spend, that aren’t absolutely 
necessary, that aren’t absolutely a pri-
ority, that we shouldn’t be spending 
money on in a time when we are bor-
rowing and stealing the future of my 
little granddaughter Katie Rose, and 
everybody else’s granddaughter. 

Why would we not demand that we do 
the hard work of going through what is 
truly our obligation and eliminating 
what is not, and eliminating the mul-
titude of duplications that the Federal 
Government has? Why shouldn’t we put 
ourselves to the same test every other 
family in America is put to. Once you 
have maxed out your credit card, once 
you have passed your limits, they do 
not continue to extend you money. Un-
fortunately, what they do is jack up 
your interest rate. Well, guess what is 
getting ready to happen to us. We do 
not have an unlimited credit card. 
What is going to happen to us over the 
next few years? We are seeing 30-year 
bond obligations today going for a 
higher percentage than what they have 
ever gone for in the last 4 or 5 years, 
and we are going to see that trend con-
tinue. Out of the $10 trillion we are 
going to spend—money we don’t have— 
in the next 9 years, $5.6 trillion of that 
is to pay interest on the national debt. 
So we are going to find ourselves in the 

same predicament as that person who 
has maxed out their credit card who is 
now paying interest on the interest in-
stead of paying off the debt. 

I said there were two ways of looking 
at this. The second is to go through the 
Federal Government and eliminate the 
waste, fraud, abuse, and duplication. 
One is to eliminate where we don’t 
truly have a responsibility or author-
ity for what we are doing under the 
Constitution, but the second is we have 
identified $350 billion a year of waste, 
fraud, and duplication in the Federal 
Government. We have done that over a 
period of hearings over the past 4 
years. One amendment out of about 800 
I have offered over the last 5 years has 
been accepted to eliminate some-
thing—just one. They have all other-
wise been voted down. And they have 
been voted down because Members of 
this body refuse to make the hard 
choices about priorities, because they 
think we don’t have to. 

Well, the gig is up. There is a real 
rumble among the American people. 
There is a rumble in America about 
holding us accountable for the future 
of this country, which means no longer 
ignoring the hard choices, no longer 
adding to the credit card. I say all that 
to talk about the bill that is before us. 
We have a bill before us that is called 
the tax extenders bill. But that is not 
what it is. It is the debt extender bill. 
Because this bill, in light of all the 
speeches we will hear in this body, and 
all of the excuses and all the press re-
leases that are going to be released, is 
going to add $104 billion to our chil-
dren’s credit card. 

Yesterday this body voted to go for-
ward with that. They voted to not 
make the hard choices, not offset the 
spending. If these are priority items 
that we should be doing in this bill, 
then why aren’t we going after some of 
the waste, fraud, and abuse in the Fed-
eral Government and getting rid of it? 
There is $104 billion over the next 10 
years, with this one bill alone, that we 
are going to add to the debt, and that 
comes down to $10.4 billion a year. We 
have $350 billion worth of waste. Yet 
we refuse to go into that $350 billion 
worth of waste, fraud, and duplication, 
and eliminate anything to pay for this. 
Instead, we are going to steal that op-
portunity, we are going to steal that 
future, we are going to put a blight on 
the blossom of opportunity for our 
children and grandchildren. I beg 
America to hold us accountable; to not 
accept business as usual anymore. 

When you get down to it and start 
talking about what this means—when 
you take the $104 billion and divide it 
by the 300 million people in this coun-
try and then multiply it by the average 
family size—what you get is $1,282 per 
family that this bill will add. So if in 
fact you go to sleep the day after to-
morrow, when this bill has passed the 
Senate, when 60 Senators vote for it 
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and we go on and do this—35 or 36 will 
vote against it, but 64 or 65 will vote 
for it—when you put your head on your 
pillow at night, you can thank them 
for jeopardizing the future of your chil-
dren. And not because what they want 
to do in the bill is necessarily wrong, 
but because they lacked the courage to 
stand up and make the hard choices 
that are required in times of distress in 
our country. 

If you study our history, our greatest 
leaders exhibited courage in the face of 
adversity. They pulled us through by 
making hard choices, not running away 
from the hard choices. We had a lot of 
people who were critical of Senator 
BUNNING because he raised the issue on 
a $12 billion jobs bill—that isn’t going 
to do anything—and said we ought to 
pay for it. We voted him down. We said 
no. But you know what, as I read the 
American public, about 80 percent of 
them said we should have paid for it. 
We should have done that. And those 
people who were most critical of Sen-
ator BUNNING on the floor are the peo-
ple who have hardly ever voted against 
any spending bill in their entire career 
in the Senate. They honestly believe it 
is okay to mortgage the future of our 
children to benefit their own political 
careers. 

So what we have developing in the 
Senate isn’t partisanship, it is policy 
differences that will make the dif-
ference for this country. And if the 
ne’er-do-wells of doing it the same old 
way win, our children won’t have a fu-
ture. What they will have is a debt bur-
den they will never get out of. 

We hear speeches, as we did from the 
Senator from Utah, that tend to push 
us, and we think, well, we have to fig-
ure out how we can fix Medicare and 
Social Security. Well, how do we fix 
Medicare and Social Security? We have 
to delay retirement, lessen benefits, 
eliminate fraud in Medicare, and delay 
eligibility. Those are the only answers. 
Or we have to raise taxes. 

But how do you raise taxes on the 
American people when you know you 
are spending $350 billion a year that is 
wasted? How do you, in good con-
science, even consider that? I am not 
against having a tax increase when and 
if we have done everything we can do 
to get this government efficient and 
eliminated what is not our role and 
gotten rid of the fraud, waste, and du-
plication. And most of America 
wouldn’t be against that either. But 
right now they do not trust us. And for 
good reason they don’t trust this body. 
Because we are not shooting straight 
with them. We are not telling them 
that we are going to add $1,282 to their 
kids’ debt. 

When you take this number—this 347 
figure, and you look at kids 25 years 
and younger, and you take that out 20 
years, here is what you find: Not only 
are they going to be responsible for the 
debt we have today, but the $78 trillion 

worth of unfunded liabilities for Medi-
care, Medicaid, Social Security, and all 
the other trust funds, including Fed-
eral employees’ retirement, which adds 
up to $1.3 million for every person in 
this country under 25, ask yourself: 
How in the world will they ever own a 
home or send their kids to college if in 
fact they are having to support $60,000 
a year in interest on a debt they didn’t 
create? 

The promise of America was freedom. 
Debt is a hard taskmaster. But it is 
doubly hard when it wasn’t your debt 
but that of your parents and your 
grandparents, yet you are tasked with 
changing your lifestyle, your opportu-
nities, your hope and vision for your 
children because this generation didn’t 
have the courage to stand up and say: 
Enough is enough. 

When will it ever be enough—when 
we can’t sell our bonds? When will it 
ever be okay to offend those who are on 
the dole and who don’t deserve to be on 
the dole? When will it be okay to elimi-
nate the waste in the Federal Govern-
ment, if not at a time we are going to 
have a $1.8 trillion deficit; if not at a 
time when $50 billion is going to be de-
frauded out of the stimulus program? 
When will we ever do it? 

We have never been in the financial 
situation our country is in today— 
never before in our history. 

Our whole foreign policy is now being 
affected and impacted because of our 
debt. We have to keep an ear toward 
China as we conduct our foreign policy, 
in the fear that they may dump our 
bonds. Why would we put ourselves in 
that position when we do not have to? 
Because there is no spine in the Sen-
ate. There is no spine in the Congress. 
There is no spine to go out and say: 
Yes, I made the hard choices. You may 
not like it, but your children deserve 
that we make hard choices and dif-
ficult decisions. If I am not here, it is 
OK, I did the right thing. I secured our 
future. I will be able to sleep at night, 
knowing I was not a part of taking and 
stealing that blossom of potential from 
our children and grandchildren. 

I will finish by asking a question of 
the American people. Is it right that 
you have to make choices within a fi-
nite budget, yet your elected leader-
ship in Washington does not? Is it fair 
for you to have to sacrifice to create a 
future for your children, when we are 
destroying that future in Washington? 

It is a time for Americans who have 
never been involved in the political 
arena, in our Nation, to get involved 
because the future of your children and 
your children’s children depends on it. 
We have a very short window within 
which to recapture the economic ren-
aissance in our country, and it is less 
than 4 years. If you look at what we 
are coming to in terms of debt-to-GDP 
ratio and in terms of the size of the 
government to the size of the GDP, we 
will be on an irreversible course that 

will eliminate American exception-
alism forever because the thing that 
made us free and kept us free was a 
fairly limited Federal Government. 
What we have in front of us is an at-
tempt not to get it back down to a size 
that is manageable and within the in-
tent of our Founders’ vision and the 
American people’s expectation; we 
have an intent to grow. The discre-
tionary budget of the Federal Govern-
ment, on the rate that has been passed 
by this body the last 2 years alone, not 
counting the stimulus, will cause the 
Federal Government to double in size 
in 5 years. We are 40 percent bigger 
than we were 2 years ago; actually, it 
is 38.6 percent bigger. We hear the aver-
age Federal employee now makes 
$72,000 and the average private em-
ployee now makes $40,000. We have 
added 170,000 new jobs in the govern-
ment in the last 7 months, while we 
have lost three times that in the pri-
vate sector. Things are out of whack. 
The only way they are going to change 
is if the American public demands it to 
be changed. 

I will go back. This is not a tax ex-
tenders bill. This is a debt extension 
bill. We are going to extend another 
$104 billion of debt across the threshold 
of opportunity for our children and 
grandchildren. I am not going to be a 
part of that. I am not going to be 
complicit in it. If that is not satisfac-
tory to the people of Oklahoma, I am 
fine with that. I am ready to make the 
hard choices to make us a lean mean 
fighting machine again as an economy, 
a lean mean fighting machine as far as 
opportunity. The way to do that is to 
downsize the Federal Government, put 
it back within the role of its intended 
purposes, and return to the States both 
the money and the authority to handle 
what is rightfully theirs in the first 
place. 

The second thing that is important is 
to get rid of the $350 billion worth of 
waste, fraud, abuse, and duplication 
that occurs every year that we do noth-
ing about. We do nothing about it. We 
send out press releases, but when it 
comes time to vote to make a hard 
choice, we do not do it. We refuse to do 
it. We refuse to offend those who are 
well connected and well heeled, while 
we send our country into the trash 
heap of history through financial col-
lapse. 

My hope is, my colleagues will stand 
and say we are not going to pass this 
debt extender bill until you pay for it, 
until you make the hard choices about 
what is waste, what is duplication, 
what is fraud, and get rid of some of 
that to pay, if these are truly priority 
items. 

You see, if they are truly priority, if 
America truly needs them, then there 
has to be something that is a lower pri-
ority that we can take away. But we do 
not have that kind of thought in the 
Senate because we just keep putting 
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the credit card into the machine. 
Thank you, China. It is not going to be 
too long before we are saying: May we 
please, China. May we please. May we. 

Watch what is happening to Greece. 
Look at the articles on Ireland today, 
the hard choices they had to make to 
get themselves out of trouble. But they 
are doing it. We are ignoring it in this 
body, and we are going to pass another 
$104 billion along to our children and 
grandchildren. 

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
HAGAN.) Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

HONORING THE WASPS 

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Madam President, 
we just had a beautiful, really incred-
ible Congressional Gold Medal cere-
mony honoring the Women Airforce 
Service Pilots known as the WASP. It 
was the largest audience to have ever 
attended a Congressional Gold Medal 
ceremony or any ceremony in the Cap-
itol because we have now the wonderful 
new Capitol Visitors Center that allows 
us to accommodate very large cere-
monies. 

This one had over 2,000 family mem-
bers of the Women Airforce Service Pi-
lots who were honored by Congress. I 
thought it was worth also including 
comments in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD to be sure the American people 
know that today was, in fact, a wonder-
ful day in which we honored women 
who did so much in World War II. They 
did not get the recognition they de-
served at the time but they received 
those accolades today when they were 
recognized with the highest honor that 
Congress can give. 

I would like to read the speech I gave 
at the ceremony, and also just embel-
lish a little bit about the WASP. 

I wrote a book called ‘‘American Her-
oines: The Spirited Women Who 
Shaped Our Country.’’ In that book 
each chapter focused on specific areas 
in which women trailblazers had done 
so much to open doors for the future 
women leaders in our country. One of 
those chapters focused on those who 
blazed new trails in aviation. 

The pioneers I profiled were Amelia 
Earhart and also Jackie Cochran. Jac-
queline Cochran was a true pioneer, as 
was Amelia Earhart. They were 
contemporaries—actually, Amelia 
achieved her fame just a little bit be-
fore Jacqueline Cochran. But Jac-
queline Cochran went on to become the 
first woman to break the sound barrier 
in an aircraft. She was a protégé of 

Chuck Yeager who, of course, we know 
was the first to break the sound barrier 
in a jet aircraft. He was a test pilot and 
a fabulous aviator who I saw recently 
in Dallas and understand he still en-
joys flying. 

For everyone who knows anything 
about aviation, Chuck Yeager is an 
icon. He took Jacqueline Cochran 
under his wing and helped her, and she 
went on to become the first woman to 
break the sound barrier. She also was 
the woman who conceived of the 
Women Airforce Service Pilots and was 
the leader during World War II of this 
incredible group of women. 

I wish to read the remarks I made be-
cause they tell much of the story of the 
WASP and Jacqueline Cochran’s lead-
ership. 

As we celebrate Women’s History Month, 
this is the perfect time for us to gather to 
honor the Women Air Force Service Pilots. 
They were not in the Air Force at the time, 
but they were called the WASP. We are pre-
senting them the Congressional Gold Medal 
during Women’s History Month because 
these women truly made history. America’s 
first women to fly military aircraft, they 
blazed a trail in the sky that opened the door 
for today’s women military pilots. By the 
time the war ended, 1,074 women had earned 
their wings at Avenger Field in Sweetwater, 
Texas. Thirty-eight of those women were 
killed in the line of duty. Throughout the 
war, these courageous women flew over 60 
million miles around the world, in every 
type of aircraft flown by male pilots. They 
were never commissioned, were never af-
forded Active-Duty military status, and were 
not granted veterans status until 1977, 30 
years after they had served. 

All these women volunteered to serve their 
country in wartime. The reason the organi-
zation was formed was the every available 
male pilot was needed to fly combat mis-
sions. So, for the first time, women were re-
cruited to fly non-combat missions. They 
ferried new aircraft from the factory to the 
coast and delivered the aircraft for shipment 
overseas. Some flew airplanes that towed 
targets so that male gunners could practice 
shooting with live ammunition and others 
even trained male pilots. They did all the 
things someone in the Air Force would do 
today except fly combat missions. That is 
why Jacqueline Cochran convinced the Army 
Air Corps of that their recruitment was a ne-
cessity. Women were eager to serve the war 
effort. That was why the Women’s Army 
Corps, the WAC, was created. They too con-
tributed to the war effort. The WAC was 
headed by Oveta Culp Hobby, a wonderful 
woman who later became a member of Presi-
dent Eisenhower’s Cabinet. 

Women volunteered by the thousands dur-
ing World War II. The WASP volunteers paid 
their own way to Texas for training. Just be-
fore the war ended, the program ended, and 
the WASP paid their own way back home. 
The 38 courageous women who died as a re-
sult of their service in the WASP received no 
military honors and the expense of their bur-
ials was borne by their families or through 
contributions from their fellow WASP. Their 
families even had to pay to have their bodies 
transported home for burial. They were not 
even accorded the honor of having a flag on 
their caskets because they were not consid-
ered to be in the military. 

I wrote about the WASP in my book, 
‘‘American Heroines: The Spirited Women 

who Shaped our Country.’’ These women 
surely did. Despite their patriotic and his-
toric impact, the WASP were never formally 
recognized by Congress for their wartime 
military service—until today. Both Houses 
of Congress, the Senate and the House of 
Representatives, passed a resolution to 
present the Congressional Gold Medal. It was 
unanimous on both sides of the aisle. It is 
the highest award given by Congress. We 
honor their service, the history they made, 
and the history they made possible for other 
women to make as a result of their coura-
geous service. 

Today, we right a wrong and acknowledge 
our debt to these great patriots, women who 
are so worthy of this award and this recogni-
tion. 

I recognized Tom Brokaw during the 
ceremony. Tom was on the stage with 
us at the ceremony. Of course, Tom 
wrote the book ‘‘The Greatest Genera-
tion’’ that raised the awareness in 
America about the incredible contribu-
tion of the veterans who served in 
World War II—primarily of course, the 
combat veterans who served in World 
War II. He chronicled those because 
they served so valiantly in horrendous 
circumstances. They came home, never 
talked about it, didn’t talk about their 
experiences to their wives or their 
friends or their children. Most went 
back to life as normal and considered 
that they had done their duty and now 
it was time to go back to work. Tom 
Brokaw did a wonderful service for all 
of us. He raised the awareness of the 
‘‘greatest generation’’ and made us ap-
preciate so much what they had done. 

I said at the ceremony that Tom 
Brokaw, who came to the ceremony 
today because he had gotten to know 
about the WASP through his own re-
search, was really here helping us close 
the circle for so many of those who 
served in World War II and were never 
recognized. We recognized the combat 
veterans. We recognized their incred-
ible service in combat and in battle. 
But there were some who contributed 
that we have only recently received the 
Congressional Gold Medal. The WASP 
was the third of the three. The first 
was the Tuskegee Airmen. They were 
an incredible group African American 
pilots who flew combat missions but 
whose service was never fully recog-
nized until later, when they were pre-
sented the Congressional Gold Medal. 

Then there were the Navajo code 
talkers who did an incredible service 
for our country but operated in secret. 
They promised they would not ever tell 
what they did, and they didn’t until 
years later when they were given leave 
to do so after a movie was made that 
chronicled their critical wartime role. 
They too were recognized with the Con-
gressional Gold Medal. And now today 
we honor the WASP, the women who 
were the first women to fly military 
missions but never made a part of the 
military 

This effort to recognize the WASP 
started in the Senate where I was 
proud to introduce the legislation with 
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