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part time. She says she feels she has to 
do whatever she can ‘‘to get her girls 
through school healthy and strong.’’ In 
Janet’s words: 

It is not a good feeling at all being told 
that you are going to be laid off, especially 
when you are the only income that your 
family depends on. It has been a struggle 
keeping up my spirits and trying not to let 
my girls see that I am stressed. 

That is what Janet tells us, and that 
is what the Hanlon family tells us. De-
spite these challenges—and I have seen 
this across our State—despite these 
challenges, Janet is still optimistic. 
She says: 

I am confident that this time I will be able 
to find that one job. I know that they are out 
there. I had a good job before and I will have 
a good job again. 

I heard this in many instances across 
our State. I was at a job center in 
south central Pennsylvania, just out-
side Gettysburg. I met with 8 of those 
560,000 people who are out of work. I 
heard the same thing there. Eight 
Pennsylvanians—at least six were over 
the age of 50 and the others were over 
the age of 60—had never been out of 
work in their lives, never had to rely 
on food stamps, and almost in every 
case never had to rely on unemploy-
ment insurance. And they find them-
selves in this predicament. Despite 
that, there is a burning flame of opti-
mism inside them. Despite their set-
backs, they are willing to keep filling 
out forms, keep applying, keeping their 
heads up, and keep moving forward. 

Debbie, a woman, who was one of 
those eight I spoke to that day, prob-
ably said it best—simply: All I want to 
do is get back to work. We see that 
across the board. 

What are we going to do in Congress? 
Are we going to preach? We will only 
have unemployment for another couple 
weeks or a few months. We are only 
going to have COBRA insurance for a 
couple of weeks, a couple of months. It 
is easy for us to say when we have 
health care, Federal employees that we 
are, and we have job security. 

For those who say we should not do 
it, we should not extend these safety 
net programs, before they make a 
speech about it, they should tell their 
constituents about why they do not 
want to support it. Tell Janet Smith 
and tell the Hanlon family why it is 
not a good idea to support unemploy-
ment insurance and COBRA health in-
surance. The security of Washington 
allows a lot of people to avoid that con-
versation. The security of being a Fed-
eral employee, of being a Senator or a 
House Member and having health cov-
erage and job security allows us the 
luxury of not having to look those fam-
ilies in the eye and tell them. I think 
if people were more honest about it 
around here, they would. 

In addition to aiding families who are 
desperately in need of putting food on 
the table and a roof over their heads, 

an extension of the unemployment in-
surance has a direct impact on our Na-
tion’s economy. We know, for example, 
that again the Congressional Budget 
Office says that for every $1 spent in 
unemployment insurance benefits, up-
wards of $1.90 is contributed to the 
gross domestic product. 

Mark Zandi, an economist I have 
quoted often, a Pennsylvanian—a little 
bias there, but he also worked on Sen-
ator MCCAIN’s Presidential campaign, 
so he is not someone coming from a 
purely Democratic point of view—Mark 
Zandi has stated that for every $1 spent 
in unemployment insurance benefits, 
upwards of $1.63 is contributed to the 
gross domestic product. If you spend a 
buck on unemployment insurance, the 
taxpayers get $1.63 back in return. 

In addition to unemployment insur-
ance and COBRA health insurance, the 
American Workers, State, and Business 
Relief Act provides a range of tax cred-
its that will help businesses and State 
governments to create and retain jobs. 
For example, the bill contains an ex-
tension of the biodiesel fuel credit, 
which will put a number of Pennsylva-
nians back to work across the country. 

The bill contains a research and de-
velopment tax credit that will provide 
businesses with financial resources to 
compete in a global marketplace. 

Finally, the bill will assist our teach-
ers by providing a tax deduction for 
those teachers who spend their own 
money to buy supplies for their class-
rooms and students—something I have 
seen in Pennsylvania for many years, 
teachers constantly reaching into their 
own pockets to buy supplies and equip-
ment they need for them to teach our 
children. 

I say in conclusion, I and I know 
many others strongly support passage 
of the American Workers, State, and 
Business Relief Act. This legislation is 
necessary to continue to spur economic 
growth and create jobs in Pennsylvania 
and across our country. 

Madam President, I yield the floor 
and suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

TAX EXTENDERS ACT OF 2009 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will resume consideration of 
H.R. 4213, which the clerk the report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 4213), to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend certain expir-
ing provisions, and for other purposes. 

Pending: 
Baucus amendment No. 3336, in the nature 

of a substitute. 
Baucus (for Webb-Boxer) modified amend-

ment No. 3342 to (amendment No. 3336), to 
amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
impose an excise tax on excessive 2009 bo-
nuses received from certain major recipients 
of Federal emergency economic assistance, 
to limit the deduction allowable for such bo-
nuses. 

Feingold-Coburn amendment No. 3368 (to 
amendment No. 3336), to provide for the re-
scission of unused transportation earmarks 
and to establish a general reporting require-
ment for any unused earmarks. 

McCain-Graham amendment No. 3427 (to 
amendment No. 3336), to prohibit the use of 
reconciliation to consider changes in Medi-
care. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader. 

Mr. REID. I make a point of order, en 
bloc, that the pending amendments 
Nos. 3342, 3368, and 3427 are not ger-
mane postcloture. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. REID. The point of order is well 
taken? 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The amendments all propose new 
subject matter. The amendments are 
nongermane and the point of order is 
well taken. 

Mr. REID. The amendments fall; is 
that right? 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The amendments fall; that is cor-
rect. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, the Sen-
ate can take an important step today 
in alleviating the incredible strains 
this continuing economic crisis is hav-
ing on thousands of families in my 
State, and millions of families across 
America. In approving the American 
Workers, State, and Business Relief 
Act of 2010, we can end what has been 
an agonizing procession of will-we-or- 
won’t-we votes on extending unemploy-
ment benefits and COBRA insurance 
subsidies for those who have lost their 
jobs. And we can ensure that, by ex-
tending enhanced Federal payments to 
State Medicaid programs, crucial 
health coverage and other vital State 
services are not cut. 

Those who doubt the wisdom of ex-
tending unemployment and COBRA 
benefits until the end of this year 
should hear the phone calls and read 
the letters that have come into my of-
fice over the past few weeks. As the 
Congress has debated, and delayed, on 
the question of whether to pass an-
other short-term extension, these 
Americans, left jobless by a crisis not 
of their own making, wondered if the 
economic lifeline that keeps food on 
their tables and shelter over their 
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