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partners use his absence as an excuse 
to stall progress on serious negotia-
tions. Standing in the way is hurting 
America’s businesses and workers who 
are affected by these very important 
negotiations. 

Michael could be working right now 
to create jobs for American farmers, 
workers, and businesses. But, instead, 
some issue about tobacco in another 
country is keeping us from moving for-
ward. That is not right. 

That is why a broad coalition of 
America’s farmers and businesses have 
been calling for quick approval of Mi-
chael Punke by the Senate. A coalition 
of 42 food and agriculture groups wrote 
Senator REID and Senator MCCONNELL 
last January to call for Michael’s quick 
confirmation saying: 

U.S. food and agriculture exports are under 
assault in many markets with trading part-
ners erecting even more barriers in recent 
months . . . The longer the delay in con-
firming Mr. Punke, the more likely that the 
U.S. loses exports and jobs. 

So if we act today to confirm Michael 
Punke, the Senate will have done 
something right now to help create 
jobs in America. Holding up Michael 
Punke does just the opposite. For all 
these reasons—oh, and may I add this 
guy is one quality individual—I would 
request we confirm Michael Punke in 
the Senate, we do it as soon as pos-
sible, and confirm him to the position 
of U.S. ambassador to the World Trade 
Organization. 
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BIG SANDY PIONEERS 
Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I rise to 

share some news from my hometown of 
Big Sandy, MT. It is a town of just over 
700 folks. That means in Montana, it is 
a Class C town. In Montana, Class C 
basketball isn’t just a tradition, it is a 
way of life. For a lot of Montanans, the 
entire year revolves around that bas-
ketball season. 

Last week, Coach Roy Lackner led 
his boys—the Big Sandy Pioneers—to 
the Class C basketball tournament. 
They fought their way to the cham-
pionship game on Saturday night and 
they played another outstanding Class 
C team in the Power Pirates. 

It was one of those games folks will 
be talking about for years. After a last- 
second foul, with less than a second on 
the clock, senior forward Corbin Pear-
son broke the 49-to-49 tie by sinking 
both free throws. I was 6 years old the 
last time Big Sandy boys won a State 
championship. That was 47 years ago. 

So I rise in honor of Coach Lackner, 
assistant coach Gregg King, and the 
Big Sandy boys basketball team, in-
cluding Corbin Pearson, Zac Leader, 
Blake Brumwell, Taylor Ophus, Colter 
Darlington, Trevor Lackner, Jeff 
Zeiger, Scott Drga, Dallas Briese, 
Kaden Beck, Matt Gullickson, and C.J. 
Hansen. 

I am sharing this good news not just 
because these young men are from my 

hometown—although I am very proud 
of that—I am sharing this news be-
cause we can all use a reminder that 
hard work, working together, and 
teamwork pays off. Coach Lackner 
says winning a State championship was 
a matter of perseverance. It is. The Big 
Sandy Pioneers persevered. They 
worked hard as a team. They won their 
championship, and I congratulate them 
on that. 

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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TAX ON BONUSES RECEIVED FROM 
CERTAIN TARP RECIPIENTS 

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to Calendar No. 36, 
H.R. 1586, and that once the bill is re-
ported, I be recognized to offer a sub-
stitute amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The assistant legislative clerk read 

as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 1586) to impose an additional 

tax on bonuses received from certain TARP 
recipients. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3452 
(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute). 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the amendment. 
The assistant legislative clerk read 

as follows: 
The Senator from West Virginia [Mr. 

ROCKEFELLER] proposes an amendment num-
bered 3452. 

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. I ask unani-
mous consent that the reading of the 
amendment be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

(The amendment is printed in today’s 
RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.’’) 

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, I 
am very happy to be here this after-
noon with the most excellent ranking 
member of the Commerce Committee, 
Senator KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON of 
Texas, to lay down our Transportation 
bill, and in so doing we say that our 
transportation system is at a cross-
roads, and not a comfortable one. 

For decades, the Federal Aviation 
Administration has done an excellent 
job of operating the world’s most com-
plex airline system. Nobody else comes 
close. The system has served us very 
well. Not only is it the safest airspace 
system in the world, it is a critical 
component of the national economy. I 
cannot overstate the importance of a 

vibrant and strong aviation system. It 
is fundamental to our Nation’s long- 
term growth—from the largest cities to 
the very smallest of towns—because it 
connects our citizens and it connects 
our businesses with the global econ-
omy. 

Increasingly, however, our air trans-
portation system and the FAA—the 
Federal Aviation Administration—are 
strained beyond capacity. Our skies 
and airports have become plagued with 
congestion and delay, and what is 
more, on a pretty regular basis. Over 
the past decade, we have seen pas-
sengers delayed for hours on runways, 
and we hear about it. During peak 
times, such as the holidays, the system 
is often paralyzed—stopped. Disrup-
tions at just one key airport—maybe 
JFK, maybe O’Hare, maybe Los Ange-
les, should they be in trouble at any 
one of those places—can quickly cas-
cade throughout the entire system. 

With airline capacity cut, these 
delays can easily extend to days for 
passengers who cannot find flights with 
empty seats because the capacity has 
been reduced. Our constituents are 
frustrated about flying and, frankly, 
rightly so. 

When our economy recovers, and I 
believe that growth has slowly begun— 
we shall see—congestion and delay will 
only get worse. The FAA predicts that 
commercial air traffic will increase by 
nearly 50 percent over the next decade. 
Putting that in other terms, from our 
current level of 700 million passengers 
a year, it will be well over a billion 
passengers per year. In a complex sys-
tem as ours, everything has to work so 
the possibility of a meltdown of the air 
traffic control system may in fact be-
come a reality and this will put pas-
senger safety at extreme risk. 

These are not the only troubling 
signs; there are more. While aviation 
has an excellent safety record, as I 
have indicated, the Federal Aviation 
Administration and the industry’s 
focus on safety and vigilance in main-
taining it as the highest priority, has 
come into question—the question of 
safety. The grounding of thousands of 
aircraft throughout the system in 2008 
raised questions about the quality of 
airline maintenance practices and the 
FAA’s ability to provide sufficient 
oversight of air carriers. 

The tragic accident of flight 3407 has 
exposed problems with pilot training, 
crew fatigue, and the ability of the in-
dustry to assure the traveling public 
that there is one level of safety 
throughout the entire system, and that 
does not exist. 

For all these reasons I stand here, 
along with my distinguished colleague, 
and encourage my colleagues in as 
strong a fashion as I can possibly mus-
ter to move forward and pass S. 1451, 
the FAA Air Transportation Mod-
ernization and Safety Improvement 
Act. I will only say that once. 
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