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worst disaster to afflict Haiti in over two cen-
turies. According to recent estimates, the 
earthquake has killed 230,000 people and dis-
placed another 1.3 million. 

Haiti is the poorest country in the Western 
Hemisphere, with a long history of exploitation 
at the hands of world powers. Now, with se-
vere damage to roads, ports, and hospitals, 
and a desperate need for clean water, food, 
shelter, and basic sanitation, Haiti faces re-
construction burdens that may exceed $14 bil-
lion. With such expenses in the future, Haiti is 
in no position to repay the debts it owes 
wealthy international creditors. 

Madam Speaker, with that in mind I urge my 
colleagues to support H.R. 4573, legislation I 
cosponsored that would promote debt relief for 
our Haitian brothers and sisters. 

The bill urges the Secretary of the Treasury 
to instruct the United States executive direc-
tors at the International Monetary Fund, IMF, 
the World Bank, the Inter-American Develop-
ment Bank, and other multilateral development 
institutions to use the ‘‘voice, vote, and influ-
ence of the United States’’ to cancel imme-
diately and completely all debt owed by Haiti 
to such institutions; suspend Haiti’s debt serv-
ice payments to these institutions until the 
debts are canceled completely; and provide 
additional assistance from these institutions to 
Haiti through grants so that Haiti does not ac-
cumulate additional debt. 

Despite significant debt relief last summer, 
Haiti owes a total of $828 million in debt to 
multilateral financial institutions, including $447 
million to the Inter-American Development 
Bank, $284 million to the IMF, $39 million to 
the World Bank, and $58 million to the Inter-
national Fund for Agricultural Development. 
Haiti also owes about $400 million to other in-
dividual countries. 

Madam Speaker, it is abundantly clear that 
extraordinary circumstances render impossible 
Haiti’s timely repayment of this debt. Further-
more, our humanity should compel us to ex-
tend a compassionate hand to our neighbors 
in need. 

I urge my colleagues to support this bill. 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speaker, I am 

proud to be an original cosponsor of H.R. 
4573. 

As my colleagues have explained, this bill 
calls on the U.S. Secretary of the Treasury to 
take certain measures to enable Haiti’s debt 
relief and to provide additional assistance to 
Haiti from multilateral development institutions 
in the form of grants. 

The United States cancelled all of Haiti’s 
outstanding debt to the U.S. in September of 
last year. 

Similarly, Haiti has already received hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in debt relief from 
the World Bank and Inter-American Develop-
ment Bank, IDB. 

However, it still retains significant debt to 
various bilateral donors, the IMF, and the IDB. 

By passing this measure, we can help to 
minimize the enormous fiscal pressures facing 
the Government of Haiti in the aftermath of its 
tragic earthquake so that its limited resources 
may be used for more immediate priorities. 

Also, by encouraging the use of grants 
versus loans, Haiti will have the opportunity to 
take advantage of certain resources from 
these institutions without increasing its future 
financial burdens. 

This bill will help prevent Haiti from getting 
in over its head at a time when every penny 
counts. 

It also recognizes the important role that 
other bilateral donors play in the long-term re-
covery efforts of Haiti. 

By calling on other bilateral, multilateral and 
private creditors to provide debt cancellation to 
Haiti, H.R. 4573 underscores the concept of 
shared responsibility. 

An integrated approach based on a coordi-
nated and transparent distribution of respon-
sibilities will prove essential to a successful re-
sponse to Haiti’s catastrophic disaster. 

I thank Congresswoman WATERS for intro-
ducing this important measure. 

Mr. MEEKS of New York. I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
MEEKS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4573, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

The title was amended so as to read: 
‘‘A bill to urge the Secretary of the 
Treasury to instruct the United States 
Executive Directors at the Inter-
national Monetary Fund, the World 
Bank, the Inter-American Develop-
ment Bank, and other multilateral de-
velopment institutions to use the 
voice, vote, and influence of the United 
States to cancel immediately and com-
pletely Haiti’s debts to such institu-
tions, and for other purposes.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
IRAN—MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 111–97) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and ordered to be printed: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the 
anniversary date of its declaration, the 
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a 
notice stating that the emergency is to 
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent the enclosed notice 
to the Federal Register for publication 
stating that the Iran emergency de-
clared on March 15, 1995, is to continue 
in effect beyond March 15, 2010. 

The crisis between the United States 
and Iran resulting from actions and 
policies of the Government of Iran that 

led to the declaration of a national 
emergency on March 15, 1995, has not 
been resolved. The actions and policies 
of the Government of Iran are contrary 
to the interests of the United States in 
the region and pose a continuing un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the 
national security, foreign policy, and 
economy of the United States. For 
these reasons, I have determined that 
it is necessary to continue the national 
emergency declared with respect to 
Iran and maintain in force comprehen-
sive sanctions against Iran to respond 
to this threat. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 10, 2010. 

f 

SUPPORT NASA’S CONSTELLATION 
PROGRAM 

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today in strong opposi-
tion to the President’s proposal to can-
cel the NASA Constellation Program, 
which covers the Orion Crew capsule, 
the Altair Lunar Lander, and the Ares 
I and Ares V rockets. These programs, 
which together comprise our human 
spaceflight program, were authorized 
in both 2005 and 2008 by Republican and 
Democratic Congresses. 

It is under the Constellation Pro-
gram that NASA is currently devel-
oping new launch vehicles and space-
craft capable of traveling to the Moon, 
Mars, and other destinations. Not only 
does canceling the Constellation Pro-
gram jeopardize America’s leadership 
role in human space exploration, but it 
will have detrimental effects on our 
economy. 

The issue is it will take years for the 
commercial spaceflight industry to get 
up to speed to where the level of com-
petence exists in NASA today. Our gov-
ernment has already invested literally 
years and billions of dollars in this pro-
gram. We should build upon these in-
vestments and not abandon them. 

Our country can support the com-
mercial spaceflight industry, but not 
at the expense of our human space-
flight programs. 

It is my hope, Madam Speaker, that 
this Congress will continue NASA’s 
Constellation Program. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR NASA SPACE 
EXPLORATION 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to ask my col-
leagues to join me in cosponsoring H. 
Con. Res. 1150, which establishes NASA 
and all of its assets as a national secu-
rity interest. 

We need to work with the President 
in moving forward on restoring the 
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