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is the core of her professional and personal 
life. As the highly respected advocate and 
voice of reason in Brooklyn for educational 
ideals to benefit inner-city children, Ms. Evans- 
Tranumn stands with those who understand 
that equal and quality education is a funda-
mental civil, constitutional right. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing Shelia Evans-Tranumn. 
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Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, I rise to intro-
duce the Iran Sanctions Enhancement Act, a 
bipartisan measure to enforce U.S. law re-
garding Iran. 

As the New York Times reported last Sun-
day, for far too long, international businesses 
have ignored the Iran Sanctions Act of 1996. 

The Iranian regime continues its pursuit of 
nuclear weapons and remains the world’s 
leading sponsor of terrorist organizations, in-
cluding Hamas, Hezbollah, and the Palestinian 
Islamic Jihad. While the original ISA was in-
tended to deter investment in Iran’s energy 
sector that serves as the main source of finan-
cial support for the regime, no entity has ever 
been held accountable under the Act. 

The executive branch has disregarded the 
enforcement of existing U.S. sanctions on Iran 
for far too long—and this Administration has 
been no exception to the rule. In October of 
last year, fifty members of Congress wrote to 
the Administration, requesting an investigation 
of potential ISA violators identified by the non- 
partisan Congressional Research Service 
(CRS). Despite a pledge by the Assistant Sec-
retary of State Jeffrey Feltman to conduct 
such an investigation within 45 days, the Ad-
ministration still has not provided Congress 
with the full results of its investigation. 

Therefore, this bill would require the Presi-
dent to investigate and determine ISA violators 
within 45 days and to notify Congress. To aid 
the Administration’s efforts, this bill mandates 
the Government Accountability Office (GAO) 
to publish monthly a list of those entities sus-
pected of violating the ISA. 

The time to act is now. To stop Iran’s pur-
suit of nuclear weapons and curb its sponsor-
ship of global terrorism, I urge my colleagues 
to join in cosponsoring this important bipar-
tisan legislation. 
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Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam Speaker, I 
rise before you today to honor Judge Thomas 
Ward for his remarkable work with the Hiber-
nian Society and outstanding service to the 
citizens of Baltimore, especially within our Irish 
community. 

Ward, a native Baltimorean, began his ca-
reer in civic duty as a Member of the Balti-
more City Council in 1963, during which time 
he sponsored legislation to create The Parking 
Lot Act, the Architectural and Historical Com-
mission, and a tree planting program that re-
sulted in the implantation of over 25,000 trees. 

A graduate from Georgetown University, the 
University of Maryland School of Law, and 
The Johns Hopkins University Graduate 
School, Judge Ward spent an illustrious 29 
years practicing law as an attorney and an-
other 15 years presiding as a judge, where he 
was known as one of the hardest working 
judges on the Baltimore Circuit Court. 

When the people of Ireland immigrated to 
Baltimore, many of them found employment 
with the B & 0 Railroad. Judge Ward was so 
inspired by the gritty hard work of these immi-
grants that he wanted to find an appropriate 
way to honor them. In the late 90s, he helped 
begin the Railroad Historical District Corpora-
tion after he was approached to help repair 5 
alley homes along Lemmon Street, commonly 
referred to as the ‘‘Lemmon Street Five.’’ 
Ward rallied historic preservationists, raised 
money, recruited volunteers, and faced the dif-
ficult task of restoring dilapidated 160-year-old 
buildings. With his steadfast determination and 
desire to better his community, Judge Ward 
saw the completion of the ‘‘Lemmon Street 
Five’’ in 2002. Of the five Lemmon Street 
houses, two developed into the Irish Shrine 
and Railroad Workers Museum, which pays 
tribute to the Irish immigrants who started new 
lives in Baltimore during the Great Famine of 
1845–50. 

As a member of the Hibernian Society of 
Baltimore, Judge Ward continues to provide 
charitable assistance and advice to immigrants 
from Ireland. Judge Thomas Ward greatly de-
serves the title of Hibernian of the Year for his 
exceptional work within their organization. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you join with me 
today to honor Judge Ward, an exemplary cit-
izen of the State of Maryland and commend-
able member of the Hibernian Society. 
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Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to acknowledge that March is Red Cross 
Month. This is a time for us to officially recog-
nize the essential role that the American Red 
Cross plays in our communities helping to en-
sure our communities are more ready and re-
silient in the face of future disasters. March 
has been celebrated as ‘‘Red Cross Month’’ 
since 1943 when President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt called the wartime fundraising campaign 
the ‘‘greatest single crusade of mercy in all of 
history.’’ As we celebrate this American Red 
Cross Month, I encourage all individuals to 
commit themselves to strengthen their own 
communities through service and volunteer 
opportunities with the Red Cross. Volunteers 
help make our country stronger, and no where 
is this more evident than in communities com-
ing together to support each other in times of 
need. 

From rebuilding former adversaries after 
World War II, to saving lives after the tragic 
earthquake in Haiti, the American people have 
an unmatched tradition of responding to chal-
lenges at home and abroad with compassion 
and generosity. In just over one month since 
the earthquake, the Red Cross has provided 
assistance to more than 1.3 million people and 
will continue to aid hundreds of thousands 
more in the months ahead. In Chile, the Amer-
ican Red Cross is prepared to mobilize sup-
port, including relief supplies and trained per-
sonnel. The American Red Cross is also as-
sisting the Chilean Red Cross, through the 
International Federation of the Red Cross and 
Red Crescent appeal, to assist 75,000 people 
for six months in the areas of shelter, water 
and sanitation, health and telecommuni-
cations. 

At home and abroad, one in five Americans 
is touched by the Red Cross every single 
year. The American Red Cross in Greater 
New York responds to an average of 7 emer-
gencies a day—fires, floods, building col-
lapses—and provides immediate humanitarian 
aid to as many as 100,000 people affected by 
these emergencies each year. In my district 
alone in 2009, the Greater New York Chapter 
responded to 264 disasters and registered 
1,337 people for Red Cross assistance. 

Whether it is an earthquake or a single fam-
ily home fire; a call for blood or a call for help, 
the American Red Cross is there. I ask that 
you and my distinguished colleagues join me 
in applauding the hard work of the American 
Red Cross volunteers and celebrating March 
as American Red Cross Month. 
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Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Megan Helt. Megan is a 
very special young woman who has exempli-
fied the finest qualities of citizenship and lead-
ership by taking an active part in the Girl 
Scouts of the USA and earning the high honor 
of the Gold Award. 

Megan’s outstanding achievement reflects 
her hard work and dedication. Megan has ex-
hibited unique and creative examples of serv-
ice that have made a difference in her com-
munity. I am confident that she will continue to 
hold herself to the highest standards in the fu-
ture. This is an accomplishment for which 
Megan can take pride in for the rest of her life. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Megan Helt for her accom-
plishments with the Girl Scouts of the USA 
and for her efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of the Gold Award. 
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Mr. UPTON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to James D. MacPhee of 
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