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Like so many serving with him, Lance Cor-

poral Olsen rose to answer the call of duty 
with a maturity and patriotic honor far beyond 
his years. He had finished high school at 
Mountain View High in Orem just 3 years ear-
lier, and enlisted right after graduation. He 
knew from a young age that he wanted to 
serve in the military, to serve the country he 
loved, even before he rode on an aircraft car-
rier from Hawaii to California in elementary 
school. 

We honor Lance Corporal Olsen’s mother 
Kim and father Todd, and his sister Stacy and 
her daughter as well. They also loved their 
country—our country—enough to let the son 
and brother and uncle whom they loved serve 
in Afghanistan with his fellow Marines. 

At this time of their loss, I would ask my col-
leagues to join with me in extending our Na-
tion’s heartfelt condolences and appreciation 
for the service and sacrifices of Lance Cor-
poral Olsen and his family. We ask so much 
of these fine young men and women in the 
Armed Forces. 

May we ever keep our servicemembers and 
their families in our thoughts and prayers, and 
may God bless them, and the United States of 
America. 
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Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Danielle Mullens. Danielle 
is a very special young woman who has ex-
emplified the finest qualities of citizenship and 
leadership by taking an active part in the Girl 
Scouts of the USA and earning the high honor 
of the Gold Award. 

Danielle’s outstanding achievement reflects 
her hard work and dedication. Danielle has ex-
hibited unique and creative examples of serv-
ice that have made a difference in her com-
munity. I am confident that she will continue to 
hold herself to the highest standards in the fu-
ture. This is an accomplishment for which 
Danielle can take pride in for the rest of her 
life. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Danielle Mullens for her 
accomplishments with the Girl Scouts of the 
USA and for her efforts put forth in achieving 
the highest distinction of the Gold Award. 
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Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker, 
I would like to request the House’s attention 
today to pay recognition to a constituent and 
friend of mine, Mr. P.K. Brooks. 

Mr. Brooks is 78 years old and has been in 
business in my community of Saks for 56 
years. During that time he has been a pillar of 
the community and a role model for genera-

tions of young people whose lives he has 
touched. He remains one of the most re-
spected leaders in the area. 

He grew up in Wedowee, Alabama, and 
played basketball for Randolph County High 
School. He later joined the Navy during the 
Korean War. 

Mr. Brooks is a man of integrity and full of 
compassion for the folks around him. He has 
been a member of Saks Baptist Church for 53 
years. Over the years, he has belonged to nu-
merous organizations including Civitan, VFW 
and Gideon’s. 

On March 28th, an appreciation function will 
be held in the afternoon at Saks Civitan Club. 

All of us across Calhoun County are 
pleased to recognize such an outstanding indi-
vidual. I hope we can all look to Mr. Brooks as 
an example of how to live and I am proud to 
call him my friend. 
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Mr. DELAHUNT. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the memory of a fallen soldier, 
son, husband, and, now, a father. The life of 
Sergeant Benjamin Sherman was tragically cut 
short thousands of miles from home near on 
his second heroic tour of duty in Afghanistan. 
His daughter, Skylah May-Marie Sherman, 
was born just yesterday on Tuesday, March 9. 

Ben was a hero long before he sacrificed 
his life for his country. Born to Bill and Denise 
Sherman of New Bedford, Massachusetts, he 
served as an exemplary role model for his two 
sisters, Meredith and Jessica, through their 
youth and adolescence at Plymouth South 
High School. It was during middle school in 
Plymouth that Ben first met Patricia—the girl 
who would one day become his wife. While 
many young high school students struggle to 
balance their daily routines with the natural 
torment of their teen years, Ben held himself 
to a standard above his peers. Always the first 
to stand up for a cause, he was a student of 
integrity and a model of resilience. 

Recognizing his own passion to aid his fel-
low Americans, Ben enlisted in the Army in 
August of 2006. He was assigned to the 82nd 
Airborne Division at Fort Bragg, North Carolina 
in the battalion mortars section of the 508th 
Parachute Infantry Regiment. He was de-
ployed for the first time in January of 2007, 
where his unit was engaged in fierce fighting 
throughout the Helmand Province of Afghani-
stan. Often in the thick of the action, Ben was 
instrumental in the battalion’s efforts to clear 
the Taliban from the Helmand River Valley. 
His steadfast resolve served him well through 
the cutting edge of battle, and he was publicly 
lauded for his astute decision-making despite 
the pressures of battle and his courage in the 
face of determined enemy attacks. 

It was during his return from that first de-
ployment, on May 2, 2008, that he proposed 
to the girl who had waited for him with pa-
tience and grace through the long months of 
deployment. Patricia and Ben were married 

August 26 and hurriedly began what they 
prayed would be a long, healthy life together 
in Fayetteville, North Carolina. In July of 2009, 
one month before his final deployment, Ben 
and Patricia learned the happy news that their 
first child—a daughter—was on her way. With 
this newfound joy in his heart, Ben returned 
with his unit to Afghanistan in August. 

Regularly exposed to the many dangers in-
herent in war, Ben continued his tradition of 
excellence during his second deployment in 
the Badghis Province in northwestern Afghani-
stan. No task was too difficult nor challenge 
too daunting for the expert mortar-man, Ser-
geant Sherman. On November 4, 2009, while 
conducting operations near the town of Bala 
Murghab, Ben fell into the Murghab River and 
drowned. He was 21 years old. 

Ben’s greatest gift to his country lies not in 
his heroism in battle, his legacy at Plymouth 
South High School, or the tragedy of his un-
timely death. Instead, his memory will forever 
endure in the starlit eyes, coy smile, and zeal-
ous ambition of Skylah May-Marie Sherman— 
a daughter who may never know the embrace 
of her father, yet will always carry in her heart 
the stories, photos, and memories of a man 
whose passion for life was fueled by his love 
for an unborn daughter and beloved wife. 
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Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, we 
grieve with those in Haiti over the loss of life 
during the devastating 7.0-magnitude earth-
quake January 12. Many Americans rushed to 
help, including one particular Texan from 
Beaumont. Firefighter Joshua Fowler is one 
such hero. The city of Beaumont in the Sec-
ond District of Texas is proud to honor Joshua 
Fowler for his service to the people of Haiti 
during his international rescue tour as a mem-
ber of the Texas Task Force 1. 

The Texas Task Force 1, an urban search 
and rescue group, is comprised of 210 per-
sonnel. These individuals respond to disasters 
including earthquakes, hurricanes, widespread 
tornadoes, and man-made technological and 
terrorist events in Texas and throughout the 
United States. Haiti was their very first inter-
national deployment. Joshua Fowler has been 
a firefighter/EMT-1 for the City of Beaumont 
Fire/Rescue Services since 2000 and was one 
of 80 Texans that assisted the people of Haiti. 

We applaud Joshua for his selfless service 
as well as the many others that have also put 
themselves in harm’s way to protect and res-
cue Haitians who were trapped and wounded 
during this earthquake. We thank them for 
their commitment to responding to disaster- 
stricken areas with a selfless love for others. 
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