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several wounded in Kinston, Samson, 
and Geneva, Alabama. It was truly one 
of the worst acts of violence our part of 
the country has ever seen. 

We can never fully understand what 
would drive someone to commit such a 
monstrous act, especially against his 
own family and a helpless child. Be it 
personal, economic, or mental prob-
lems that led to such cruelty, it is un-
imaginable that something like this 
could happen until it strikes your 
friends and neighbors. 

Even though the tragedy was a dev-
astating shock to our small and close- 
knit community, it also showed the re-
solve of those who help protect and de-
fend our way of life. We all owe a debt 
of gratitude to the first responders— 
the Alabama State Troopers of the 
Dothan Troopers Post, officers of the 
Geneva Police Department, officers of 
the Geneva County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, and an officer of the Alabama 
Conservation and Natural Resources 
Department who pursued and eventu-
ally found the gunman dead from a 
self-inflicted gunshot wound. Without 
their swift action and response, the 
loss of life could have been even worse. 
A year’s time of reflection has only 
made their brave efforts more worthy 
of our respect and praise. 

Another group that must be recog-
nized are the soldiers of nearby Fort 
Rucker, Alabama. Since World War II, 
Fort Rucker has been an invaluable 
part of the Wiregrass area. They were 
quick to answer the call of local offi-
cials still reeling from the shock to 
serve their communities and keep the 
peace. We are proud of Fort Rucker’s 
presence in the Second District of Ala-
bama and are very appreciative of ev-
erything they do. 

I would also like to thank my col-
leagues in the House, especially the 58 
cosponsors of the resolution expressing 
sympathy to the victims of that ter-
rible day, for showing their steadfast 
support. Though nothing could replace 
those who are lost, I know the folks in 
Geneva and Coffee Counties certainly 
appreciate that Congress was thinking 
of them during their time of mourning. 

I encourage those watching across 
the country to remember the wounded 
as we pray for their continued recov-
ery—State Trooper Mike Gillis, Greg 
McCullough, Ella Meyers, and Jeffrey 
Nelson—and to join me in praying for 
the departed victims and their fami-
lies, Bruce Maloy, Lisa McClendon, An-
drea Myers, Corrine Gracy Myers, 
Sonya Smith, James Starling, James 
White, Virginia White, Dean Wise and 
Tracy Wise. Even though those 10 souls 
are no longer with us, I know we will 
never forget them and will do all that 
we can to honor their memories. 

As elected officials, we never want to 
come to the House floor for these pur-
poses. In many ways, however, it is one 
of the most important duties we have 
as Members of Congress to honor and 

call the attention of the Nation to 
those in our districts who have experi-
enced great loss and committed brave 
acts in the most difficult times. I hope 
for all of us that these appearances are 
few and far between. 

May our thoughts and prayers be 
with the citizens of Geneva and Coffee 
Counties as they remember the tragic 
event that happened in their commu-
nity 1 year ago today. 

f 

THIRD FRONT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
bring you news from the third front. 
The battle wages for control of the bor-
der, and I’m not talking about the bor-
der between Afghanistan and Pakistan 
where the Taliban runs back and forth 
at will to commit crimes in Afghani-
stan and then goes and hides in Paki-
stan. No, I’m bringing you news from 
the border, the southern border of the 
United States, which is very violent. 

In Reynosa, Mexico, right across the 
border from the Rio Grande River in 
Texas, recently the U.S. consulate 
closed because of the violence on the 
border. In fact, Americans are prohib-
ited from being in that consulate office 
because of the kidnappings, the mur-
ders, the shootings, the Old West-style 
events that are taking place on this 
border town south of our border. 

The inconvenient truth is there is a 
battle for the border that is taking 
place in our own country. Across the 
southern border of the United States 
the drug cartels, all in the name of 
money and their financing of illegal ac-
tivities, including organized crime and 
violence, and working with the 
coyotes—those people, for money, that 
smuggle people into the United 
States—are seeking control of our bor-
der so that they can bring in drugs and 
people. It seems as though drugs and 
people are coming into the United 
States and going south are money and 
guns. 

Someone has said recently that the 
northern border is porous and the 
southern border is porous. But at the 
northern border all you’ve got to do is 
walk across; on the southern border 
you can shoot your way across into the 
United States. But be that as it may, 
we have a problem. It’s an inconven-
ient truth that we spend time on other 
issues besides national security of our 
own borders, and it seems to me that 
we ought to solve this problem. 

But before we do this, we now hear 
this talk again, this talk by those who 
don’t live on the border about, well, 
let’s just give everybody that’s in the 
country illegally a little amnesty. Am-
nesty for all is what they say. But 
these individuals that preach amnesty 
are ignoring the obvious: if we grant 

amnesty, that means all of the crimi-
nals that have come into the United 
States—like drug dealers, like those 
bandits that come here to commit 
crimes—they get that free amnesty as 
well. And they get the permission to 
stay here in the United States, not just 
those people that come here trying to 
seek a better life and to work. 

Some have estimated that in our 
county jails and our prisons up to 20 
percent of the people incarcerated are 
in this country from foreign countries. 
And yet we want to grant amnesty to 
all of these people? Amnesty has prov-
en in this country it doesn’t work; it 
encourages people to come here ille-
gally. 

So what should we do? We should do 
three things and we should do them in 
this order: the first thing we do is se-
cure the border and mean it when we 
say we will secure the border. If nec-
essary, we should have our military on 
the southern border of the United 
States so that people don’t cross into 
this country illegally without permis-
sion of the United States. We have 
given lipservice to border security, and 
we haven’t solved that problem. 

b 1400 

You tell me, Mr. Speaker, that the 
greatest country that has ever existed, 
the greatest country militarily that 
has ever existed, the strongest country 
that has ever existed in the history of 
the world can’t protect its own bor-
ders? I think not. We can do it, but we 
don’t have the moral will to do it, and 
we have to make the decision that we 
will secure the Nation’s border. The 
first duty of government is national se-
curity. 

After we secure the border, we’ve got 
to deal with the immigration problem. 
The legal immigration system we have 
now is a disaster. It has been a disaster 
since the fifties. It is time to set that 
aside and to draw up an easier model, a 
more efficient model, a business model 
that solves the issues of immigration, a 
model that makes it more streamlined, 
efficient, and secure so that, when peo-
ple come into the United States le-
gally, we know who they are and so 
that we keep up with who they are— 
whether they want to be here as citi-
zens, whether they want to work, 
whether they want to be tourists, or 
whether they’re coming over here just 
to visit somebody. 

Solve the border problem first. Solve 
the immigration problem second. Then 
deal with the problem of the 20 million- 
plus people illegally in the United 
States. We can solve that problem, but 
we can’t solve that problem until we 
deal with the first two. It is time for 
the government to do its job. The duty 
of government is to protect us, not to 
give our country away to other people 
who want to come here illegally. 

So, right now, the border war con-
tinues—controlled by the drug cartels, 
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controlled by the human smugglers 
who wish to make money and who prof-
iteer from illegal activities on the 
southern border of the United States. 
We owe it to the citizens of this coun-
try, and we also owe it to the citizens 
of the countries which are south of the 
United States to secure the border, to 
fix the immigration issue, and then to 
deal with the issue of the illegal immi-
grants who are here. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

PRO-LIFE WOMEN IN HISTORY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentlewoman from 
Ohio (Mrs. SCHMIDT) is recognized for 
60 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader. 

Mrs. SCHMIDT. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

I am here today, joined by my good 
colleague from the other side of the 
aisle, Mrs. DAHLKEMPER from Pennsyl-
vania. 

Today, we really want to focus this 
next hour on women in history because 
this is the month for women in history. 
Toward that end, we really want to 
focus on women in history who were 
pro-life. 

I would like to begin by talking 
about the fact that National Women’s 
History Month traces its origins back 
to 1911, to the first observance of Inter-
national Women’s Day. Since that 
year, countries around the world have 
devoted each March 8 to celebrate the 
economic, political, and social achieve-
ments of women, and they have recog-
nized the many obstacles women have 
had to overcome. 

In the United States, this day is cele-
brated as part of National Women’s 
History Month, first established in 1987 
by Congress. A similar resolution is ap-
proved with bipartisan support in the 
House and Senate each year, therein 
recognizing women here in the United 
States and around the world. Though, 
today, as I said, we are going to focus 
on pro-life women in history. I am 
going to start off by talking about a 
woman who began this movement in 
the United States way back in 1792. In 
1792, as you well know, we were just be-
coming the United States—developing 
our Constitution, developing our insti-
tutions, our Congress, our Presidency, 
et cetera. 

There was a woman by the name of 
Mary Wollstonecraft. This woman, 
Mary Wollstonecraft, was very, very 
pro-life. She actually wrote a book, ‘‘A 
Vindication of the Rights of Woman.’’ 
In that, she condemned those who 
would either destroy the embryo in the 
womb or who would cast it off when 
born, saying, ‘‘Nature in everything de-
mands respect, and those who violate 
her laws seldom violate them with im-
punity.’’ She was really the first pro- 
life woman in the United States, and 

we have been blessed with many since 
then. 

Right now, Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to ask my good colleague from Penn-
sylvania if she would like to join me in 
this wonderful discussion. 

Mrs. DAHLKEMPER. Well, thank 
you. I thank the gentlelady from Ohio 
for leading this special hour today to 
talk about the importance of women in 
history, particularly pro-life women. 

I am just pleased that we can work 
together on this issue, one of which I 
find to be of great importance. It is an 
issue that really is not defined by 
party, that is not defined by geog-
raphy, and that is not defined by demo-
graphics. This is an issue which, I be-
lieve, has national importance, and I 
am proud to stand here today with my 
colleague from Ohio and with my col-
leagues from other areas to raise our 
voices in defense of all in this country. 

During the March for Life in January 
of this year, hundreds of my constitu-
ents from western Pennsylvania, pro- 
life advocates, visited my office in the 
Capitol. I spoke to a large group of 
Pennsylvanians who had traveled all 
day and all night. They’d marched in 
the cold to demonstrate their commit-
ment to the unborn, and I was so im-
pressed by their dedication. Over-
whelmingly, it was women and young 
women who came to my office to show 
solidarity in our cause. 

When I go home to western Pennsyl-
vania, where my district is overwhelm-
ingly pro-life in its beliefs, I talk to 
mothers and daughters, women of all 
ages, who thank me for supporting life 
and who encourage me to stay strong 
in this fight. 

It is so important that we have 
women representing the pro-life move-
ment both here in Washington and in 
our districts back home. We can speak 
to this issue, I believe, in a more per-
sonal way than can men. No one can 
dismiss us for not understanding. No 
one can look at me and say, ‘‘You don’t 
know what it’s like.’’ I have been in 
those shoes. At the age of 20, as a stu-
dent in college, I found myself unmar-
ried and pregnant. So I know what it 
means. I know what it means to choose 
life. 

Today, we are here because National 
Women’s History Month and pro-life 
issues do go hand in hand. 

The suffragettes who worked so hard 
to secure our voting rights as women 
believed in the right to life. Susan B. 
Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 
Alice Paul, and so many others whose 
names are lesser known believed in the 
sanctity of life as strongly as they be-
lieved in the rights of women. Women 
led the feminist movement, and women 
led the pro-life movement. Our voices 
are the loudest and the clearest for 
both of these very important causes. 
Contrary to what media or other orga-
nizations would have us believe, women 
can be both feminists and pro-life. 

The bottom line is this: Respect—re-
spect for women in the workplace, 
women in the home, in schools, and in 
the voting booth—and respect for the 
rights of the unborn. The principle that 
motivates both the feminists and the 
pro-life movement is one and the same, 
which is the belief that people have 
rights and freedom. 

As pro-life women, we believe these 
rights and these freedoms belong also 
to the unborn. We believe they have 
the right to be born and the right to 
live. This is not only consistent with 
the legacy of the early advocates of 
women’s rights, but it reinforces their 
beliefs in the rights of all Americans. 

So I am happy to stand here today 
with my other colleagues in Congress, 
pro-life Members, who are speaking in 
support of women and who are speak-
ing in support of pro-life issues. 

I yield to my colleague from Ohio. 
Mrs. SCHMIDT. Thank you very 

much to my very good friend from 
Pennsylvania. 

Right now, I would like to give as 
much time as needed to my very, very 
good friend from North Carolina, Ms. 
FOXX. 

Ms. FOXX. I want to thank my col-
leagues from Ohio and Pennsylvania 
for organizing this Special Order today. 

Today, we are marking National 
Women’s History Month, and we are 
commemorating the brave and prin-
cipled women who have spoken out and 
who have fought for the unborn as well 
as those who have spoken out for equal 
rights for women in terms of our vot-
ing. It remains more important than 
ever that women speak out on behalf of 
defenseless, unborn children, for, each 
year, more than 1 million of the unborn 
are aborted in America. 

I want to strongly agree with my col-
league from Pennsylvania that one can 
be a feminist and that one can also be 
pro-life. 

Today, I am pleased to highlight how 
some North Carolina women are stand-
ing up for the unborn back in my dis-
trict. Two women in particular come to 
mind today. Toni Buckler and Donna 
Dyer are in the midst of leading a 40- 
day-long vigil in Winston-Salem to 
bring an end to the practice of abor-
tion. Their efforts, dubbed 40 Days of 
Life, are focused on 40 days of peaceful 
prayer, of fasting, and of community 
outreach on the issue of abortion. 

One of the most important and visi-
ble parts of their 40 Days of Life effort 
is the prayer vigil that is held outside 
the local Planned Parenthood facility 
in Winston-Salem. Every day between 
February 17 and March 28, they are 
bringing together concerned pro-life 
citizens to take a stand for the cause of 
life. 

What is truly amazing about this ef-
fort is that it does not stand alone. 
Hundreds of other cities in 45 States 
have similar 40 Days of Life vigils, 
which seek to raise awareness about 
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