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to be distributed to these States from 
2007 to 2010. The entirety of it was sup-
posed to be distributed by and through 
this year. But that has not been hap-
pening at all because MMS has added 
an additional bureaucratic layer to 
getting funding out beyond that which 
was talked about and established in the 
statute. 

My amendment is simple. It would 
get rid of that bureaucratic layer. It 
would still retain oversight. It would 
still retain all the protections of the 
statute, but it would streamline the 
process so this funding actually gets 
out to the States as intended. It is way 
behind. Rather than 100 percent being 
distributed to the States by this year, 
they have only distributed 15 percent. 
Obviously, we are way behind the 8 
ball. We would accelerate that. Be-
cause this funding has already been al-
located, this amendment does not cost 
anything, does not score. This is the 
same money that was allocated 
through the CIAP in the Energy Policy 
Act of 2005. 

This streamlines the process. This 
helps us get back on track in terms of 
distributing that vital money to coast-
al States. It doesn’t cost anything be-
cause all that money was supposed to 
be distributed by this year anyway. 
This is important. 

One of the crucial areas the Coastal 
Impact Assistance Program can help 
with in my State is related to hurri-
canes, all sorts of uses—mitigation, 
emergency preparedness, hurricane 
evacuation routes related to hurri-
canes. 

Yesterday, hurricane forecasters pre-
dicted, unfortunately, that 2010 is 
going to be a very severe hurricane sea-
son. We are preparing for that in any 
way we can. The fact that this CIAP 
funding has been blocked, has not gone 
to the coastal States, is a real problem 
in that regard. We need to do better. 
This amendment streamlines the proc-
ess so we can do better. 

This amendment also retains the 
oversight mechanism in the underlying 
bill. As the plain language of CIAP in 
the bill says, if the Secretary deter-
mines that any expenditure made by a 
producing State is not consistent with 
the underlying plan, then the State 
may not be disbursed any further funds 
until repayment of the unauthorized 
use of already obligated funds. Clearly, 
there is that mechanism for complete 
accountability. 

In addition, a State CIAP plan has to 
be approved to begin with by MMS, and 
that has already occurred. This gets 
back to the intent of the statute. It 
gets back to the timeline of the stat-
ute. It streamlines that process so we 
can get on with it. One hundred per-
cent of these funds were supposed to be 
distributed by 2010 and, instead, we are 
at the 15 percent mark. That is simply 
not good enough when important use of 
this money is planned on by vulnerable 
States such as Louisiana. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

TAX ON BONUSES RECEIVED FROM 
CERTAIN TARP RECIPIENTS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will resume consideration of 
H.R. 1586, which the clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 1586) to impose an additional 
tax on bonuses received from certain TARP 
recipients. 

Pending: 
Rockefeller amendment No. 3452, in the na-

ture of a substitute. 
Sessions/McCaskill amendment No. 3452 (to 

amendment No. 3452), to reduce the deficit 
by establishing discretionary spending caps. 

Lieberman amendment No. 3456 (to amend-
ment No. 3452), to reauthorize the DC oppor-
tunity scholarship program. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3458 TO AMENDMENT NO. 3452 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Louisiana. 

Mr. VITTER. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent to set aside any 
pending business and to call up Vitter 
amendment No. 3458. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

The clerk will report. 
The assistant legislative clerk read 

as follows: 
The Senator from Louisiana [Mr. VITTER] 

proposes an amendment numbered 3458 to 
amendment No. 3452. 

Mr. VITTER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that reading of the amendment be 
dispensed with. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

The amendment is as follows: 
(Purpose: To clarify application require-

ments relating to the coastal impact as-
sistance program) 

At the end of title VII, add the following: 
SEC. 7ll. COASTAL IMPACT ASSISTANCE PRO-

GRAM AMENDMENTS. 
Section 31 of the Outer Continental Shelf 

Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 1356a) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (c), by adding at the end 

the following: 
‘‘(5) APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS; AVAIL-

ABILITY OF FUNDING.—On approval of a plan 
by the Secretary under this section, the pro-
ducing State shall— 

‘‘(A) not be subject to any additional appli-
cation or other requirements (other than no-
tifying the Secretary of which projects are 
being carried out under the plan) to receive 
the payments; and 

‘‘(B) be immediately eligible to receive 
payments under this section.’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(e) FUNDING.— 
‘‘(1) ENVIRONMENTAL REQUIREMENTS.—A 

project funded under this section that does 

not involve wetlands shall not be subject to 
environmental review requirements under 
Federal law. 

‘‘(2) COST-SHARING REQUIREMENTS.—Any 
amounts made available to producing States 
under this section may be used to meet the 
cost-sharing requirements of other Federal 
grant programs, including grant programs 
that support coastal wetland protection and 
restoration.’’. 

Mr. VITTER. I have already dis-
cussed my amendment. 

I yield the floor. 
AMENDMENT NO. 3454 TO AMENDMENT NO. 3452 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Senator from South Caro-
lina. 

Mr. DEMINT. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent to temporarily set 
aside the pending amendment so I may 
call up my amendment No. 3454, which 
is at the desk. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

The clerk will report. 
The assistant legislative clerk read 

as follows: 
The Senator from South Carolina [Mr. 

DEMINT] proposes an amendment numbered 
3454 to amendment No. 3452. Mr. DEMINT. I 
ask unanimous consent that reading of the 
amendment be dispensed with. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

The amendment is as follows: 
(Purpose: To establish an earmark 

moratorium for fiscal years 2010 and 2011) 
At the appropriate place, insert the fol-

lowing: 
SEC. lll. FISCAL YEARS 2010 AND 2011 EAR-

MARK MORATORIUM. 
(a) BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS.— 
(1) POINT OF ORDER.—It shall not be in 

order to— 
(A) consider a bill or joint resolution re-

ported by any committee that includes an 
earmark, limited tax benefit, or limited tar-
iff benefit; or 

(B) a Senate bill or joint resolution not re-
ported by committee that includes an ear-
mark, limited tax benefit, or limited tariff 
benefit. 

(2) RETURN TO THE CALENDAR.—If a point of 
order is sustained under this subsection, the 
bill or joint resolution shall be returned to 
the calendar until compliance with this sub-
section has been achieved. 

(b) CONFERENCE REPORT.— 
(1) POINT OF ORDER.—It shall not be in 

order to vote on the adoption of a report of 
a committee of conference if the report in-
cludes an earmark, limited tax benefit, or 
limited tariff benefit. 

(2) RETURN TO THE CALENDAR.—If a point of 
order is sustained under this subsection, the 
conference report shall be returned to the 
calendar. 

(c) FLOOR AMENDMENT.—It shall not be in 
order to consider an amendment to a bill or 
joint resolution if the amendment contains 
an earmark, limited tax benefit, or limited 
tariff benefit. 

(d) AMENDMENT BETWEEN THE HOUSES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—It shall not be in order to 

consider an amendment between the Houses 
if that amendment includes an earmark, lim-
ited tax benefit, or limited tariff benefit. 

(2) RETURN TO THE CALENDAR.—If a point of 
order is sustained under this subsection, the 
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