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Whereas, after being sworn to secrecy for 

twenty-three years after the war, these 
young Navajo men eventually came to be 
known as Navajo Code Talkers and were hon-
ored by President George W. Bush more than 
fifty years after the war with Congressional 
Gold and Silver Medals in 2001; and 

Whereas, the Navajo Code Talkers are now 
in their eighties, and with fewer than fifty 
remaining from the original four hundred, 
the urgency to capture and share their sto-
ries and memorabilia from their service in 
the war is now critical; and 

Whereas, these American treasures and re-
vered elders of the Navajo Nation have come 
together to tell their story, one that has 
never been heard, from their own hearts and 
in their own words; and 

Whereas, the Navajo Code Talkers’ heroic 
story of an ancient language, valiant people 
and a decisive victory that changed the path 
of modern history is the greatest story never 
told; and 

Whereas, the Navajo Code Talkers ulti-
mately envision a lasting memorial, the 
Navajo Code Talkers Museum and Veterans 
Center, on donated private land; and 

Whereas, the Navajo Code Talkers’ mission 
is to create a place where their legacy of 
service will inspire others to achieve excel-
lence and instill core values of pride, dis-
cipline and honor in all those who visit; and 

Whereas, through the lead efforts of the 
Navajo Code Talkers foundation and many 
partners and individuals, the Navajo Code 
Talkers’ legacy, history, language and code 
will be preserved to benefit all future genera-
tions; Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Legislature of the State of 
New Mexico, That the United States Con-
gress, Department of the Interior, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, Department of 
Health and Human Services, Department of 
Defense, Department of Agriculture, Depart-
ment of State and Department of Energy be 
requested to support the preservation of the 
Navajo Code Talkers’ remarkable legacy; 
and, be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this memorial be 
transmitted to the President Pro Tempore of 
the United States Senate, the Speaker of the 
United States House of Representatives, the 
Secretary of the Interior, the Secretary of 
Defense, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services, 
the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary 
of State, the Secretary of Energy and the 
New Mexico Congressional Delegation. 

POM–87. A memorial adopted by the Sen-
ate of the State of New Mexico urging Con-
gress to expedite the passage of legislation 
to enact the necessary amendments to the 
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation 
Act of 1977 to clarify that uncertified states 
have authority to use payments for non-coal 
mine reclamation projects; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

SENATE MEMORIAL NO. 30 
Whereas, New Mexico is known to have 

some of the richest uranium resources in the 
nation in the area known as ‘‘The Grants 
Mineral Belt’’; and 

Whereas, dating back to the 1940s, states 
such as New Mexico mined uranium for the 
benefit of the Atomic Energy Commission 
and the federal government’s Nuclear Weap-
ons Program; and 

Whereas, the Atomic Energy Commission 
did not require that early mines be re-
claimed; and 

Whereas, research shows that many ura-
nium mines were abandoned and never re-
claimed; and 

Whereas, the federal government has direct 
responsibility to provide funding, both for 
the initial surveying of these mines and for 
potential subsequent reclamation where war-
ranted; and 

Whereas, the Surface Mining Control and 
Reclamation Act of 1977 is a federal law that 
mandates a reclamation fee on each ton of 
coal produced in the country, and Title IV of 
that Act provides for abandoned mine rec-
lamation; and 

Whereas, in 2006, the United States Con-
gress passed amendments to Title IV of the 
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation 
Act of 1977 providing that the funds collected 
from the reclamation fees will now go di-
rectly to the states rather than be appro-
priated by Congress; and 

Whereas, the Solicitor of the Department 
of the Interior has interpreted those 2006 
amendments to limit uncertified states, such 
as New Mexico, from using the funds avail-
able through the Surface Mining Control and 
Reclamation Act of 1977 for non-coal mine 
reclamation; and 

Whereas, following the 2006 amendments, 
the Office of Surface Mining Reclamation 
and Enforcement promulgated regulations 
that restrict uncertified states from using 
funds available through the Surface Mining 
and Control Reclamation Act of 1977 for non- 
coal mine reclamation; and 

Whereas, Secretary Ken Salazar of the De-
partment of the Interior has suggested that 
a legislative solution is necessary in order to 
allow funding distribution under Section 
411(h)(1) of the Surface Mining Control and 
Reclamation Act of 1977 to be used for non- 
coal mine reclamation; Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate of the State of New 
Mexico, That Congress be requested to expe-
dite the passage of legislation to enact the 
necessary amendments to the Surface Min-
ing Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 to 
clarify that uncertified states have author-
ity to use payments for non-coal mine rec-
lamation projects; and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this memorial be 
transmitted to the Speaker of the United 
States House of Representatives, the Presi-
dent Pro Tempore of the United States Sen-
ate and the New Mexico Congressional Dele-
gation. 

POM–88. A resolution adopted by the House 
of the Legislature of the State of West Vir-
ginia urging support of West Virginia’s coal 
industry by encouraging measures that pro-
tect miners and their families, provide in-
centives for the development of advanced 
coal technologies, enhance the energy inde-
pendence of the State and the nation, pro-
tect the environment from which coal is 
mined, and supply consumers with cleaner 
and more affordable energy produced from 
coal; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 402 
Whereas, the coal industry provides sala-

ries and benefits to thousands of West Vir-
ginians; and 

Whereas, the coal industry is responsible 
for millions of dollars of tax revenues that 
are used to fund important government serv-
ices and programs; and 

Whereas, the coal industry is vitally im-
portant to the economic welfare of this State 
and its citizens; and 

Whereas, the Legislature, with the leader-
ship and support of the Governor, has worked 
to enact legislation to ensure the future of 
West Virginia coal, including the adoption of 
sweeping coal mine safety reforms, planning 
requirements for post-mining land use, an al-

ternative and renewable energy portfolio fea-
turing clean coal technology, and a regu-
latory framework for carbon capture and se-
questration projects; and 

Whereas, recent events at the federal level, 
most notably the debate over ‘‘cap and 
trade’’ legislation in Congress and obscure 
regulatory actions by the Environmental 
Protection Agency, are casting a shadow of 
doubt and uncertainty over the future of the 
coal industry in West Virginia; and 

Whereas, for the sake of those individuals 
who depend upon coal to support themselves 
and their families, the House of Delegates, 
the Senate, the Governor and West Vir-
ginia’s congressional delegation must work 
together to secure the future of the coal in-
dustry, and with it the future of the State; 
therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Delegates, That the 
West Virginia House of Delegates will con-
tinue to support the West Virginia coal in-
dustry by encouraging measures that protect 
miners and their families, provide incentives 
for the development of advanced coal tech-
nologies, enhance the energy independence 
of the State and the nation, protect the envi-
ronment from which coal is mined, and sup-
ply consumers with cleaner and more afford-
able energy produced from coal; and, be it 
further 

Resolved, That the West Virginia House of 
Delegates requests that West Virginia’s con-
gressional delegation resist and oppose ef-
forts at the federal level to undermine the 
future of West Virginia’s coal industry; and, 
be it further 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of 
Delegates forward a certified copy of this 
resolution to United States Senators Robert 
C. Byrd and John D. Rockefeller IV and Rep-
resentatives Nick J. Rahall, Alan B. Mollo-
han and Shelley M. Capito. 

POM–89. A memorial from the Public Safe-
ty Personnel Retirement System, transmit-
ting, pursuant to Arizona law, a report rel-
ative to the Arizona Terrorism Country Di-
vestment act; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
The following reports of committees 

were submitted: 
By Mr. DORGAN, from the Committee on 

Indian Affairs, with an amendment in the 
nature of a substitute: 

S. 1011. A bill to express the policy of the 
United States regarding the United States 
relationship with Native Hawaiians and to 
provide a process for the recognition by the 
United States of the Native Hawaiian gov-
erning entity (Rept. No. 111–162). 

By Mr. KERRY, from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, with an amendment in 
the nature of a substitute and with an 
amended preamble: 

S. Res. 400. A resolution urging the imple-
mentation of a comprehensive strategy to 
address instability in Yemen. 

By Mr. LEAHY, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, with an amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute: 

S. 1132. A bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to improve the provisions relat-
ing to the carrying of concealed weapons by 
law enforcement officers, and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF 
COMMITTEES 

The following executive reports of 
nominations were submitted: 
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