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Government; with the employee paying 2⁄3 of 
the total cost while the Government pays 1⁄3. 
The cost of the Optional Coverage under the 
program—in other words coverage for 
spouses and children (including coverage for 
stillborn children)—is paid 100 percent by the 
employee. 

Second, stillbirths are fortunately rare. Ac-
cording to the latest figures from the Centers 
for Disease Control, each year in the United 
States approximately 25,000 babies are still-
born—roughly 1 percent of all births. Con-
sequently, the probability is that the Federal 
Employees Group Life Insurance program 
would pay out relatively few claims under the 
stillborn provision. 

To paraphrase Mr. Noggle, no one is going 
to make a profit from this provision. But it will 
hopefully give Federal families some peace of 
mind that they won’t be made destitute by the 
tragic event of a stillborn baby. 

I would encourage all of my colleagues to 
co-sponsor this critically important legislation. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF ROBERT 
FRONEK FOR HIS YEARS OF 
SERVICE TO THE NEW LENOX 
FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

HON. DEBORAH L. HALVORSON 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 11, 2010 

Mrs. HALVORSON. Madam Speaker, on 
April 3, 2010, friends, family, and colleagues 
of Robert Fronek will gather to celebrate his 
35 years of service to the New Lenox Fire 
Protection District. Today, I join the chorus of 
praise for Robert’s service. 

Robert, or Bob to his friends, began his 
service to the New Lenox Fire Protection Dis-
trict on June 14, 1973. When he first began, 
Bob gave his time for little or no pay. He 
gained a Master’s Degree in Fire Science and 
his role in the fire department grew as he de-
voted his time and effort to the Fire Protection 
District. 

Over the past 35 years Bob has worked for 
the New Lenox Fire Protection District. He has 
served as Lieutenant, Captain, Deputy Chief, 
and Trustee. He currently serves as District 
Operations Manager. Bob is the only person 
to have held every office on the district’s 
Board of Trustees, serving as President, 
Treasurer, and Secretary. Bob has also been 
awarded the honor of Firefighter of the Year. 
During his time with the Fire District, Bob was 
an advocate for the businesses in New Lenox 
by making sure that the Fire District received 
bids from local businesses whenever possible. 
Bob is known to his colleagues as a very me-
ticulous worker and a great friend. 

Bob is also a loving grandfather, father, and 
husband. Bob and his wife Mary have been 
married for 37 years, all but one of which have 
been spent living in New Lenox. Bob and 
Mary have five children and ten grandchildren. 

The 11th Congressional District of Illinois 
and the community of New Lenox owe Robert 
Fronek a debt of gratitude. I am proud to rep-
resent him and all the wonderful firefighters 
who serve the 11th District. I congratulate 
Robert on being honored by his colleagues 
and wish him continued success. 

RECOGNIZING CORPORAL CHAD 
WATSON 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 11, 2010 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
tonight to recognize Cpl Chad Watson of the 
United States Marine Corps, a true American 
hero. 

Corporal Watson gave up his final year of a 
wrestling scholarship at Indiana University to 
serve his country in Iraq with the Marine 
Corps in 2006. He was quickly assigned to be 
a team leader, and led his team on five am-
bushes and more than 60 combat patrols. 
Corporal Watson was popular with his team 
and was even voted as the one Marine his fel-
low Marines would most like to serve with in 
combat. 

However, after serving a little more than 
three months in Fallujah, Corporal Watson’s 
time in Iraq was cut short when he was se-
verely injured by an IED while on a mission. 
He spent the next 17 months in various forms 
of recovery and rehabilitation. 

Corporal Watson received the respect and 
praise of his colleagues while serving in the 
military, and was named Marine of the Quarter 
for his actions in Iraq. Despite his injuries and 
substantial recovery time, he continues to 
serve his country and his fellow servicemen 
through his work with the Wounded Warrior 
Project. This organization seeks to empower 
injured veterans by spreading awareness and 
enlisting the aid of the public to meet the 
needs of men and women who have been in-
jured in service to their country. The Wounded 
Warrior project also helps severely injured 
service members aid and assist each other. 

Corporal Watson’s devotion to his country 
before, during, and after his time in Iraq is an 
example of true patriotism. I want to both rec-
ognize him and, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, thank him for his selfless service on 
the frontlines in Iraq and for his continued 
dedication to serving as a tireless advocate for 
our nation’s veterans. 

f 

HONORING JEAN SPRINGER 

HON. JEAN SCHMIDT 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 11, 2010 

Mrs. SCHMIDT. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize an American heroine and 
one of my constituents, Jean Springer. Jean 
was a twenty-two year old student at Adelphi 
University, who instead of thinking about 
studying and exams, began thinking about 
how she could help her country in the War ef-
fort. 

In 1943, Jean joined the newly formed 
Women Air Force Service Pilots or WASP 
Corps and began flying non-combat missions 
in support of the United States Army Air 
Forces. 

Jean grew up in Long Island, New York. 
She learned to fly on Long Island and began 
a lifelong love of flying. 

Jean and more than one-thousand other fe-
male pilots joined the Army Air Forces WASP 
Corps in an effort to free up their male coun-
terparts to fly combat missions in the war ef-
fort. At that time women pilots were prohibited 
from flying combat missions. Instead they flew 
missions to ferry military personnel, equipment 
and delivered new aircraft. 

Yesterday, the United States Congress hon-
ored these women by awarding them the Con-
gressional Gold Medal, a recognition that was 
long overdue. It wasn’t until 1977 that our na-
tion recognized these women for their military 
service. The WASP Corps was disbanded in 
1944. 

Jean relocated to Cincinnati over sixty years 
ago and is the retired Director of the Men’s 
Mercantile Library Association. She is a moth-
er of three and grandmother to four wonderful 
grandchildren, her family was present today to 
see her honored. 

Jean and the women of the Women Air 
Force Service Pilots Corp are true American 
Heros. I am extremely happy that today they 
were given the recognition they have long de-
served. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF GLEN KROHN 
FOR HIS YEARS OF SERVICE TO 
THE NEW LENOX FIRE PROTEC-
TION DISTRICT 

HON. DEBORAH L. HALVORSON 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 11, 2010 

Mrs. HALVORSON. Madam Speaker, on 
April 3, 2010, friends, family, and colleagues 
of Glen Krohn will gather to celebrate his 50 
years of service to the New Lenox Fire Protec-
tion District. Today I join the chorus of praise 
for Glen’s service. 

Glen, a 70 year resident of New Lenox, 
began his service to the New Lenox Fire Pro-
tection District on December 8, 1960. When 
he first began, Glen gave his time for little or 
no pay. His role in the fire department grew as 
he devoted additional time and effort for what 
he viewed as a great cause. 

Glen began his life of service to our country 
with three years in the US Army. He then 
began a half century of service to the New 
Lenox Fire Protection District. He has served 
as Lieutenant Engineer, Chief Engineer, and, 
since 1997, as Trustee. Glen has twice been 
awarded the honor of Firefighter of the Year. 
He is known to his colleagues as the historian 
of the fire district and is said to possess a 
heart of gold. 

Glen is also a loving grandfather, father, 
and husband. Glen and his wife, Doris, have 
been married for 56 years and have three chil-
dren and seven grandchildren. 

The 11th Congressional District of Illinois 
and the community of New Lenox owe Glen 
Krohn a debt of gratitude. I am proud to rep-
resent him and all the wonderful firefighters 
who serve the 11th District. I congratulate 
Glen on being honored by his colleagues and 
wish him continued success. 
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HONORING ARIZONA WESTERN 

COLLEGE FOR HISTORIC SOLAR 
ARRAY 

HON. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 11, 2010 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Arizona Western College, a 
community college in southwestern Arizona 
that serves over 13,000 full-time and part-time 
students in Yuma and La Paz Counties. Ari-
zona Western College, in collaboration with 
Arizona Public Service and Power Purchase 
Agreement Inc., will be establishing the largest 
array of solar energy panels of any college in 
the country. The total solar installation, which 
will be on the college’s main campus in Yuma, 
Arizona, will be 5 megawatts, generating 
enough energy to cover 100% of the college’s 
energy needs. 

The installation will also be a testing site for 
manufacturers around the world as well as the 
foundation for education and workforce devel-
opment in renewable energy technology. Ari-
zona Western College is in the process of de-
veloping curriculum in solar energy tech-
nology, ranging from occupational certificates 
to an associate’s degree program while plans 
to partner with university programs for bach-
elor and master’s degrees are also underway. 
The installation will not only provide a source 
of clean energy for the campus, but it will also 
help train the next generation of ‘‘green collar’’ 
professionals. While the solar array will most 
surely change the face of the local economy, 
it also has the potential to impact solar tech-
nology research and education on a national 
and global scale. By training individuals in 
these technologies and supporting techno-
logical advances in solar energy production, 
Arizona Western College is leading the way to 
a clean energy economy. 

Arizona Western College’s decision to enter 
this partnership will help reduce our country’s 
dependence on unsustainable fossil fuels, ac-
tions which I applaud. By investing in renew-
able energy technologies and research, Ari-
zona Western College will help make these 
technologies more affordable and readily avail-
able across America. Our country has been at 
the forefront of past technological revolutions, 
and with Arizona Western College spear-
heading the effort, America will be the leading 
innovator in solar energy technology. 

This project takes us one step closer to es-
tablishing a sustainable energy future. As a 
member of the House Committee on Natural 
Resources, I not only admire but also whole-
heartedly support Arizona Western College’s 
initiative to help lead the country in developing 
technologies that will help harness the power 
of the sun. 

f 

SARA PLATT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 11, 2010 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Sara Platt. Sara is a very 

special young woman who has exemplified the 
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by 
taking an active part in the Girl Scouts of the 
USA and earning the high honor of the Gold 
Award. 

Sara’s outstanding achievement reflects her 
hard work and dedication. Sara has exhibited 
unique and creative examples of service that 
have made a difference in her community. I 
am confident that she will continue to hold 
herself to the highest standards in the future. 
This is an accomplishment for which Sara can 
take pride in for the rest of her life. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Sara Platt for her accom-
plishments with the Girl Scouts of the USA 
and for her efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of the Gold Award. 

f 

CONGRATULATING JOHN D. 
MCCARTHY WHO WAS NAMED 
MAN OF THE YEAR BY THE 
WILKES-BARRE FRIENDLY SONS 
OF ST. PATRICK 

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 11, 2010 

Mr. KANJORSKI. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to ask you and my esteemed colleagues 
in the House of Representatives to pay tribute 
to John D. McCarthy, who was named ‘‘Man 
of the Year’’ by the Wilkes-Barre Friendly 
Sons of St. Patrick. 

Born in Wilkes-Barre, June 19, 1935, Mr. 
McCarthy graduated from St. Mary’s High 
School and King’s College where he earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree in business ad-
ministration. 

Mr. McCarthy is chairman of the board of 
McCarthy Tire Service Company, Inc., one of 
the largest tire distributorships in North Amer-
ica and also Chairman of the Board of McCar-
thy Realty, Inc. 

Mr. McCarthy has, for many years, left an 
indelible and positive imprint on many groups 
and organizations in the Greater Wyoming 
Valley. He served on the boards of directors of 
the Wyoming Valley Health Care Systems, 
Inc., Pennsylvania American Water Company, 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Continental Bank and 
the Wilkes-Barre Housing Authority. 

He served as chairman of the board at the 
Wyoming Valley Health Care System and at 
the Wilkes-Barre Housing Authority. 

A member of the Fox Hill Country Club, he 
is also a member of the Knights of Columbus, 
Fourth Degree. 

Mr. McCarthy was awarded the ‘‘Citizen of 
the Year’’ by the Wilkes-Bane Lions Club and 
‘‘Small Businessman of the Year’’ by the 
Wilkes-Barre Chamber of Commerce. 

Mr. McCarthy is married to the former 
Cecelia M. Corgan and they are the parents of 
Mary Ellen Horn, Kathleen Lambert and John 
D. McCarthy Jr. They also have seven grand-
children. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating Mr. McCarthy on this auspicious 
occasion. His extraordinary service to the 
community and his personal example has 
been inspirational to many. The contribution 

he has made has greatly enhanced the quality 
of life throughout the region and has earned 
him widespread respect and admiration. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JIM JORDAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 11, 2010 

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, I 
was absent from the House Floor during Tues-
day evening’s three rollcall votes. 

Had I been present, I would have voted in 
favor of H. Res. 1069 and H. Res. 935, and 
against H.R. 3650. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CALIFORNIA CHIEF 
JUSTICE RONALD GEORGE ON 
THE OCCASION OF HIS 70TH 
BIRTHDAY 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 11, 2010 

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the Chief Justice of California Su-
preme Court, Ronald Marc George on the oc-
casion of his 70th birthday and to thank him 
for his years of extraordinary public service to 
the people of California and beyond. 

Chief Justice George is married to his be-
loved wife, Barbara and they have three chil-
dren . . . Eric, Andrew and Chris, and two 
grandchildren, Charlotte and Maya, daughters 
of Chris and his wife Rebecca. 

Born on March 11, 1940, Chief Justice 
George received his A.B. from Princeton Uni-
versity’s Woodrow Wilson School of Public 
and International Affairs in 1961, and a J.D. 
from Stanford University in 1964. Currently 
serving as the 27th Chief Justice of California, 
he heads the Supreme Court of California as 
well as the Judicial Council of California. 

Chief Justice George has had a long and 
distinguished career. He was appointed to the 
Supreme Court of California in 1991 by Gov-
ernor Pete Wilson after serving on the bench 
in the Los Angeles Municipal Court, the Los 
Angeles Superior Court and on the Court of 
Appeals. He also served as Deputy Attorney 
General in the California Department of Jus-
tice where he prepared six oral arguments and 
briefs for the U.S. Supreme Court. 

Chief Justice George served as the Presi-
dent of the Conference of Chief Justices, 
Chair of the Board of Directors in the National 
Center for State Courts, President of the Cali-
fornia Judges Association, as well as many 
other activities and associations outside his 
work on the bench. He has been honored by 
numerous organizations including the Con-
sumer Attorneys’ Association of Los Angeles’ 
Roger J. Traynor Memorial Award in 2009, the 
Bar Association of San Francisco’s Champion 
of Justice Award in 2008, the American Bar 
Association’s John Marshall Award in 2007 
and the Legal Writing Institute’s Golden Pen 
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