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Award in 2007. His accomplishments and rec-
ognitions are simply too many to name. In ad-
dition to his judicial commitments and volun-
teer activities, he takes time to lecture at nu-
merous judicial education programs, law 
schools and events around the country to 
share his experience and legal expertise. 

Madam Speaker, I ask the entire House of 
Representatives to join me in offering our best 
wishes to Chief Justice Ronald George on the 
very special occasion of his 70th birthday, and 
extend our gratitude for his integrity, his love 
of the Constitution and his exemplary leader-
ship which strengthens California’s judicial 
system and our nation as well. 

f 

RECOGNITION FOR THE 2010 
TUCSON FESTIVAL OF BOOKS 

HON. GABRIELLE GIFFORDS 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 11, 2010 

Ms. GIFFORDS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the 2010 Tucson Festival 
of Books, which will be held at the University 
of Arizona on March 13 and 14. 

The Tucson Festival of Books is a celebra-
tion of literacy and an opportunity for those of 
us who cherish books to meet the men and 
women who write them. It is, ultimately, a 
community’s recognition of the great value we 
place on the written word. 

As the proud home of the University of Ari-
zona, Tucson is the ideal place for a festival 
of books. The Festival brings together more 
than 450 authors and presenters who will 
speak about their work, sign their books and 
answer questions about their craft. 

Now in its second year, the Tucson Festival 
of Books will have writing workshops and 
competitions, panel presentations, children’s 
activities, storytelling, artists and musicians. 
The Festival truly provides something for read-
ers of all ages. In 2009 more than 50,000 peo-
ple attended the Festival and an even larger 
turn out is expected this year. Clearly the peo-
ple of Southern Arizona have a strong love of 
books and reading. 

As much fun and informative as the Festival 
will be, it also serves a larger purpose. I be-
lieve that the Tucson Festival of Books can 
help us improve literacy and encourage young 
people to expand their knowledge of the 
world. It is a reminder of how essential books 
and the information they impart are to our so-
ciety and to our form of government. In 2009, 
the Festival raised $200,000, which was dis-
tributed to agencies providing literacy services 
in Tucson. 

‘‘Once you learn to read,’’ Frederick Doug-
lass told us, ‘‘you will be forever free.’’ The 
Tucson Festival of Books plays an important 
role in fulfilling that promise. 

The 2010 Tucson Festival of Books is spon-
sored by the University of Arizona, the Arizona 
Daily Star and The Diamond Children’s Med-
ical Center. 

The Festival is organized and run by the 
Tucson Festival of Books Foundation, a non- 
profit organization. It was founded by Bill 
Viner, President of the Foundation Board of 
Directors. He is joined in this labor of love by 

Board Vice Presidents Frank Farias and John 
M. Humenik, Treasurer Bruce Beach and Sec-
retary Brenda Viner. The Festival would not be 
possible without their hard work and dedica-
tion and the efforts of many volunteers. On 
behalf of a grateful community I thank and 
commend them for bringing us this incredible 
gift. 
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IN MEMORY OF CROSWELL FIRE 
CHIEF THOMAS A. DICKENSHEETS 

HON. CANDICE S. MILLER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 11, 2010 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Madam Speaker, 
I come to the floor today to honor and remem-
ber the life of Thomas A. Dickensheets. Sadly, 
at just the age of 55 years old, he unexpect-
edly died on Sunday, March 7th, 2010. I offer 
my deepest sympathy and condolences to his 
family, friends and colleagues from the City of 
Croswell. I know this is an extremely difficult 
time as they mourn his passing, but hopefully 
they can find comfort and solace and eventu-
ally start the healing process. 

Tom was a loyal and dedicated employee 
for the City of Croswell. He served his com-
munity with great pride and enthusiasm while 
performing numerous functions in many dif-
ferent capacities. He worked for the Croswell 
Department of Public Works (DPW) for 25 
years, serving as the Superintendent for 11 
years as well as the City’s Zoning Adminis-
trator and Cemetery Sexton. 

In addition, he achieved 34 years of service 
as a Volunteer Fireman and was the Chief for 
the past 22 years. His knowledge, expertise, 
and commitment to the safety and security of 
this community will be significantly missed. He 
dedicated his life to protecting property and 
saving lives. Instead of running away from a 
threat, Chief Dickensheets hurried to the fire-
house to throw on his gear and race towards 
the emergency and danger that awaited him. 
That is an admirable characteristic that many 
would not choose to pursue on a daily basis 
and as a profession. There is no doubt his im-
peccable integrity has created a void through-
out Sanilac County, the 10th Congressional 
District and the State of Michigan. He truly 
was an outstanding person. 

Chief Dickensheets’ life demonstrates a 
consistent pattern of going above and beyond 
the required call of duty. He served his com-
munity through numerous roles such as the 
City of Croswell Emergency Management, 
Sanilac County 911 Committee Member, and 
President of the Sanilac County Firemen’s As-
sociation, President of the Sanilac County Po-
lice Firemen Field Day Association, Regional 
Homeland Security Committee Member, and a 
Sanilac County Fire Training Committee Mem-
ber. These are just some of the leadership 
roles Tom pursued during his tenure with the 
city. 

I cannot imagine how heart-breaking this 
time is for the family of Mr. Dickensheets and 
the City of Croswell. Tom was an inspirational 
leader and a wonderful man. He loved his 
family, community and country very much. He 
always strived to improve the world around 

him and the fire department he served so 
proudly. Without question, he will be severely 
missed but definitely not forgotten. 

In closing, it is an honor to have an oppor-
tunity to recognize his lifetime of achievements 
and offer my sincere gratitude and thanks for 
his service. My thoughts and prayers go out to 
all of those who knew Chief Dickensheets. 
May he rest in peace and receive eternal rest. 
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MICAH PROCTOR 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 11, 2010 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Micah Proctor. Micah is a 
very special young woman who has exempli-
fied the finest qualities of citizenship and lead-
ership by taking an active part in the Girl 
Scouts of the USA and earning the high honor 
of the Gold Award. 

Micah’s outstanding achievement reflects 
her hard work and dedication. Micah has ex-
hibited unique and creative examples of serv-
ice that have made a difference in her com-
munity. I am confident that she will continue to 
hold herself to the highest standards in the fu-
ture. This is an accomplishment for which 
Micah can take pride in for the rest of her life. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Micah Proctor for her ac-
complishments with the Girl Scouts of the 
USA and for her efforts put forth in achieving 
the highest distinction of the Gold Award. 
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MOURNING THE PASSING OF JON 
JONES 

HON. JANE HARMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 11, 2010 

Ms. HARMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to mourn the passing of my friend Jon Jones, 
the Vice President of Raytheon Company and 
President of Raytheon Space and Airborne 
Systems (SAS)—and to celebrate his life. 

Jon was a single father with sole custody of 
his two beloved daughters. He was a proud 
family man and was pleased to see them grow 
successfully into adulthood—Alexis, a nurse 
practitioner who does research at USC, and 
Ashley, a student at the University of Arizona. 
He was looking forward to Alexis’ wedding in 
May. 

Jon led a life devoted to others. In addition 
to supporting numerous veterans’ charities 
and causes, Jon is remembered for his au-
thenticity, his even temper, and the kindness 
with which he treated others. 

He was a proud native of California and a 
true Bruins fan serving on the Dean’s Advisory 
Council at UCLA School of Engineering, 
where he was scheduled to give the com-
mencement address in May. 

He was Raytheon Executive Diversity 
Champion and throughout his career served 
as a model for inclusion and embracing di-
verse viewpoints to solve some of our nation’s 
most difficult technology challenges. 
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