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I was delayed in a health care discus-
sion and meeting, which caused me to 
miss rollcall vote 102 of article I of H. 
Res. 1031, the impeachment resolution. 

Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

f 

PERMISSION FOR MEMBER TO BE 
CONSIDERED AS FIRST SPONSOR 
OF H.R. 562 

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that I may here-
after be considered to be the first spon-
sor of H.R. 562, a bill originally intro-
duced by Representative Neil Aber-
crombie of Hawaii, for the purposes of 
adding cosponsors and requesting 
reprintings pursuant to clause 7 of rule 
XII. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Nevada? 

There was no objection. 

f 

PERMISSION FOR MEMBER TO BE 
CONSIDERED AS FIRST SPONSOR 
OF H.R. 3333 

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that I may here-
after be considered to be the first spon-
sor of H.R. 3333, a bill originally intro-
duced by Representative Neil Aber-
crombie of Hawaii, for the purposes of 
adding cosponsors and requesting 
reprintings pursuant to clause 7 of rule 
XII. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Nevada? 

There was no objection. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 

(Mr. CANTOR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CANTOR. Madam Speaker, I 
yield to the gentleman from Maryland, 
the majority leader, for the purposes of 
announcing next week’s schedule. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank my friend, the 
Republican whip, for yielding. 

Madam Speaker, on Monday the 
House will meet at 12:30 p.m. for morn-
ing-hour debate and at 2 p.m. for legis-
lative business, with votes postponed 
until 6:30 p.m. On Tuesday the House 
will meet at 10:30 a.m. for morning- 
hour debate and 12 p.m. for legislative 
business. On Wednesday and Thursday, 
the House will meet at 10 a.m. for legis-
lative business. On Friday, the House 
will meet at 9 a.m. for legislative busi-
ness. 

We will consider several bills under 
suspension of the rules, including a 
number of bills focused on improving 
government operations: the Plain Lan-
guage Act, H.R. 946, by Representative 
BRALEY; H.R. 4720, Taking Responsi-
bility for Congressional Pay Act, by 
Representative KIRKPATRICK of Ari-

zona. A complete list of suspension 
bills will be announced by the close of 
business today, as is the custom. 

In addition, we will consider further 
action on H.R. 1586, the FAA Air Trans-
portation Modernization and Safety 
Improvement Act. Further action on 
the jobs agenda is possible, and further 
action on health care legislation is also 
possible. 

b 1130 
Mr. CANTOR. I thank the gentleman. 
Madam Speaker, I think it has been 

well reported that the majority plans 
to try to use the reconciliation process 
to ram a health care bill through this 
House and the one across the Capitol, 
and we also know from the reports that 
it is imperative that this House and 
the House majority and members of the 
majority must first pass the Senate’s 
health care bill before any other action 
on a reconciliation measure is taken. 
The gentleman has announced, Madam 
Speaker, that all this will take place 
next week. 

I wonder if the gentleman could give 
us a little bit more clarity as to the 
schedule and perhaps the need for 
Members to keep their schedules flexi-
ble through the weekend. 

Mr. HOYER. First, let me say that no 
matter how often the gentleman and 
his colleagues want to say so, that we 
are going to ‘‘ram through’’ something, 
no matter how many times the press 
and public may be misled by that as-
sertion, we are not ramming through 
anything, I tell my friend. 

We are following the rules of the 
House and following the rules of the 
Senate that have been decades in exist-
ence, which, when they have been used, 
72 percent of the time they have been 
used, 72 percent of the time they have 
been used, I tell my friend, your party 
used them. They are the rules, and we 
are going to follow the rules. 

Both bills that are pending before the 
Congress of the United States have 
been passed with a majority, and, in 
fact, the Senate bill was passed by a 60 
percent majority, I tell my friend, not 
rammed through, after a full year of 
debate and discussion, scores of hear-
ings, hundreds of witnesses, and thou-
sands of hours of consideration. 

I tell my friend that you can say we 
are ramming something through as 
much as you want and it will not make 
it true, no matter how often it is said 
by your side of the aisle, who, in my 
opinion, wants simply to stop the legis-
lation in its tracks. 

I tell my friend that we are going to 
be in the regular order, as we have been 
on these bills since they were intro-
duced. We are going to be in the reg-
ular order in terms of considering the 
passage of bills that have received ma-
jorities in both Houses. As I say again, 
the Senate bill has received a 60 per-
cent majority in its House. 

Now, the American public, frankly, I 
expect when we vote on bills, they ex-

pect things to pass by majority vote. 
They do here. They unfortunately 
don’t in the other body. So you can 
have 59 percent, as we had in the 
House, to give children health care, 
and children don’t get health care. 

So I say to my friend, as I said, the 
expectation is we will consider passing 
health care legislation this coming 
week. We think it is long overdue. We 
expect the Budget Committee to mark 
up a reconciliation bill, as the com-
mittee did when the Republicans were 
in charge on 16 occasions out of the 22 
that reconciliation has been used, 72 
percent of the time, as I want to reit-
erate; because I, frankly, get a little 
impatient with this assertion that 
somehow a process that you utilized 72 
percent of the times it has been uti-
lized, which means we used it 28 per-
cent, that somehow now when we are 
using it, it is somehow now not con-
sistent with the rules. My friend knows 
it is consistent with the rules, and we 
are pursuing that process. 

The committee, I expect, will mark 
up on Monday. I expect thereafter the 
Rules Committee to meet, as is con-
sistent with the rules, to prepare a rec-
onciliation bill and to report it to this 
floor. I expect them to report a rule to 
consider that reconciliation bill, and I 
expect that reconciliation bill to be 
considered. 

Mr. CANTOR. I thank the gentleman. 
Madam Speaker, all I asked was 

whether the Members should be pre-
pared to be here over the weekend. 

Mr. HOYER. No, you said a number 
of things before that which I was re-
sponding to. But, yes, Members should 
prepare to be here next weekend. 

Mr. CANTOR. I thank the gentleman. 
Madam Speaker, without having to 

delve back into the debate on what 
makes this health care bill different 
than the other times reconciliation 
was used, I think the American people 
are those that see the obvious. 

But I would ask the gentleman, since 
he says we will be employing regular 
order here in response to the Presi-
dent’s request that there be an up-or- 
down vote in this House, could the gen-
tleman give us some enlightenment as 
to the suggestion surrounding some-
thing called the ‘‘Slaughter solution’’ 
and whether, in fact, Members can 
have an up-or-down vote, clean up-or- 
down vote on this bill, or whether 
there will be some procedural maneu-
vering, self-executing rule deeming the 
Senate bill passed? If he could give us 
some indication of what we may be 
able to expect next week. 

Mr. HOYER. Of course, as the gen-
tleman knows, the gentleman’s party 
has used that process as well, as I am 
sure the gentleman knows. But, in any 
event, we will follow the rules. We will 
have a vote on the rule, consistent 
with the rules. 

I have not talked to the chairwoman 
of the Rules Committee at this point in 
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