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offended people across America, not be-
cause it advantaged Nebraska, but be-
cause it advantaged Nebraska un-
equally. 

I think the gentleman is going to be 
pleased that Nebraska will be treated 
like every other State; and, in fact, 
every other State will be advantaged to 
the same extent that the Senator 
wanted to make sure that Nebraska 
was advantaged. But the Nebraska pro-
vision to which the gentleman speaks, 
and which all of us have felt was inap-
propriate, will be changed. 

Mr. CANTOR. I thank the gentleman. 
In closing, Madam Speaker, I look 

forward to working with the gentleman 
in trying to refocus the issue of this 
House on getting Americans back to 
work. And the gentleman did indicate 
that there will be further action in 
what he is calling a ‘‘jobs agenda.’’ Cer-
tainly that didn’t happen today, as we 
are here already having finished the 
legislative business of the day and only 
having considered a bill dealing with 
algae. 

I only mention this because 52 per-
cent of Americans do think that jobs 
and the economy are the Nation’s top 
issue; and, by contrast, only 13 percent 
of Americans think that health care is 
our Nation’s top priority. This was ac-
cording to a CBS-New York Times poll. 

So I do thank the gentleman for his 
willingness, hopefully, to get back to 
the question of how we get America 
back to work. 

Mr. HOYER. Will the gentleman 
yield? 

Mr. CANTOR. I yield. 
Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman 

for yielding. 
First of all, let me say to the gen-

tleman from Virginia that Maryland 
and Virginia and a lot of other States 
think the bill we passed through this 
House on algae is critically important 
to the health of the Chesapeake Bay. 
I’m sure the gentleman shares that 
view with me, a critically important 
bill for the health of our bay and its es-
tuaries. I happen to live on a river, the 
Patuxent River, and the gentleman’s 
State feels the Chesapeake Bay is a 
major asset of his, as well and of his 
State. So I know that he is pleased 
that we passed that bill. It was an im-
portant bill. 

We are here trying to make sure that 
we have the time to get ready to pass 
a major historic piece of legislation 
that Teddy Roosevelt set us on the 
path to accomplish over a century ago 
so that we have accomplished, I think, 
a significant piece of legislation today. 

Let me say that in addition to that, 
we believe the jobs agenda is very im-
portant. We passed a bill through here 
last week. The Senate passed a bill 
over to us. We are in the process of 
considering those bills. And I want to 
say to the gentleman that I share his 
view, that we look forward to working 
together to try to get Americans back 
to work. 

I won’t go through the litany of how 
we got here. The gentleman has heard 
it before. But I will tell the gentleman 
this part of it, that in 4 months of the 
last administration, as he well knows, 
we lost over 700,000 jobs per month. 
During the last 4 months here, we have 
lost 27,000 jobs per month. That is a 95 
percent reduction in the loss of jobs. 
Surely anybody who is fair-minded will 
say that is progress. It is not success. 
We need to create jobs. We have lost 8 
million jobs over the last 2 years. 

People are hurting in America. Fami-
lies are hurting in America. We need to 
get people back to work. We are going 
to keep continuing to make sure that 
when they can’t find a job because they 
are not available that they don’t go 
hungry, that they can support them-
selves and their families, not to the 
level that they would if they were 
working, but certainly support them-
selves in a way that we think is hu-
manitarian. So those are included in 
those bills, as the gentleman knows. 

I will tell the gentleman that we feel 
keenly the pain of the American public 
confronting this historic great reces-
sion, the deepest recession that we 
have seen in 75 years. The gentleman 
knows that in the decade of the 1990s, 
we saw the best economy that you and 
I have seen in our lifetime, and I, of 
course, am very substantially older 
than you are. That is an admission 
against interest, but it nevertheless is 
true. So I will yield back to the gen-
tleman saying we share your view. We 
want to continue to work on this jobs 
agenda. 

b 1200 
Mr. CANTOR. I thank the gentleman 

for his view of history. I also would 
like to say to the gentleman, Madam 
Speaker, I share his commitment to 
the preservation of the Chesapeake 
Bay. I do, however, think that the 
American people are most interested in 
seeing us get back to the business of fo-
cusing on the economy. That is why I 
raised the issue of our being here 
today, not doing anything today to 
promote job creation. 

And as far as any quarrel we may 
have with history as to why we got or 
how we got to where we are today, I 
would just like to quote to the gen-
tleman in closing Winston Churchill’s 
speech to the House of Commons June 
18, 1940. And he said, ‘‘Of this I’m quite 
sure, that if we open a quarrel between 
the past and the present, we shall find 
that we have lost the future.’’ 

And with that, Madam Speaker, I 
yield back. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, 
MARCH 15, 2010 

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at 12:30 p.m. on Monday next for 
morning-hour debate. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland? 

There was no objection. 
f 

VIRTUAL COLONOSCOPIES AND 
MEDICARE 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, the President just had 
a physical and is apparently very 
healthy. Among the tests he had was a 
virtual colonoscopy to screen for 
colorectal cancer. A virtual 
colonoscopy employs x ray technology 
that produces a three-dimensional 
image of the entire colorectal struc-
ture. However, it is much less invasive 
and does not require sedation that is 
often needed for a standard 
colonoscopy. 

I bring this up because the Centers 
for Medicare & Medicaid Services have 
denied coverage of this procedure for 
seniors enrolled in Medicare. 
Colorectal cancer is the third most di-
agnosed cancer among men and women 
in the United States and the second 
leading cause of cancer death, despite 
having a 90 percent cure rate when de-
tected early. Many insurers like An-
them Blue Cross-Blue Shield and 
CIGNA cover this virtual procedure but 
not Medicare. 

The National Cancer Institute 
Colorectal Cancer Progress Review 
Group predicts that the minimal 
invasiveness and lower cost of this pro-
cedure could attract more people to be 
screened, with the possibility of saving 
20,000 lives annually. The President has 
set an example. The American Cancer 
Society recommends it. Medicare 
should cover it as a provided procedure. 

f 

RESPECT FOR OUR DIPLOMATIC 
GUESTS 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I have served on the Home-
land Security Committee, tragically, 
since the occurrences of 9/11, and I 
want to congratulate this Nation for 
moving toward securing its people in a 
way that balances civil liberties and as 
well recognizes our responsibilities. 

As the chairwoman of the Transpor-
tation Security Committee, I want to 
acknowledge that in looking at how we 
treat our guests that come from other 
countries, we should always continue 
to review those circumstances. Just a 
few days ago, our guests from Paki-
stan, Pakistani parliamentarians, were 
traveling through our airport and were 
detained and asked a number of ques-
tions even though they were traveling 
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