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My question to the President is—What do 

we do with all the waste currently being stored 
at the 109 nuclear sites around the nation? 
This blue label commission the President has 
created is going to take years to develop a 
process and a path forward, when we’ve al-
ready spent billions of dollars and many years 
developing a state of the art facility that could 
accept waste in the next few years. 

Because the government’s plan was to take 
care of the material after the Yucca Mountain 
facility was completed, the utility companies 
paid the federal government to care for this 
waste, but as a result of the government’s fail-
ure to take the waste, the utilities have re-
cently been filing lawsuits against the govern-
ment to recoup costs associated with having 
to store the waste at their own plant sites. 

Additionally, two attorney generals—Wash-
ington State and North Carolina—have filed 
lawsuits against the federal government. 

A number of court cases have ruled that the 
Department of Energy is liable for the cost of 
keeping the waste because of a breach of 
contract. How much is at stake is anyone’s 
guess, but the industry has put the number as 
high as $56 billion. 

Nuclear power is essential to our energy 
portfolio, which at this point in time is very im-
portant to Americans. We simply cannot afford 
to do without nuclear power. 

I urge the House of Representatives to tell 
President Obama to stop playing politics with 
out nation’s energy future and finish Yucca 
Mountain to ensure that Nuclear Power con-
tinues to create jobs and provide electricity. 
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TRIBUTE TO CONGRESSMAN JACK 
MURTHA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to 
a fallen hero, my friend, the late Con-
gressman John Murtha. During the 
time of his memorial services and the 
special order hour that was rendered on 
this floor, my statements were not able 
to be submitted because I wanted to 
speak directly on the floor in his 
honor. 

John Murtha was of course a hus-
band, a father, a loved one, a Marine, 
and a patriot. What we loved most 
about John Murtha was his love for the 
United States military, unwavering 
and always steadfast. He was a family 
man that loved his family, and a 
Congressperson that loved his people. 
Those he represented were so very im-
portant in his mind and in his heart. 

He came to this floor and to this 
House tall and recently from battle, 
having served in the Vietnam war on 
several occasions, knowing what it is 
to have been shot at and to be in battle 
on behalf of your Nation. That true les-
son gave him a cause for life, and the 
cause for life was to be able to fight for 
the men and women of the United 
States military. 

But he did not stop there. As the 
chairman of the Subcommittee on De-

fense on the Appropriations Com-
mittee, he fought for the families of 
the United States military, the wives 
and husbands and the children. He 
fought for a better quality of life in 
health care and housing. He fought for 
better standards, if you will. And yes, 
he recognized the importance of leave 
time, R & R coming out of battle. And 
there was no greater champion during 
the midst of the Iraq war, the most re-
cent war, who fought to give relief to 
the soldiers on the battlefield who were 
doing tours of duty one after another. 

He was a man of courage. He didn’t 
step away from a fight. But he also was 
a friend. And if he gave you his word, 
he would fight on behalf of your con-
stituents as he would fight on behalf of 
his. In fact, Mr. Speaker, he was an 
American’s American, all-American. 
And if it had something to do with 
bettering the lives of Americans, you 
can be assured John Murtha was there. 

He took a very tough stand just a few 
years ago. The eyes of those who knew 
him as a champion of the military 
fighting for their cause, standing 
alongside of them, wondered what hap-
pened when he stood up with his elo-
quent voice, steady voice, and spoke 
about the Iraq war, calling for the sol-
diers to come home. That is courage, 
because he had been a supporter of that 
war. But he saw it crumbling before his 
eyes. 

Oh, yes, there has been an election 
over the last couple of days, but we al-
ways wonder what direction and how 
we could have handled it differently so 
that the lives that were laid down did 
not have to be laid down in a war in 
Iraq. The champion for the military 
saw that there was a crack in the sys-
tem, and he chose to speak eloquently 
about it. 

I miss John Murtha. This body 
misses John Murtha, Democrats and 
Republicans. America misses John 
Murtha. But the one good news about 
John Murtha’s life is that his legacy 
will live on forever and ever and ever. 
I thank him for serving, for living. And 
to his family, God bless you, and may 
he rest in peace. 

Mr. Speaker, I will submit a state-
ment into the RECORD next week that 
will also speak to the qualities and the 
honor of John Murtha, the late Con-
gressman from Pennsylvania. 

f 

YUCCA MOUNTAIN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Nevada (Ms. BERKLEY) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. BERKLEY. I was in the doctor’s 
office a moment ago, and I had the op-
portunity to be watching C–SPAN and 
listen to what the gentleman from 
Kentucky said about Yucca Mountain. 
I just thought I better come down here 
and set the record straight, because ob-
viously my esteemed colleague from 

Kentucky doesn’t know the Yucca 
Mountain issue very well. So with this 
5 minutes I would like to help en-
lighten him and the rest of my col-
leagues. 

The State of Nevada is opposed to 
storing this Nation’s nuclear waste at 
Yucca Mountain, Nevada. President 
Obama pulled the plug because, and 
only because there is no scientific evi-
dence, and there never has been, that 
Yucca Mountain can safely store thou-
sands and thousands of tons of toxic ra-
dioactive nuclear waste within the 
Yucca Mountain complex. And let me 
tell you why, Mr. Speaker. 

At Yucca Mountain we have discov-
ered there are groundwater issues, seis-
mic activity, volcanic activity. To re-
fresh everybody’s memory, the EPA, 
Environmental Protection Agency, had 
a radiation standard of 10,000 years, 
where they wanted to be able to safely 
store this Nation’s nuclear waste, 
thousands and thousands of tons of ra-
dioactive material, for 10,000 years. 
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The U.S. Court of Appeals overthrew 
that radiation standard, and let me 
share with you why: Because they de-
termined, based on scientific evidence, 
that the radiation standard should be 
300,000 years because that is when radi-
ation reaches its peak. So the 10,000- 
year radiation standard was thrown 
out by the U.S. Court of Appeals, and 
they could never figure out how to 
come up with a radiation standard that 
tracks with the scientific evidence. 

There is no way to safely transport 
radioactive nuclear waste across 43 
States in order to be buried in a hole in 
the Nevada desert where, I remind you, 
we have groundwater problems, seismic 
activity, and volcanic activity. There 
are no canisters that currently exist— 
they do not exist—that can safely 
transport and store nuclear waste; not 
in Yucca Mountain, not anywhere. 

We had better figure out as a Nation, 
before we start building more nuclear 
power plants that create more nuclear 
waste, what we are going to do with 
the by-product of nuclear energy, 
which is the nuclear waste. 

This country has been single focused, 
and the people of Nevada have said 
year after year, decade after decade, we 
are not the answer. We don’t want to 
be this Nation’s garbage dump for this 
Nation’s nuclear waste. 

We do not produce one nanogram, not 
one speck of energy using nuclear in 
the State of Nevada, so why should we 
be accepting everybody’s nuclear 
waste. If you have a nuclear power 
plant in your district, in your State, 
then that is fine. You figure out what 
you are going to do with the nuclear 
waste that is produced by creating nu-
clear energy. 

The idea that Nevada should be the 
repository, and some people call it the 
suppository, for nuclear waste in this 
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