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I also congratulate Travis Jayner on winning 

the bronze medal in the 5000 meter relay for 
short track speed skating. Travis trains in Mid-
land, Michigan. On Friday, February 26, Travis 
won his first Olympic medal when the Amer-
ican speed skating team crossed the finish 
line in 6:44.498. The 2010 Olympics were his 
first, but Travis has a long record of speed 
skating accomplishments: he was the 500 
meter National Champion in 2008–09, he won 
bronze at the 2007 and 2009 World Team 
Championships, and won two gold medals in 
the relay at World Cup 5. Travis has become 
a versatile athlete competing in 500m, 1000m, 
1500m, 3000m and 5000m relay teams. He 
got his start on the ice at the age of 5, after 
the encouragement and support of his father, 
who was also a speed skater. 

Today I wish to congratulate Ryan Bedford 
and Travis Jayner for their participation in the 
2010 Winter Olympics as true Olympians and 
athletes my district and our country can be 
proud to cheer for. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE LATE 
STUART DUNNINGS, JR. 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 12, 2010 

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Madam Speaker, 
I rise to honor the accomplishments of the late 
Stuart Dunnings, Jr., the first African-American 
attorney to practice law in Michigan’s Capitol 
City of Lansing, and founder in 1950 of the 
city’s first African-American owned law firm. 

Mr. Dunnings, who passed away March 10, 
2010, at age 85, was a champion of minorities 
from the beginning. President of the Lansing 
Chapter of the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People in 1951, he had 
been involved in the civil rights movement for 
half a century. He led the fight to get Lansing 
schools to hire more black teachers and suc-
cessfully represented a Detroit basketball 
team’s black student athletes when they were 
refused hotel rooms while in a Lansing tour-
nament. 

Mr. Dunnings was co-counsel in school de-
segregation lawsuits in several Michigan cities, 
and served on civil rights committees and in 
lawsuits seeking equality for minorities. 

In 1992 he was honored by the Michigan 
State Bar Association as the ‘‘Champion of 
Justice.’’ He was inducted into the National 
Bar Association Hall of Fame. 

Mr. Dunnings and his late wife Janet had 
four children: Stuart III, Steven, Susan and 
Shauna. All four have law degrees, and one of 
eight grandchildren is attending law school. 
Stuart III is the Ingham County Prosecutor. 

Born in Staunton, Virginia, Mr. Dunnings 
graduated from Lincoln University, then from 
the University of Michigan Law School. During 
college, he hitchhiked back and forth to the 
east coast to visit family and seek employment 
in places like Washington, D.C. before open-
ing his Lansing practice. He often hitchhiked 
to the courthouse in Mason when his cases 
were before the court. 

Facing the challenges of being the city’s first 
black attorney, Mr. Dunnings practiced law 

until mid-afternoon, worked the Oldsmobile 
evening shift on the fender line, and spent 
weekends cleaning his office building to sup-
port himself and his family. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring the late Stuart Dunnings, Jr., 
a man whose hard work, family commitment, 
and community spirit represent all that is good 
about our great nation and its people. Mr. 
Dunnings is truly deserving of our respect and 
admiration. 

f 

HAITI CHILDREN PROJECT 
FOUNDER S. WADE MCGUINN 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 12, 2010 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, S. Wade McGuinn, who has an ex-
tensive record of helping the people of Haiti, 
is a member of the Home Builders Association 
of Greater Columbia and is founder and Presi-
dent of McGuinn Construction Management, 
Inc, and Custom Home Construction Manage-
ment Systems, Inc (MCM and CHCMS). 
McGuinn’s Construction, which serves as the 
only full service residential construction man-
agement firm in the Midlands, has constructed 
1,700 custom homes. He has built more 
homes in Columbia’s metropolitan area than 
any other custom homebuilder in Columbia. 

Taking his business success to the next 
level, Wade has six land development 
projects—four of which have shattered sales 
records. All of the companies under Mr. 
McGuinn’s business umbrella have overall 
sales exceeding 12 million dollars annually. 

What is most captivating is what Wade has 
chosen to do with all of this success. He has 
led several overseas mission trips to Haiti, 
Mexico, Honduras, and Cuba, serving as a 
construction team leader for the United Meth-
odist Volunteers in Missions. Known as ‘‘Fa-
ther Wade’’ to children at a Haitian orphanage, 
Wade and his wife, Janet, have solely sup-
ported an orphanage comprised of 29 children 
and seven staff members. 

Wade founded the Haiti Children Project 
with the purpose of providing food, shelter, 
clothing, health care and education through 
sponsorship, donations, and love. After the re-
cent devastating earthquake in Haiti, Wade 
encouraged his fellow members in the Home 
Builders Association of Greater Columbia 
(HBA) to hold a charitable fundraiser for the 
Haiti Children project. Over 200 HBA mem-
bers and their guests attended the event, rais-
ing over $10,000 to send to help the children 
in Haiti. 

I want to thank Wade and Janet for their 
selfless contributions in South Carolina and 
across the globe, especially Haiti in its time of 
extraordinary crisis. 

TRIBUTE TO FALLEN OFFICERS 

HON. DEVIN NUNES 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 12, 2010 

Mr. NUNES. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
on behalf of myself and my colleagues 
GEORGE RADANOVICH and JIM COSTA, to ex-
tend my deepest condolences to the family 
and friends of Javier Bejar and Joel 
Wahlenmaier, who recently died in the line of 
duty in Minkler, California. 

On February 25, 2010, Fresno County Dep-
uty Sheriffs Wahlenmaier and Mark Harris 
were ambushed and shot while attempting to 
serve a search warrant. Sadly, Deputy 
Wahlenmaier died a short time later that day 
and Reedley Police Officer Bejar, who was 
critically wounded while providing backup, died 
on Monday, March 1. 

Words are insufficient to convey the depth 
of pain and loss felt by the families, friends, 
and colleagues of these brave men. They dis-
played enormous courage and a true commit-
ment to protecting the public. Their tragic loss 
will continue to be felt by many for years to 
come. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. G. K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 12, 2010 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, on 
rollcall No. 103—H. Res. 1031; Article 2, had 
I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

IN HONOR OF GIRL SCOUT WEEK 
AND THE 98TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
GIRL SCOUTING 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 12, 2010 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize and celebrate this week, March 7 
through March 13, as Girl Scout Week and the 
98th anniversary of Girl Scouting. In the state 
of Connecticut, we have approximately 44,000 
Girl Scouts. I am pleased to see Girl Scouts’ 
strong commitment to enriching the lives of 
young females, and contributing to our na-
tion’s communities, evolve over the past 98 
years. 

Juliette Gordon Low founded Girl Scouts in 
1912. Since then, the organization’s member-
ship has grown from 18 members in Savan-
nah, Georgia to 3.4 million members through-
out the United States, including U.S. terri-
tories, and more than 90 countries through 
USA Girl Scouts Overseas. Today, there are 
over 2.4 million girl members, including my 
daughter, and 928,000 adult members working 
primarily as volunteers. Throughout history, 
more than 50 million American women en-
joyed Girl Scouting during their childhood. 
That number continues to grow as Girl Scouts 
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of the USA continues to inspire, challenge, 
and empower girls everywhere. 

The Girls Scouts’ mission includes building 
girls of courage, confidence, and character 
who make our country and the world a better 
place. The organization motivates these young 
women to have fun, create meaningful friend-
ships, and discover the power of young 
women working together. Through enriching 
experiences such as extraordinary field trips, 
skill-building clinics, community service 
projects, cultural exchanges, and environ-
mental stewardships, girls grow courageous 
and strong. Girl Scouting encourages girls to 
develop to their full individual potential; to re-
late to others with increasing understanding, 
skill, and respect; to develop values to guide 
their actions and provide the foundation for 
sound decision-making; and to contribute to 
the improvement of society through their abili-
ties, leadership skills, and cooperation with 
others. 

I know that Connecticut’s young women will 
continue to benefit from the Girl Scouts pro-
gram for generations to come. That is why we 
are thankful for the outstanding work they 
have done in eastern Connecticut commu-
nities. Girl Scouts’ commitment to community 
and empowering women and girls is certain to 
continue to enrich our communities for many 
more years. I ask my colleagues to join with 
me and my constituents in recognizing and 
celebrating Girl Scout Week and the 98th an-
niversary of Girl Scouting. 

f 

COMMENDING ROYAL CARIBBEAN 
INTERNATIONAL FOR THEIR RE-
LIEF EFFORTS IN HAITI 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 12, 2010 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize the extraordinary re-
lief efforts of Royal Caribbean International fol-
lowing the earthquake that devastated Haiti 
this past January. 

Long before this latest tragedy brought the 
world’s attention to Haiti, Royal Caribbean had 
been committed to bringing economic develop-
ment and opportunities to the impoverished 
nation. Royal Caribbean has been partnering 
with Haiti’s tourism industry for almost 30 
years, employing a large number of Haitians 
and maintaining a resort at Labadee, a port off 
the northern coast of Haiti. Therefore, when 
the earthquake shook the country, they per-
sonally felt the effects of the tragedy before 
them and were compelled to find a way to as-
sist the people of Haiti. 

Royal Caribbean immediately set out to pro-
vide the people of Haiti with emergency relief. 
Using their cruise ships for delivery, Royal 
Caribbean has brought over 120 pallets of ma-
terials to Haiti. Additionally, they have pro-
vided monetary support to emergency assist-
ance organizations, such as the Pan American 
Development Foundation, which also provide 
emergency supplies to the island. 

I commend Royal Caribbean for their rapid 
response to this tragedy and the much-needed 
assistance and aid they have provided. Fur-

thermore, I would like to express my support 
for their dedication to long-term rebuilding of 
Haiti. 

Although many found it controversial, I be-
lieve that Royal Caribbean’s decision to con-
tinue to dock at Labadee was the right deci-
sion. If the cruise line had bypassed Haiti, it 
would have worsened an already devastating 
situation. By continuing to bring guests to 
Labadee, Royal Caribbean kept Haitians work-
ing and brought tourist dollars to the country 
at a time when Haiti’s already struggling econ-
omy was at a complete stand-still. This com-
mitment to keeping the Haitian economy going 
is truly admirable. 

I thank Royal Caribbean for their exemplary 
service to the people of Haiti, not simply in 
providing emergency aid in the immediate 
aftermath of the earthquake, but in their 30 
years of work in Haiti and in their commitment 
to ensuring a sustainable recovery. 

f 

HONORING CHARLTON BOYD 

HON. JOHN FLEMING 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, March 12, 2010 

Mr. FLEMING. Madam Speaker, I would like 
to congratulate and honor a young student 
from my district who has achieved national 
recognition for exemplary volunteer service in 
his community. Charlton Boyd of Shreveport is 
today being named one of the top two youth 
volunteers in Louisiana for 2010, in the 15th 
annual Prudential Spirit of Community Awards. 
This is an extraordinary honor; more than 
21,000 young people across the country were 
considered for state-level recognition in this 
year’s program. 

Mr. Charlton Boyd of Shreveport is being 
recognized for being one of the top two youth 
volunteers for 2010 by The Prudential Spirit of 
Community Awards, a nationwide program 
honoring young people for outstanding acts of 
volunteerism. The awards program, now in its 
15th year, is conducted by Prudential Finan-
cial in partnership with the National Associa-
tion of Secondary School Principals, NASSP. 

In light of numerous statistics that indicate 
Americans today are less involved in their 
communities than they once were, it’s vital 
that we encourage and support the kind of 
selfless contribution this young citizen has 
made. People of all ages need to think more 
about how we, as individual citizens, can work 
together at the local level to ensure the health 
and vitality of our towns and neighborhoods. 
Young volunteers like Mr. Charlton Boyd are 
inspiring examples to all of us, and are among 
our brightest hopes for a better tomorrow. 

The program that brought this young role 
model to our attention—The Prudential Spirit 
of Community Awards—was created by Pru-
dential Financial in partnership with the Na-
tional Association of Secondary School Prin-
cipals in 1995 to impress upon all youth volun-
teers that their contributions will inspire other 
young people to follow their example. Over the 
past 15 years, the program has become the 
nation’s largest youth recognition effort based 
solely on community service, and has honored 
nearly 100,000 young volunteers at the local, 
state and national level. 

Mr. Charlton Boyd should be extremely 
proud to have been singled out from the thou-
sands of dedicated volunteers who partici-
pated in this year’s program. I heartily applaud 
Mr. Charlton Boyd for his initiative in seeking 
to make his community a better place to live, 
and for the positive impact he has had on the 
lives of others. He has demonstrated a level of 
commitment and accomplishment that is truly 
extraordinary in today’s world, and deserves 
our sincere admiration and respect. His ac-
tions show that young Americans can—and 
do—play important roles in our communities, 
and that America’s community spirit continues 
to hold tremendous promise for the future. 

f 

PERSONAL STATEMENT ON RE-
MOVAL AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 
2499 

HON. LYNN A. WESTMORELAND 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 12, 2010 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Madam Speaker, I 
would like the RECORD to reflect my desire to 
be removed as a cosponsor of H.R. 2499, the 
Puerto Rico Democracy Act of 2009. Due to 
H.R. 2499’s placement on the Union Calendar, 
I am unable to officially remove myself from 
this legislation according to the Rules of the 
U.S. House of Representatives. 

f 

INTRODUCING A RESOLUTION EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
REGARDING THE POLICY OF THE 
UNITED STATES ON WILD ANI-
MALS AT THE CONFERENCE OF 
THE PARTIES OF THE CONVEN-
TION ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
IN ENDANGERED SPECIES OF 
WILD FAUNA AND FLORA 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 12, 2010 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to introduce a resolution express-
ing the sense of the House of Representatives 
regarding the policy of the United States on 
wild animals at the Conference of the Parties 
of the Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
(CITES). 

CITES was created in 1973 to regulate 
international trade in endangered species to 
ensure that it does not threaten their survival. 
Launched with a few signatory nations, CITES 
has now 175 parties that have an international 
obligation and responsibility to protect our 
planet’s endangered animals and plants. Ad-
herence to these protective measures has 
proven to have benefited the conservation of 
animals and plants worldwide. 

Unfortunately, more and more species are 
at risk of extinction and international trade, 
both legal and illegal, has exacerbated the 
dangers. International wildlife trade is esti-
mated to be worth billions of dollars a year 
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