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of the USA continues to inspire, challenge, 
and empower girls everywhere. 

The Girls Scouts’ mission includes building 
girls of courage, confidence, and character 
who make our country and the world a better 
place. The organization motivates these young 
women to have fun, create meaningful friend-
ships, and discover the power of young 
women working together. Through enriching 
experiences such as extraordinary field trips, 
skill-building clinics, community service 
projects, cultural exchanges, and environ-
mental stewardships, girls grow courageous 
and strong. Girl Scouting encourages girls to 
develop to their full individual potential; to re-
late to others with increasing understanding, 
skill, and respect; to develop values to guide 
their actions and provide the foundation for 
sound decision-making; and to contribute to 
the improvement of society through their abili-
ties, leadership skills, and cooperation with 
others. 

I know that Connecticut’s young women will 
continue to benefit from the Girl Scouts pro-
gram for generations to come. That is why we 
are thankful for the outstanding work they 
have done in eastern Connecticut commu-
nities. Girl Scouts’ commitment to community 
and empowering women and girls is certain to 
continue to enrich our communities for many 
more years. I ask my colleagues to join with 
me and my constituents in recognizing and 
celebrating Girl Scout Week and the 98th an-
niversary of Girl Scouting. 

f 

COMMENDING ROYAL CARIBBEAN 
INTERNATIONAL FOR THEIR RE-
LIEF EFFORTS IN HAITI 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 12, 2010 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize the extraordinary re-
lief efforts of Royal Caribbean International fol-
lowing the earthquake that devastated Haiti 
this past January. 

Long before this latest tragedy brought the 
world’s attention to Haiti, Royal Caribbean had 
been committed to bringing economic develop-
ment and opportunities to the impoverished 
nation. Royal Caribbean has been partnering 
with Haiti’s tourism industry for almost 30 
years, employing a large number of Haitians 
and maintaining a resort at Labadee, a port off 
the northern coast of Haiti. Therefore, when 
the earthquake shook the country, they per-
sonally felt the effects of the tragedy before 
them and were compelled to find a way to as-
sist the people of Haiti. 

Royal Caribbean immediately set out to pro-
vide the people of Haiti with emergency relief. 
Using their cruise ships for delivery, Royal 
Caribbean has brought over 120 pallets of ma-
terials to Haiti. Additionally, they have pro-
vided monetary support to emergency assist-
ance organizations, such as the Pan American 
Development Foundation, which also provide 
emergency supplies to the island. 

I commend Royal Caribbean for their rapid 
response to this tragedy and the much-needed 
assistance and aid they have provided. Fur-

thermore, I would like to express my support 
for their dedication to long-term rebuilding of 
Haiti. 

Although many found it controversial, I be-
lieve that Royal Caribbean’s decision to con-
tinue to dock at Labadee was the right deci-
sion. If the cruise line had bypassed Haiti, it 
would have worsened an already devastating 
situation. By continuing to bring guests to 
Labadee, Royal Caribbean kept Haitians work-
ing and brought tourist dollars to the country 
at a time when Haiti’s already struggling econ-
omy was at a complete stand-still. This com-
mitment to keeping the Haitian economy going 
is truly admirable. 

I thank Royal Caribbean for their exemplary 
service to the people of Haiti, not simply in 
providing emergency aid in the immediate 
aftermath of the earthquake, but in their 30 
years of work in Haiti and in their commitment 
to ensuring a sustainable recovery. 

f 

HONORING CHARLTON BOYD 

HON. JOHN FLEMING 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, March 12, 2010 

Mr. FLEMING. Madam Speaker, I would like 
to congratulate and honor a young student 
from my district who has achieved national 
recognition for exemplary volunteer service in 
his community. Charlton Boyd of Shreveport is 
today being named one of the top two youth 
volunteers in Louisiana for 2010, in the 15th 
annual Prudential Spirit of Community Awards. 
This is an extraordinary honor; more than 
21,000 young people across the country were 
considered for state-level recognition in this 
year’s program. 

Mr. Charlton Boyd of Shreveport is being 
recognized for being one of the top two youth 
volunteers for 2010 by The Prudential Spirit of 
Community Awards, a nationwide program 
honoring young people for outstanding acts of 
volunteerism. The awards program, now in its 
15th year, is conducted by Prudential Finan-
cial in partnership with the National Associa-
tion of Secondary School Principals, NASSP. 

In light of numerous statistics that indicate 
Americans today are less involved in their 
communities than they once were, it’s vital 
that we encourage and support the kind of 
selfless contribution this young citizen has 
made. People of all ages need to think more 
about how we, as individual citizens, can work 
together at the local level to ensure the health 
and vitality of our towns and neighborhoods. 
Young volunteers like Mr. Charlton Boyd are 
inspiring examples to all of us, and are among 
our brightest hopes for a better tomorrow. 

The program that brought this young role 
model to our attention—The Prudential Spirit 
of Community Awards—was created by Pru-
dential Financial in partnership with the Na-
tional Association of Secondary School Prin-
cipals in 1995 to impress upon all youth volun-
teers that their contributions will inspire other 
young people to follow their example. Over the 
past 15 years, the program has become the 
nation’s largest youth recognition effort based 
solely on community service, and has honored 
nearly 100,000 young volunteers at the local, 
state and national level. 

Mr. Charlton Boyd should be extremely 
proud to have been singled out from the thou-
sands of dedicated volunteers who partici-
pated in this year’s program. I heartily applaud 
Mr. Charlton Boyd for his initiative in seeking 
to make his community a better place to live, 
and for the positive impact he has had on the 
lives of others. He has demonstrated a level of 
commitment and accomplishment that is truly 
extraordinary in today’s world, and deserves 
our sincere admiration and respect. His ac-
tions show that young Americans can—and 
do—play important roles in our communities, 
and that America’s community spirit continues 
to hold tremendous promise for the future. 

f 

PERSONAL STATEMENT ON RE-
MOVAL AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 
2499 

HON. LYNN A. WESTMORELAND 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 12, 2010 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Madam Speaker, I 
would like the RECORD to reflect my desire to 
be removed as a cosponsor of H.R. 2499, the 
Puerto Rico Democracy Act of 2009. Due to 
H.R. 2499’s placement on the Union Calendar, 
I am unable to officially remove myself from 
this legislation according to the Rules of the 
U.S. House of Representatives. 

f 

INTRODUCING A RESOLUTION EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
REGARDING THE POLICY OF THE 
UNITED STATES ON WILD ANI-
MALS AT THE CONFERENCE OF 
THE PARTIES OF THE CONVEN-
TION ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
IN ENDANGERED SPECIES OF 
WILD FAUNA AND FLORA 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 12, 2010 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to introduce a resolution express-
ing the sense of the House of Representatives 
regarding the policy of the United States on 
wild animals at the Conference of the Parties 
of the Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
(CITES). 

CITES was created in 1973 to regulate 
international trade in endangered species to 
ensure that it does not threaten their survival. 
Launched with a few signatory nations, CITES 
has now 175 parties that have an international 
obligation and responsibility to protect our 
planet’s endangered animals and plants. Ad-
herence to these protective measures has 
proven to have benefited the conservation of 
animals and plants worldwide. 

Unfortunately, more and more species are 
at risk of extinction and international trade, 
both legal and illegal, has exacerbated the 
dangers. International wildlife trade is esti-
mated to be worth billions of dollars a year 
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and to include hundreds of millions of live 
plants and animals and derived products such 
as food, leather, fur, ivory, and timber. Such 
high levels of exploitation of and trade in wild 
animals and plants, together with other factors 
such as habitat loss, are capable of bringing 
some species close to extinction. 

Between 1979 and 1989 more than 600,000 
African elephants were killed for their ivory, 
cutting the continent’s population in half. Nev-
ertheless, poaching has continued with an es-
timated 38,000 elephants killed annually and 
23.2 tons of poached ivory seized since 2007. 
As sea ice declines, polar bears will not be 
able to adapt to a terrestrial-based life result-
ing in increased mortality, reduced reproduc-
tion, increased human-bear conflicts, and 
overall drastic decline of populations. Bobcats 
keep being poached for their skins. Several 
sharks are been severely depleted with de-
clines as high as 99 percent in some areas as 
a result of the high demand for their fins and 
meat. Overfishing, increased consumer de-
mand and inadequate enforcement of infrac-
tions have led to historically low populations of 
bluefin tuna. 

This month, CITES’ signatory nations will 
meet for the 15th Conference of the Parties to 
review the status of species in danger of ex-
tinction and establish trade restrictions. The 
conference will consider proposals offered by 
several countries to either enhance protections 
of endangered species or to remove or 
downlist some animals from the endangered 
species listings and reauthorize international 
trade. Several countries which benefit from 
trade of animals’ derived products, such as 
elephants’ ivory, sharks’ fins or bluefin tunas’ 
meat, are putting economic interests before 
wild animals’ survival, risking to bring species 
close to extinction. This is unacceptable. 

My resolution will help preserve many en-
dangered animals by urging CITES to accept 
proposals that protect these species and op-
pose those proposals that put them in greater 
danger. 

Madam Speaker, the United States has a 
moral obligation to protect endangered spe-
cies and their natural habitat. Wild animals are 
a very important part of our commonly held 
natural resources and contribute to the diver-
sity and stability of our environment. We must 
continue to maintain a balanced and healthy 
ecosystem that allows for the coexistence of 
both human beings and the world’s most in-
credible species. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in protecting 
wildlife and environmental conservation across 

the globe by supporting this important resolu-
tion. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TIM MURPHY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 12, 2010 

Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, on rollcall No. 108, had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 12, 2010 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam 
Speaker, on March 11, 2010, I missed rollcall 
votes 102, 103 and 104. Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on all. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 12, 2010 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam Speak-
er, today our national debt is 
$12,575,479,490,348.47. 

On January 6, 2009, the start of the 111th 
Congress, the national debt was 
$10,638,425,746,293.80. 

This means the national debt has increased 
by $1,937,053,744,054.67 so far this Con-
gress. 

This debt and its interest payments we are 
passing to our children and all future Ameri-
cans. 

HONORING WASHINGTON STATE 
REPRESENTATIVE SHARON 
TOMIKO SANTOS 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 12, 2010 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to congratulate Washington State 
Representative Sharon Tomiko Santos for re-
ceiving the 2010 Desjardin Financial Literacy 
Award. 

The Desjardin Financial Literacy Award, 
given by the Credit Union National Associa-
tion, annually recognizes one State lawmaker 
for their exemplary leadership and legislative 
efforts in the field of youth financial education. 

Financial literacy is a crucial skill for all to 
have in today’s society, from balancing a 
checkbook to budgeting for retirement. This 
skill allows us to make wise decisions about 
our finances and our financial future. The ear-
lier that our youth attain this knowledge, the 
more successful and prepared they are later in 
life. 

In Washington State, financial literacy train-
ing supports the goals of Washington’s Basic 
Education Act. This Act seeks to provide stu-
dents with the skills necessary to ‘‘understand 
the importance of work and finance and how 
performance, effort, and decisions directly af-
fect future career and educational opportuni-
ties.’’ 

Washington State Representative Santos 
has exemplified the effort to provide financial 
literacy opportunities for our youth statewide 
since being elected to the Washington State 
House of Representatives in 1998. Represent-
ative Santos led the campaign to establish the 
Financial Education Public Private Partnership 
(previously the Financial Literacy Public Pri-
vate Partnership) in 2003, as well as to secure 
public funding for the project. 

The Partnership works to increase students’ 
financial education, provide financial education 
information for school districts, and provides fi-
nancial education instructional materials. Addi-
tionally, the Partnership has grown because of 
Representative Santos’ enduring support and 
her legislative work throughout the years. 

The work of Representative Santos stands 
as a model for all States in the effort to pro-
mote fiscal responsibility and literacy. I com-
mend her for her efforts and congratulate her 
again on this tremendous achievement. 
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