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and to include hundreds of millions of live 
plants and animals and derived products such 
as food, leather, fur, ivory, and timber. Such 
high levels of exploitation of and trade in wild 
animals and plants, together with other factors 
such as habitat loss, are capable of bringing 
some species close to extinction. 

Between 1979 and 1989 more than 600,000 
African elephants were killed for their ivory, 
cutting the continent’s population in half. Nev-
ertheless, poaching has continued with an es-
timated 38,000 elephants killed annually and 
23.2 tons of poached ivory seized since 2007. 
As sea ice declines, polar bears will not be 
able to adapt to a terrestrial-based life result-
ing in increased mortality, reduced reproduc-
tion, increased human-bear conflicts, and 
overall drastic decline of populations. Bobcats 
keep being poached for their skins. Several 
sharks are been severely depleted with de-
clines as high as 99 percent in some areas as 
a result of the high demand for their fins and 
meat. Overfishing, increased consumer de-
mand and inadequate enforcement of infrac-
tions have led to historically low populations of 
bluefin tuna. 

This month, CITES’ signatory nations will 
meet for the 15th Conference of the Parties to 
review the status of species in danger of ex-
tinction and establish trade restrictions. The 
conference will consider proposals offered by 
several countries to either enhance protections 
of endangered species or to remove or 
downlist some animals from the endangered 
species listings and reauthorize international 
trade. Several countries which benefit from 
trade of animals’ derived products, such as 
elephants’ ivory, sharks’ fins or bluefin tunas’ 
meat, are putting economic interests before 
wild animals’ survival, risking to bring species 
close to extinction. This is unacceptable. 

My resolution will help preserve many en-
dangered animals by urging CITES to accept 
proposals that protect these species and op-
pose those proposals that put them in greater 
danger. 

Madam Speaker, the United States has a 
moral obligation to protect endangered spe-
cies and their natural habitat. Wild animals are 
a very important part of our commonly held 
natural resources and contribute to the diver-
sity and stability of our environment. We must 
continue to maintain a balanced and healthy 
ecosystem that allows for the coexistence of 
both human beings and the world’s most in-
credible species. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in protecting 
wildlife and environmental conservation across 

the globe by supporting this important resolu-
tion. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TIM MURPHY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 12, 2010 

Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, on rollcall No. 108, had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 12, 2010 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam 
Speaker, on March 11, 2010, I missed rollcall 
votes 102, 103 and 104. Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on all. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 12, 2010 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam Speak-
er, today our national debt is 
$12,575,479,490,348.47. 

On January 6, 2009, the start of the 111th 
Congress, the national debt was 
$10,638,425,746,293.80. 

This means the national debt has increased 
by $1,937,053,744,054.67 so far this Con-
gress. 

This debt and its interest payments we are 
passing to our children and all future Ameri-
cans. 

HONORING WASHINGTON STATE 
REPRESENTATIVE SHARON 
TOMIKO SANTOS 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 12, 2010 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to congratulate Washington State 
Representative Sharon Tomiko Santos for re-
ceiving the 2010 Desjardin Financial Literacy 
Award. 

The Desjardin Financial Literacy Award, 
given by the Credit Union National Associa-
tion, annually recognizes one State lawmaker 
for their exemplary leadership and legislative 
efforts in the field of youth financial education. 

Financial literacy is a crucial skill for all to 
have in today’s society, from balancing a 
checkbook to budgeting for retirement. This 
skill allows us to make wise decisions about 
our finances and our financial future. The ear-
lier that our youth attain this knowledge, the 
more successful and prepared they are later in 
life. 

In Washington State, financial literacy train-
ing supports the goals of Washington’s Basic 
Education Act. This Act seeks to provide stu-
dents with the skills necessary to ‘‘understand 
the importance of work and finance and how 
performance, effort, and decisions directly af-
fect future career and educational opportuni-
ties.’’ 

Washington State Representative Santos 
has exemplified the effort to provide financial 
literacy opportunities for our youth statewide 
since being elected to the Washington State 
House of Representatives in 1998. Represent-
ative Santos led the campaign to establish the 
Financial Education Public Private Partnership 
(previously the Financial Literacy Public Pri-
vate Partnership) in 2003, as well as to secure 
public funding for the project. 

The Partnership works to increase students’ 
financial education, provide financial education 
information for school districts, and provides fi-
nancial education instructional materials. Addi-
tionally, the Partnership has grown because of 
Representative Santos’ enduring support and 
her legislative work throughout the years. 

The work of Representative Santos stands 
as a model for all States in the effort to pro-
mote fiscal responsibility and literacy. I com-
mend her for her efforts and congratulate her 
again on this tremendous achievement. 
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