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‘‘Recognizing the cultural and historical signifi-
cance of Nowruz, expressing appreciation to 
Iranian-Americans for their contributions to so-
ciety, and wishing the Iranian-Americans and 
the people of Iran a prosperous new year.’’ 

As a cosponsor of this resolution, I am 
proud to recognize the contributions of Iranian 
Americans on their day of celebration. Nowruz 
is celebrated by nearly 300 million Iranians 
and other peoples all over the world, including 
in the United States, Iran, and other countries 
in Central Asia, South Asia, Caucasus, Cri-
mea, and Balkan Regions. Nowruz, which 
means new day, is celebrated on 21 March, 
the day of the vernal equinox. Nowruz is cele-
brated by more than 1,000,000 Iranian-Ameri-
cans of all backgrounds, including those with 
Baha’i, Christian, Jewish, Muslim, Zoroastrian, 
and non-religious backgrounds. The people of 
Iran have a long history of celebrating 
Nowruz—a holiday that embodies the tradition 
that each individual’s thinking, speaking, and 
conduct should always be virtuous, and the 
ideal of compassion for our fellow human 
beings regardless of ethnicity or religion, and 
symbolizes a time of renewal and community. 

This resolution not only reminds us all of the 
contributions made by our Iranian constituents, 
but also of the trying times faced by Iranians 
in Iran and in the Iranian diaspora. During this 
time of renewal, my thoughts are with the resi-
dents of Camp Ashraf and their families— 
some of whom reside in my district. 

Late last year, three months after U.S. 
forces turned over control of Camp Ashraf, 
Iraqi security forces violated the human rights 
of the People’s Mujahideen of Iran (PMOI). 
Camp Ashraf detains over 3,400 exiled Iranian 
political dissidents, who are members of the 
PMOI, including over 1,000 women. The PMOI 
opposes the current Iranian regime, and for 
their political beliefs they have been exiled 
from Iran and sequestered in Camp Ashraf. 
Several women detained at Camp Ashraf have 
reported acts of intimidation and threats of 
physical and sexual violence by members of 
the Iraqi security forces. 

On July 28, 2009, Iraqi security forces con-
ducted a raid on the detainees at Camp 
Ashraf. The raid occurred fewer than three 
months after the U.S. passed control of Camp 
Ashraf to the government of Iraq. The raid 
began on Tuesday, July 28th when Iraqi ar-
mored vehicles began attacks against the Ira-
nian prisoners. The attacks continued for two 
full days and resulted in the death of 11 exiles 
and the injury of over 400 more. As a result 
of the raid on Camp Ashraf, 36 men were ar-
rested under allegations of violent behavior. 
The 36 arrested Camp Ashraf residents have 
since been freed, but the United States has a 
continuing interest in ensuring that the events 
of July 28th never occur again. 

The Iraqi government’s treatment of the 
camp’s residents sets a dangerous precedent 
for future treatment of minority groups. In re-
cent years, there have been alarming numbers 
of religiously motivated killings, abductions, 
beatings, rapes, threats, intimidation, forced 
conversions, marriages, and displacement 
from homes and businesses, and attacks on 
religious leaders, pilgrims, and holy sites, in 
Iraq, with the smallest religious minorities in 
Iraq having been among the most vulnerable, 
although Iraqis from many religious commu-

nities, Muslim and non-Muslim alike, have suf-
fered in this violence. In summary, members 
of small religious minority communities in Iraq 
do not have militia or tribal structures to de-
fend them, do not receive adequate official 
protection, and are legally, politically, and eco-
nomically marginalized. 

Madam Speaker, as 300 million people 
worldwide celebrate the start of a new year, it 
is my hope that Iranians around the world find 
peace and prosperity. 

Mr. WAXMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
support of H. Res. 267, a resolution recog-
nizing Nowruz, a festival celebrating the Per-
sian New Year and arrival of spring. 

It is a pleasure to join my colleagues in sup-
port of the first-ever congressional resolution 
marking Nowruz, a two-week holiday that is 
observed by millions of people of Persian de-
scent in the United States, Iran, Iraq, Azer-
baijan, and many other nations of the world. 
The holiday symbolizes renewal, health, hap-
piness, peace and prosperity and is celebrated 
by adherents of many religions including 
Islam, Judaism, Zorastrainism, and the Bahai’i 
faith. It is a special time to share with family 
and friends and honor cultural traditions that 
date back more than 3,000 years. 

As reflected in this resolution, Nowruz is 
also a special opportunity to recognize the im-
portant contributions of the Iranian-American 
community to our Nation’s social and eco-
nomic fabric. In Los Angeles, which is home to 
the largest Iranian-American community in the 
United States, there is great pride in the com-
munity’s devotion to civic activism, philan-
thropy, and entrepreneurship. I would like to 
take this opportunity to wish all those cele-
brating Nowruz Aideh Shoma Mobarak, a 
happy and prosperous new year. 

Mrs. MALONEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of H. Res. 267, which 
recognizes the cultural and historical signifi-
cance of Nowruz. 

As an original cosponsor of H. Res. 267, I 
am pleased that we are using this occasion to 
reflect on the many contributions Iranian 
Americans have made to our society. I am 
proud of the ethnically diverse district that I 
represent and greatly appreciate all that Ira-
nian Americans have added to the rich and 
varied culture of New York City. 

Nowruz marks the traditional Iranian New 
Year and dates back more than 3,000 years. 
Nowruz, literally meaning ‘‘new day,’’ cele-
brates the arrival of spring and occurs on the 
vernal equinox which this year will happen on 
Saturday, March 20th. 

Through the ages Nowruz has provided the 
occasion for renewal and rejuvenation, dis-
playing new resolve in settling old issues, and 
making new beginnings. Nowruz celebrates 
the core of our common humanity and our re-
lation to Mother Nature. Although colored with 
vestiges of Iran’s Mazdian and Zoroastrian 
past, Nowruz celebration is neither religious 
nor national in nature, nor is it an ethnic cele-
bration. Muslim, Jewish, Zoroastrian, Baha’i, 
and Christian Iranians as well as many other 
peoples celebrate Nowruz with the same en-
thusiasm and sense of belonging. 

Recognizing the cultural and historical sig-
nificance of Nowruz and in its observance, I 
want to wish Iranian Americans and all those 
who observe this holiday a happy and pros-
perous new year. 

I would like to thank Representative HONDA 
for introducing this important resolution, and I 
urge my colleagues to support it. 

Mr. ROYCE. Madam Speaker, the following 
speech, ‘‘Nowruz: A New Day for Humanity,’’ 
was given by Dr. Ahmad Karimi-Hakkak, on 
the evening of March 17, 2010, at the Library 
of Congress for the Nowruz Commission’s in-
augural event. Dr. Karimi-Hakkak serves as 
Chair of the Nowruz Commission’s Cultural 
Committee. 

NOWRUZ: A NEW DAY FOR HUMANITY 
Nowruz, literally meaning ‘‘new day,’’ has 

lived up to its name in wondrous ways. For 
at least three millennia, it has provided the 
supreme occasion for renewal and rejuvena-
tion. The power behind its inexhaustible ap-
peal resides in a simple truth: humans need 
a ritual that transcends distinct and distin-
guishable group identities to celebrate our 
common humanity. Nowruz does so by invit-
ing everyone to contemplate nature as it 
puts on its most magnificent dress at spring-
time and to synchronize personal and com-
munal relations with the spirit of nature. 
Pointing to nature’s ability to renew itself 
each and every year, Nowruz manifests in-
tense human yearnings that transcend all di-
visions. The roots of Nowruz are scattered in 
myth and in history in much of western Asia 
and is anchored most profoundly in Persian 
mythology, where it marks the beginning of 
the calendar. In recent centuries, as Empires 
in India and Iran, in Anatolia and Central 
Asia gave way to the modern countries, 
Nowruz has been celebrated in accordance 
with myriad local customs and traditions. 
Everywhere, however, it offers the promise 
of a human community in which a race of all 
races can create a new global culture beyond 
all nationhood and nationality. It aspires to 
no less than a human community as beau-
tiful and colorful as nature on the first day 
of spring. 

Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, I have 
no further requests for time. I ask all 
Members on both sides of the aisle to 
join with Mr. HONDA, the principal 
sponsor of this resolution, and support 
House Resolution 267. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. LYNCH) that the House suspend 
the rules and agree to the resolution, 
H. Res. 267. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 4 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
until approximately 6:30 p.m. 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mrs. DAHLKEMPER) at 6 
o’clock and 30 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on motions to suspend the 
rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

House Resolution 1145, House Resolu-
tion 1170, House Resolution 1163, and 
House Resolution 267, in each case by 
the yeas and nays. 

Proceedings on H.R. 4628 will resume 
later in the week. 

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining 
electronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 

f 

RECOGNIZING 125TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution, H. Res. 1145, as amend-
ed, on which the yeas and nays were or-
dered. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Hawaii (Ms. 
HIRONO) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1145, as amended. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 392, nays 0, 
not voting 38, as follows: 

[Roll No. 112] 

YEAS—392 

Ackerman 
Aderholt 
Adler (NJ) 
Akin 
Alexander 
Altmire 
Andrews 
Arcuri 
Austria 
Baca 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrow 
Bartlett 
Barton (TX) 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Boccieri 

Boehner 
Bono Mack 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boustany 
Boyd 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Bright 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown, Corrine 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp 
Campbell 
Cantor 
Cao 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carson (IN) 
Carter 
Cassidy 
Castle 

Castor (FL) 
Chaffetz 
Chandler 
Childers 
Chu 
Clarke 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coble 
Coffman (CO) 
Cohen 
Cole 
Conaway 
Connolly (VA) 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Courtney 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Dahlkemper 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (KY) 
Davis (TN) 
DeFazio 

DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donnelly (IN) 
Doyle 
Dreier 
Driehaus 
Duncan 
Edwards (MD) 
Edwards (TX) 
Ehlers 
Ellison 
Ellsworth 
Emerson 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Farr 
Fattah 
Filner 
Fleming 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Foster 
Foxx 
Frank (MA) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Fudge 
Gallegly 
Garamendi 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Giffords 
Gohmert 
Gonzalez 
Goodlatte 
Gordon (TN) 
Granger 
Graves 
Grayson 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Griffith 
Guthrie 
Hall (NY) 
Hall (TX) 
Halvorson 
Hare 
Harman 
Harper 
Hastings (FL) 
Hastings (WA) 
Heinrich 
Heller 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Herseth Sandlin 
Higgins 
Hill 
Himes 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Hodes 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hoyer 
Hunter 
Inglis 
Inslee 
Israel 
Issa 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson Lee 

(TX) 
Jenkins 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones 
Jordan (OH) 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick (MI) 
Kilroy 
Kind 

King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kirk 
Kirkpatrick (AZ) 
Kissell 
Klein (FL) 
Kline (MN) 
Kosmas 
Kratovil 
Kucinich 
Lamborn 
Lance 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latham 
LaTourette 
Latta 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NY) 
Levin 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (GA) 
Linder 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luján 
Lummis 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Lynch 
Mack 
Maffei 
Maloney 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
Markey (CO) 
Markey (MA) 
Marshall 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McCotter 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McIntyre 
McKeon 
McMahon 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Mica 
Michaud 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, Gary 
Miller, George 
Minnick 
Mitchell 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (KS) 
Murphy (CT) 
Murphy (NY) 
Murphy, Patrick 
Murphy, Tim 
Myrick 
Nadler (NY) 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Neugebauer 
Nunes 
Nye 
Oberstar 
Obey 
Olson 
Olver 
Ortiz 
Owens 
Pallone 

Pastor (AZ) 
Paul 
Paulsen 
Payne 
Perlmutter 
Perriello 
Peters 
Peterson 
Petri 
Pingree (ME) 
Pitts 
Platts 
Poe (TX) 
Polis (CO) 
Pomeroy 
Posey 
Price (GA) 
Price (NC) 
Radanovich 
Rahall 
Rangel 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Reyes 
Richardson 
Rodriguez 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Rooney 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothman (NJ) 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan (OH) 
Ryan (WI) 
Salazar 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Scalise 
Schakowsky 
Schauer 
Schiff 
Schmidt 
Schock 
Schwartz 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sessions 
Sestak 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuler 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sires 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Snyder 
Space 
Spratt 
Stark 
Stearns 
Stupak 
Sullivan 
Sutton 
Tanner 
Taylor 
Teague 
Terry 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Tiberi 
Tierney 
Titus 
Tonko 
Towns 
Tsongas 
Turner 
Upton 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 

Walden 
Walz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Watson 
Watt 
Waxman 

Weiner 
Welch 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield 
Wilson (OH) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 

Wolf 
Woolsey 
Wu 
Yarmuth 
Young (AK) 

NOT VOTING—38 

Barrett (SC) 
Bean 
Blunt 
Bonner 
Boozman 
Boucher 
Braley (IA) 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Buchanan 
Butterfield 
Crenshaw 
Davis (IL) 

Deal (GA) 
Fallin 
Flake 
Gingrey (GA) 
Grijalva 
Gutierrez 
Hoekstra 
Johnson (IL) 
Kagen 
Moran (VA) 
Pascrell 
Pence 
Putnam 

Quigley 
Rogers (KY) 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Rush 
Schrader 
Shadegg 
Shea-Porter 
Smith (WA) 
Souder 
Speier 
Wamp 
Waters 
Young (FL) 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing on this vote. 

b 1904 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
resolution, as amended, was agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CONGRATULATING WINNERS OF 
VOICE OF DEMOCRACY SCHOLAR-
SHIP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution, H. Res. 1170, on which 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Hawaii (Ms. 
HIRONO) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1170. 

This will be a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 384, nays 0, 
not voting 46, as follows: 

[Roll No. 113] 

YEAS—384 

Ackerman 
Aderholt 
Adler (NJ) 
Akin 
Alexander 
Altmire 
Andrews 
Arcuri 
Austria 
Baca 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrow 
Bartlett 
Barton (TX) 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 

Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Boccieri 
Boehner 
Bono Mack 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boustany 
Boyd 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Bright 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown, Corrine 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp 
Campbell 
Cantor 

Cao 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carson (IN) 
Carter 
Cassidy 
Castle 
Castor (FL) 
Chaffetz 
Chandler 
Childers 
Chu 
Clarke 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coble 
Coffman (CO) 
Cohen 
Cole 
Conaway 
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