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CANCER CLUSTER 

(Mr. ROONEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ROONEY. Madam Speaker, today 
I had the opportunity to meet with a 
group of residents from an area of 
Palm Beach called ‘‘The Acreage.’’ Re-
cently, a pediatric cancer cluster was 
confirmed in the Acreage, yet the 
cause is still unknown. In today’s 
meeting, I spoke with mothers who 
have had children with brain tumors, 
along with other residents of the af-
fected area. I was inspired by their op-
timism and dedication to this cause. 
They are not seeking to play the 
‘‘blame game.’’ They are simply look-
ing for answers. At the same time, I 
heard their frustration with the overall 
Federal Government involvement—or 
lack thereof. 

While the State and local health de-
partments have been active in inves-
tigating and confirming the cluster at 
the local level, there are limits to what 
they can do and experiences they can 
draw on. And so today I call on the 
Federal involvement to improve. Ac-
tion is needed now by the CDC and 
other agencies so they can lend their 
expertise and knowledge from other in-
vestigations to assist as we move for-
ward. This is not a political or partisan 
issue. It’s about finding answers to 
what caused the cancer cluster so my 
constituents can get on with their 
lives. 

f 

THE WEEK FOR HEALTH CARE 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, this is the week—the week— 
that we will have an opportunity to 
provide expanded coverage for Ameri-
cans. I hope this will be the week of 
truth and not for misrepresentations 
that have been carried forward. I hope 
that those who are uninsured will un-
derstand now that 31 million will have 
insurance; that Medicare care will be 
protected and in actuality expanded by 
the basic benefits plan; that Medicaid 
will be reimbursed in all 50 States. 
There will be no fixes for 100 percent, 
and then, going forward, 95 percent, 
and then 90 percent to protect those 
who are impoverished; we will have a 
system of a pool of insurance compa-
nies to thwart the one-insurance-com-
pany per State. You will be able to 
shop for the best plan. If you have your 
insurance, you’ll be able to keep it. If 
you’re a small business, you’ll have 
subsidies. As well, yes, we require com-
panies to carry insurance. But I believe 
this is ‘‘the week.’’ It is a good week 
for America to vote for real health care 
reform. 

HEALTH CARE TAKEOVER THIS 
WEEK 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, this weekend I at-
tended several community events 
throughout the Second District, and 
the message I received was clear: scrap 
this government takeover of health 
care and start working across the aisle 
to create jobs. How many times are the 
American people going to have to re-
ject this health care monstrosity be-
fore the message is finally taken to 
heart? Americans across the country 
are tired of Congress’s misplaced prior-
ities. Tragic unemployment continues 
to cripple many communities. Liberals 
are obsessed with passing a job-killing 
health care takeover. NFIB documents 
1.6 million jobs will be killed by the 
takeover. 

Americans want health care reform, 
but they want Congress to tackle the 
unemployment rate first through job 
creation incentives and then work to-
gether for a bipartisan health care re-
form that increases access and lower 
costs. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

WOFFORD COLLEGE 

(Mr. INGLIS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. INGLIS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
tonight to join a celebration going on 
in Spartanburg, South Carolina, be-
cause the Wofford College Terriers 
have won the Southern Conference 
Tournament Championship last week 
and they have gotten a ticket to the 
NCAA tournament. Led by Southern 
Conference Player of the Year Noah 
Dahlman, Wofford also won the regular 
season this year and then its first ever 
SoCon tournament title last week in 
Charlotte. Winning 13 straight games, 
Wofford will be making its first ever 
appearance in the NCAA tournament 
as the smallest school in the field of 65 
this year, with 1,450 students. While 
the Terriers may be small in size, they 
played big in upset wins against Geor-
gia and South Carolina. 

My congratulations to Wofford head 
coach Mike Young and all the Terrier 
players. I’m with them all the way to 
the final. If they’re against Duke at 
that point—sorry, all bets are off. Until 
then, I’m for the Terriers. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

THE RIGHT OF PRIVACY IS VIO-
LATED BY GOVERNMENT TAKE-
OVER OF HEALTH CARE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
the new health care bill is an invasion 
of people’s privacy. It’s another reason 
why we should vote it down. The gov-
ernment shouldn’t be sticking its nose 
into people’s medical records. It’s none 
of the government’s business. There’s a 
‘‘health care integrity data bank’’ in 
the bill that gives the Feds access to 
everyone’s medical records. Once the 
government has everybody’s medical 
records, none of that information is se-
cure. Health care information should 
be between the patient and the doc-
tor—and that’s all. Not the patient and 
some yet unnamed, anonymous, unac-
countable Federal bureaucrat. 

Ask Joe the Plumber about govern-
ment bureaucrats keeping personal in-
formation private. Joe was standing 
around in his front yard one day when 
the Presidential candidate walked 
right up to him for a little chat. It 
could have literally happened to any of 
us. Joe asked the candidate a question 
about ‘‘spreading the wealth around.’’ 
Well, some government bureaucrat 
didn’t like his question. She saw it on 
the news. She took it upon herself to 
illegally dig up his tax records and leak 
all that information to the media. 

Giving government bureaucrats ac-
cess to people’s most private health in-
surance gives them opportunity to mis-
use that information, private and inti-
mate information. The right of privacy 
is almost sacred, and this Federal Gov-
ernment grab of health care will elimi-
nate medical privacy. Why do you 
think there are 111 new Federal agen-
cies in this 2,700-page bill? It’s to ad-
minister and snoop around in the med-
ical records of Americans. 

If the government health care bill 
passes, privacy is history. Talk to your 
doctor? The government will know 
about it. You have some type of illness 
or disease? The government will know. 
Feeling a bit depressed after a family 
death and need some medication for 
that depression? Well, the government 
will even know about your mental 
health issues. 

Is this the kind of information that 
should be in the hands of Federal bu-
reaucrats? When you fill out that back-
ground information for your private 
doctor and they ask you all about the 
diseases and illnesses and medical 
problems you have ever had, now that 
formerly confidential information will 
be in the hands of Federal Government 
bureaucrats to use however they want 
to. That should make us all sleep very 
well tonight. Once medical records are 
available to the Feds, every govern-
ment agency will be fighting for the 
right to get their hands on that infor-
mation. That’s the way bureaucrats 
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